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First Starter-First Winner-First Across the Wire 


Eightyeightmph in a maiden special weight at Delaware Park on June 5 


Freedom Child: 13'/4-length winner of 
G2 Peter Pan, by emerging sire-of-sires Malibu 
Moon (Orb, etc.). First crop 2-Year-Olds 20,17. 

Freedom Child's very first starter EIGHTYEIGHTMPH 
won, but after a lengthy inquiry for bumping in 
the stretch, was disqualified and placed 2nd. 

Oh, well, that's racing... 


FREEDOM CHILD 


MALIBU MOON-BANDSTAND, by DEPUTY MINISTER 


Country Life Farm • Bel Air, MD 21014 • 410.879.1952 • www.countrylifefarm.com • info@countrylifefarm.com 
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July 15 


August 12 


$100,000 Stormy Blues (LISTED) - Fillies, 3Y0,5% fur., turf 
$75,000 Caveat - 3Y0,1 Vie mi., turf (MD-bred/MD-sired) 

$75,000 Pearl Necklace - Fillies, 3Y0,1 Vk mi., turf (MD-bred/MD-sired) 

July 22 

$75,000 Concern - 3Y0,7 fur. 

August 5 • Virginia Day at The Races 

FORVA-BRED/VA-SIRED: 


$75,000 Polynesian - 3 & up, 7 fur. 

$75,000 Twixt - F & M, 3 & up, 7 fur. 

August 19 • Maryland Pride Day 

$75,000 Star de Naskra - 3Y0,6 fur. (MD-bred/MD-sired) 

$75,000 Miss Disco - Fillies, 3Y0,6 fur. (MD-bred/MD-sired) 
$75,000 Find - 3 & up, 1% mi., turf (MD-bred/MD-sired) 

$75,000 All Brandy - F & M, 3 & up, 114 mi., turf (MD-bred/MD-sired) 


$75,000 Hansel - 3 & up, 1 Vie mi., turf 
$75,000 William M. Backer - F & M, 3 & up, 1 Vk mi., turf 
$75,000 Meadow Stable - 3 & up, 514fur., turf 
$75,000 Camptown - F & M, 3 & up, 514 fur., turf 
$30,000 Mdn. - 3 & up, 1 mile, turf 
$30,000 Mdn. - F & M, 3 & up, 1 mile, turf 


Laurel Park boasts the finest turf course in the country 
and offers terrific ammenities in our newly renovated 
grandstand. Come see what all the buzz is about! 



Maryland Jockey Club ab 
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July 15 CAVEAT (males, 3yo, 1 1/16 mi., turf) 

PEARL NECKLACE (fillies, 3yo, 1 '/is mi., turf) 


Aug 19 MARYLAND PRIDE DAY 
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J? Leading Pennsylvania (Breeder 

Save $$ and buy direct 
from a top-5 PA Breeder 





CALL ANYTIME 

for an appointment to 
inspect our offerings 


At stud: 

XIXIXI 

(by Maimonides) 

RED VINE 

(by Candy Ride-Arg) 

ANDIRON 

(by A.P. Indy) 

IL VILLANO 

(by Pollard’s Vision) 

IN THE WOODS 

(by Forest Wildcat) 

SOUTHERN SUCCESS 

(by Dixieland Band) 

TAKEN BY THE STORM 

(by Stormy Atlantic) 

Also standing: 

BANACHEK 

(by The White Fox) 

SWAGGER JACK 

(by Smart Strike) 

VICTORY ISLE 

(by Spartan Victory) 

WHITE MERCEDES 

(by The White Fox) 

All Xanthus stallions are 
PA-registered 


Talk to us about how 
you can take advantage of the 
lucrative PA-bred program. 


YEARLINGS FOR SALE 

Albert the Great-Relentess Barbara (Northern Afleet) colt 
Andiron-Hokie Dots (MoreThan Ready) colt 
Banachek-Babe's Choice (Buckle Down Ben) filly 
Banachek-lsle Be Cool (Buckle Down Ben) filly 
Banachek-Mood Change (Changeintheweather) colt 
Congaree-Politelyprecocious (Langfhur) filly 
Courageous Cat-Tia Chela (Jump Start) filly 
Courageous Cat-Successful Prenup (Southern Success) filly 
Honorable Dillon-She'stenontop (Pyramid Peak) colt 
Honorable Dillon-Sister Disco (Lion Hearted) filly 
Mission Impazible-Simply Sapphire (Harlan's Holiday) filly 

2 & 3-YEAR-OLDS FOR SALE 

2015 Banachek-Mysouthernprincess (Southern Success) filly 
2015 Banachek-Successful Prenup (Southern Success) colt 
2015 BulletTrain (GB)-She Wears the Best (Grand Slam) filly 
2015 Congaree-Kristal Kiwi (E Dubai) colt 
2015 In the Woods-Fine Feline (Tale of the Cat) filly 
2015 In the Woods-Quiet Heiress (Richter Scale) filly 
2015 Paddy O'Prado-Prosperity Avenue (Yes It's True) filly 
2015 Southern Success-Arguing Aggie (Numerous) filly, REG. MD- BRED, 
broke 30 days 

2015 The Lumber Guy-Sister Disco (Lion Hearted) filly 
2015 Victory Isle-Light N Easy (River Keen-Ire) colt 
2015 Wiseman's Ferry-Alpine Secret (Swiss Yodeler) colt 

2014 Andiron—Suivez Moi (First Samurai) colt, unbroken 
2014 Dialed In—Empty Canvas (Catienus) gelding, unbroken 
2014 Banachek—Saratoga Social (Saratoga Six) filly, unbroken 
2014 Banachek—Sky Red (Sky Mesa) filly, in Florida, broke 30 days 
2014 U S Ranger—Prosperity Avenue (Yes It's True) filly, broke 120 days 

CALL BARB RICKLINE FOR MORE INFO & PEDIGREES 717-487-2206 CELL 


1225 Bon-Ox Rd, Gettysburg, PA 17325 • Barb Rickline, 717-624-2835 • www.xanthus-farm.com • xanthusb@yahoo.com 
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TASTE OF MARYLAND. Lead pony rider Alena Marchant 
gets some refreshment on Black-Eyed Susan Day at Pimlico. 

Photo by Scott Serio/Eclipse Sportswire 





MID-ATLANTIC REPORT 


It’s a 
great 
time 
to sell 
yearlings 

When you consider the 
improving sales climate 
in the Mid-Atlantic! 


Fasig-Tipton 
Midlantic Fall 
Yearling Sale 
closes July 7. 

Put your sales yearlings 
in the right hands and 
join another top offering 
from the region’s 
leading consignor. 

We work hard to represent 
every horse honestly, 
aggressively and in a highly 
professional manner. 

Call today. 



410.428.2109 

bill@billreightlerbloodstock.com 

BNIReightlerBloodstock.com 


SAY IT AGAIN 


“Hey man, don’t mess me up. There’s enough pressure.” 

Pimlico valet Avon Thorpe, as a photographer tried to unfold Always 
Dreamingfs saddle towel for the perfect shot in the Preakness paddock 

“By the way, what’s with the ’70s hits?” 

Bill Lawrence, co-owner of Preakness winner Cloud Computing, after a 
press conference with a soundtrack straight out of Hammer]ack’s 

“I may not have been in this rodeo before, 
but I’ve been in a lot of rodeos.” 

Trainer Rodney fen kins, on whether he was nervous before 
Shimmering Aspen ran in the Black-Eyed Susan Stakes 

“I’m a long-term value investor. This is gambling.” 

Cloud Computings owner Seth Klarman, on the difference 
between his profession (hedge-fund manager) and racing 

“She’s either going to have to run faster, or get used to it.” 

Trainer, to a jockey who said a horse was bothered by kickback at Pimlico 

“Don’t commit anything to him.” 

WinStar Farm’s Elliott Walden, advising trainer Bill Mott not to heed a pitch from 
Keene land’s Bob Elliston to pointfor the Shadwell Turf Mile with Yoshida (Jpn) 

“One more day.” 

Pimlico paddock judge Mario Verge, 
dealing with the chaos a day before the Preakness 

“About five minutes before entries closed.” 

Owner Louis Merry man, on when he bought graded stakes winner 
Holy Boss. A future Maryland stallion, the 5-year-old was fourth 
in the Maryland Sprint Stakes on Preakness Day 

“I guess we can tell them apart now.” 

Owner facqueline Ohrstrom, after Demonstration (not to be confused 
with her champion Demonstrative j pulled up in his hurdle debut 

“I should have paid somebody to push him out the door sooner.” 

Fasig-Tipton buyer Dennis O’Neill (in the seats), on bidding 
against Mike Irfan (from the back of the building 

“Come on, old-timer.” 

Fasig-Tipton auctioneer Steve Dance, trying to get one 
more bid out of Mark Reid (it didn’t work) 

“Just like checkers, it’s your move.” 

Fasig-Tipton auctioneer Tom Biederman, explaining the rules to 
some bidders on Hip 571 (who went for $28,000) 

“Sorry you’re not here.” 

Biederman, offering up a tribute to trainer (and frequent 
buyer) Lynn Whiting, who died in April 
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polysulfated glycosaminoglycan 


There is 

NO GENERIC ADEQUAN 

The ONLY FDA approved equine PSGAG for the intramuscular treatment of non-infectious degenerative 
joint disease (DJD) of the carpal and hock joints proven to: 

• DIMINISH the destructive processes of degenerative joint disease 

• REVERSE the processes which result in the loss of cartilage components 

• IMPROVE overall joint function and associated lameness 

Available for order! For more information about equine joint health and treatment with Adequan® i.m., 
please visit www.adequan.com. 


INDICATIONS 

For the intramuscular treatment of non-infectious degenerative and/or traumatic joint dysfunction and associated lameness of the 
carpal and hock joints in horses. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 

There are no known contraindications to the use of intramuscular Adequan® i.m. brand Polysulfated Glycosaminoglycan in horses. 
Studies have not been conducted to establish safety in breeding horses. WARNING: Do not use in horses intended for human 
consumption. Not for use in humans. Keep this and all medications out of the reach of children. CAUTION: Federal law restricts 
this drug to use by or on the order of a licensed veterinarian. 

Please see Full Prescribing Information at www.adequan.com. 


Adequan® and the Horse Head design are registered trademarks of Luitpold Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
© Luitpold Animal Health, division of Luitpold Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 2016. AHD227 Iss. 4/2016 


L LUITPOLD 

ANIMAL HEALTH 


MID-ATLANTIC REPORT 


NAMES OF THE MONTH 

Aquamarine: Somebody’s not paying attention, though 
they get points for trying. The 3-year-old colt, second in the 
Chick Lang on Preakness Day, is by Gemologist out of April 
True. Aquamarine is the birthstone for March (not April). 

Security Risk: Seventh in the Dixie on Preakness Day, 
the Phipps Stable homebred is by War Front out of Smuggler. 

Do What I Say: Owner/breeder Larry Johnson’s 
4-year-old filly, sixth at Pimlico May 19, is out of Not What I 
Do. 

Not Leaving: Colts Neck Stables’ 2-year-old Bellamy 
Road filly, third at Laurel Park in June for trainer Alan 
Goldberg, is out of Here to Stay. 


GO FIGURE 

I Guy in mismatched sneakers at 
Fasig-Tipton Midiantic’s May sale. 

2 Friends owner Matt Groff brought to the Iroquois 
Steeplechase in 2016, when his horse won. 

Friends Groff brought to the Iroquois 
Steeplechase in 2017, when his horse lost his jockey. 

A Q Photographers just past the finish line 
l O along the outside rail of the Pimlico turf 
course before the Dixie on Preakness Day. 

1 Colonel Sanders in the Pimlico clubhouse 
on Preakness Day. Perhaps he was sampling 
the chicken basket (best food at the track). 

I Guy smoking a pipe in the Pimlico winner’s 
circle on Black-Eyed Susan Day. 



THE BIZ 

The Independent Voice for Mid-Atlantic Racing and Breeding 

The sooner Pimlico decisions are 
made, the better: The uncertainty of 
Pimlico’s future isn’t helping anyone 
and needs to be resolved sooner than 
later, an opinion by Frank Vespe. 

Tim Ritchey, keeping control at 
Delaware Park: A dozen years after 
coming to national prominence with 
Afleet Alex, Tim Ritchey is happy with 
a modest 12-horse string at Delaware 
Park. Doug McCoy caught up with the 
classic-winning trainer. 

Who’s The Man? The Man, who’s 
won four straight with consummate 
ease in Pennsylvania, may well be the 
man, reported Linda Dougherty. 

Captain Bodgit, Maryland’s near- 
miss star: Twenty years ago, Captain 
Bodgit finished second in the Kentucky 
Derby and third in the Preakness. 
Combined margin of defeat: two 
heads. Ted Black took a look back. 

Parx to toughen house rules against 
med violators: Parx Racing will revoke 
stalls from repeat medication violators 
and trainers involved in hiding owner¬ 
ship interests under new rules which 
went into effect June 1, Vespe reports. 

Mooney, Delaware seek to impro¬ 
vise, adapt: Delaware Park’s John 
Mooney has made a few changes 
intended to bolster field size and 
wagering — and adapt to changing mar¬ 
ket conditions, reported McCoy. 


Algeo: Maryland “all in” 
on Breeders’ Cup 

By Frank Vespe 

P reakness day, for the second time in recent months, Breeders’ Cup representa¬ 
tives visited with Maryland racing interests to discuss the possibility of holding 
an upcoming Breeders’ Cup at Laurel Park. 

And Maryland Racing Commission chairman Michael Algeo had a simple message 
for the Breeders’ Cup folks: “One of the things I tried to communicate to them is we 
are all in,” Algeo said, emphasizing the last four words. 

Algeo’s words, at the monthly meeting of the Commission May 27, underlined 
that, even as questions swirl about the future of Pimlico and whether it will continue 
as the home of the Preakness, the Maryland Jockey Club and others in the industry 
are moving full speed ahead to attract the only one of racing’s major events that 
moves from venue to venue. They also point out Pimlico’s tenuous position in the 
state versus that of Laurel Park, at which the MJ C has already spent million of dollars 
in front-and back-side improvements. 

The meeting followed up an earlier site visit by Breeders’ Cup reps to Laurel, 
which took place March 18. Following that meeting, Breeders’ Cup president Craig 
Fravel pronounced himself impressed by the “first class” work that the Stronach 
Group, which owns the Maryland Jockey Club, had put into the track. 

Laurel Park certainly offers much the Breeders’ Cup likely would value: its East 
Coast location between two major cities, proximity to major airports, and a top- 
quality turf course all speak in its favor. 

Additionally, a proposed livestock quarantine facility near northern Virginia’s 
Dulles Airport—which would help ease the transit of international horses, who must 
go through quarantine upon arrival in the United States-would be another check in 
the track’s favor. That facility could be operational by 2019 if it goes forward. 

“We don’t want to get ahead of ourselves,” Algeo said. “But the questions from 
Breeders’ Cup were incredibly positive.” 

Algeo, who was appointed to the Commission by Governor Larry Hogan despite 
his relative lack of experience in or knowledge of the racing industry, added that there 
is “no question” that Hogan would like to see Breeders’ Cup come to Maryland and 
would try to assist in making that a reality. 
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MANUFACTURERS 
DISCOUNTS FOR THE 
HORSE WORLD 




Own a horse? Are you an Equine Facility? Our Equine Equipment program 
offers Discounts for all of the Horse World on farm equipment and mowers. 


Call us today! No fees or dues. Save up to 26% off MSRP on select products from: 




“/ didn't believe them. I'm always 
looking for the gimmick. I wanted 
a high-quality product and I didn't 
want to spend a lot of money on 
it. I looked in several states, and I 
was stunned. I couldn't come close 
to beating the prices of EQUINE 
EQUIPMENT. I was amazed 

— GAIL J., Damascus, MD 
Exmark purchaser 


“The team at EQUINE EQUIPMENT 
was efficient and easy to work with, 
and gave me an incredible savings on 
a top-of-the-line Massey Ferguson 
5613 tractor. No other dealer's 
program could compare. ” 

- FORREST KELLY 

Black and Blue Stables 
Monkton, MD 

Massey Ferguson purchaser 


“The Equine Equipment program 
was easy to use and delivered 
us tremendous value , with 
EQUINE EQUIPMENT we get 
the best equipment at the 
best price.” 

- TERRY NICKELL, 

Endeavor Farm, Versailles, KY 
Massey Ferguson & 

Toro purchaser 


Call 1 (877) 905-0004 to Save! 
www.EquineEquipment.com 

Serving the USA and Canada. 
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Maryland Jockey Club honors Clancy, 
Dunleavy, McCue, Carr at Preakness 



Jim McCue calls this photo, of Secretariat in 1973, his favorite. 


E clipse-award winning writ¬ 
er Joe Clancy, editor of 
Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred , 
received the David F. Woods 
Memorial Award for excel¬ 
lence in journalism at the Alibi 
Breakfast at Pimlico Race 
Course May 18. 

Clancy was recognized by 
the Maryland Jockey Club for 
“Preakness-winning Desor- 
meaux brothers fueled by early 
days in Maryland,” a feature on 
Keith and Kent Desormeaux, 
trainer and jockey respective¬ 
ly of 2016 Preakness winner 
Exaggerator, that appeared in 
the July 2016 issue. 

Clancy was also recog¬ 
nized with the Woods Award 
in 2015 for his story “Horse 
of a Lifetime,” an account of 
the 2014 Preakness Stakes won 
by California Chrome. Clancy’s 
brother, Sean, received the 
award in 2014, 2008, 2007 and 
2004—all for articles published 
in Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred. 
The magazine has won the 
award six times, more than 
any other publication, all since 
2004. 

The David F. Woods 
Memorial Award was initiated 
in 1982 to honor the memory 
of Dave Woods, a long-time 
racetrack publicist and Evening 
Sun columnist. 

Also at the 
Alibi Breakfast: 

■ Longtime track photogra¬ 
pher Jim McCue, whose career 
includes documenting four 
Triple Crown winners, received 
the 2017 Special Award of 
Merit, given by the Maryland 
Jockey Club to those who have 
made a positive impact on the 
racing industry. McCue is in his 
48th year as an official photog¬ 
rapher at all Maryland tracks. 
The native of Brookline, Mass., 
who grew up in Pennsylvania, 
was introduced to racing by 
his father, Vincent, who owned 
and raced horses at Laurel, 
Pimlico, Bowie and Charles 


Town in the 1960s. McCue 
discovered his love and talent 
for photography while serving 
with the U.S. Army in Vietnam, 
graduating from the Army’s 
photography school in Fort 
Monmouth, N.J., and serving 
for a time as an instructor there 
before becoming assistant to 
late Maryland track photogra¬ 
pher Jerry Frutkoff in 1970. 
The two worked together for 
33 years until Frutkoff passed 
away in August 2003 at 81. 
McCue’s job has allowed him 
to witness the last four hors¬ 
es to sweep the Kentucky 
Derby, Preakness and Belmont 
Stakes - Secretariat (1973), 
Seatfie Slew (1977), Affirmed 
(1978) and American Pharoah 
(2015). He lists Secretariat as 
his all-time favorite horse. 

I Veteran journalist Jim Dun¬ 
leavy, Mid-Atlantic corre¬ 
spondent for the Daily Racing 
Form , received the 2017 Old 


Hilltop Award, presented by 
the Maryland Jockey Club for 
covering Thoroughbred racing 
with excellence and distinction. 
Dunleavy, whose time 
with the Daily Racing 
Form has touched 
parts of four decades, 
graduated from the 
Racetrack Industry 
Program at the Uni¬ 
versity of Arizona 
and went to work 
for the Daily Racing 
Form at Santa Anita 
Park in 1982. After 
a decade of chart¬ 
ing races and writing 
articles at Aqueduct, 
Canterbury Downs, 
Philadelphia Park, 
and others he joined 
the editorial staff in 
the Form’s Chicago 
office. Dunleavy 
was assistant man¬ 
aging editor in New 


York. Now, he covers racing 
in Delaware, Maryland, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia. 

■ Rob Carr of Getty Images 
received the Jerry Frutkoff 
Memorial Award sponsored by 
Nikon for the best Preakness 
photo of 2016. Carr’s win¬ 
ning photo shows winner 
Exaggerator head-on with all 
four legs in the air above a 
sloppy track. Maryland Jockey 
Club photographer and judge 
Jim McCue called the pho¬ 
tograph “very spectacular.” 
Carr said the winning image 
was taken with a 300mm lens 
mounted on a camera under 
the inside rail in the dirt that 
was remotely fired about 150 
feet past the finish line just as 
Exaggerator and jockey Kent 
Desormeaux were crossing the 
finish line. A Baltimore-based 
staff photographer with Getty, 
Carr has been covering horse 
racing for over 30 years. He 
previously won the award in 
2009. The 1988 graduate of 
Eastern Kentucky University 
with a degree in journalism 
grew up in the Thoroughbred 
industry, as his father worked 
at several farms in the region. 



Rob Carr’s award-winning photo of 
Preakness winner Exaggerator. 
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RACE 

DISTANCE 

TO BE RUN 

PURSE 

(Guaranteed) 

CLOSES 

N0M-FEES 

The Obeah Stakes - Listed For Fillies and Mares-3 Year Olds & Upward 

1 mile & 1/8 

June 10 

$100,000 

May 29 

$50 

The Stanton Stakes - Grade BT For 3 Year Olds 

1 mile & 1/16 (Turf) 

June 10 

$50,000 

May 31 

FREE 

The Christiana Stakes - Grade BT For Fillies 3 Year Olds 

1 mile & 1/16 (Turf) 

June 14 

$50,000 

June 3 

FREE 

THE DELAWARE OAKS - Grade III For Fillies 3 Year Olds 

1 mile & 1/16 

July 8 

$300,000 

June 24 

$100 

The Robert G. Dick Memorial - Grade III Fillies and Mares-3 Year Olds & Upward 

1 mile & 3/8 (Turf) 

July 8 

$200,000 

June 24 

$100 

The Dashing Beauty Stakes - Grade BT For Fillies and Mares-3 Year Olds & Upward 

6 furlongs 

July 8 

$50,000 

June 28 

FREE 

The Cape Henlopen Stakes - Grade BT 3 Year Olds & Upward 

1 mile & 1/2 (Turf) 

July 8 

$50,000 

June 28 

FREE 

THE DELAWARE HANDICAP - Grade 1 Fillies and Mares-3 Year Olds & Upward 

1 mile & 1/4 

July 15 

$750,000 

July 1 

$250 

The Kent Stakes - Grade III For 3 Year Olds 

1 mile & 1/8 (Turf) 

July 15 

$200,000 

July 1 

$100 

The Carl Hanford Memorial Stakes - Grade BT 3 Year Olds & Upward 

1 mile & 1/16 

July 15 

$50,000 

July 5 

FREE 

The Hockessin Stakes - Grade BT 3 Year Olds & Upward 

6 furlongs 

July 15 

$50,000 

July 5 

FREE 

The DTHA Governors Day Handicap** 0 3 Year Olds & Upward 

1 mile & 70 yds 

Sept 30 

$75,000 

Sept 16 

FREE 

The First State Dash (0 * For 2 Year Olds 

5 1/2 furlongs 

Sept 30 

$75,000 

Sept 16 

FREE 

The Small Wonder ©* For Fillies-2 Year Olds 

5 1/2 furlongs 

Sept 30 

$75,000 

Sept 16 

FREE 

The New Castle (0 * For 3 Year Olds & Upward 

6 furlongs 

Sept 30 

$100,000 

Sept 16 

FREE 

The Tax Free Shopping Distaff (0 * For Fillies and Mares-3 Year Olds & Upward 

6 furlongs 

Sept 30 

$100,000 

Sept 16 

FREE 

The George Rosenberger Memorial** 0 For Fillies and Mares-3 Year Olds & Upward 

1 mile & 1/16 (Turf) 

Sept 30 

$75,000 

Sept 16 

FREE 

Horsemen please remember to check all condition books for Overnight Stakes that are not listed here for the 2017 Racing Season. 


* restricted to Delaware-bred and/or Certified horses (D denotes Delaware Certified 0 Delaware Certified horses will receive up to a $50,000 bonus if finish 1 st, 2nd or 3rd 

** restricted to horses who made a 2017 start at Delaware Park (stake races excluded) 

For more info call/email: Jed Doro 302.994.2521 x7277 jerome.doro@delawarepark.com • Lenny J. Rera 302.994.2521 x7225 lenny.rera@delawarepark.com 

LIVE THOROUGHBRED RACING June 3-October 21 




CASINO AT DELAWARE PARK • 777 Delaware Park Boulevard • Wilmington, DE 19804 • 1.800.41 .SLOTS • www.delawarepark.com 

























PENSIONER ON PARADE by Maggie Kimmitt 


Fields r-JIS 



H er name is Fickle Fate. It suits 

her, especially considering that the 
pensioned broodmare leads the 
life she does today because trainer Ann 
Merryman got her wires crossed 22 years 
ago when she went to the Keeneland 
September Yearling sale in 1995 to 
purchase a broodmare prospect for a 
client. 

“I used my own discretion, but it 
turned out he didn’t want her,” she said. 

It’s not hard to understand what she 
saw in the Kentucky-bred filly by Majestic 
Light out of the Spectacular Bid mare Look. 

Her second dam Tuerta (*Forli— 
Continue, by Double Jay) starred in stakes 
company for breeder/owner Claiborne 
Farm. As a 2-year-old in 1972, she won 
Delaware Park’s Blue Hen Stakes. She 
shipped to Belmont two months later 
and finished second in the Astarita Stakes. 
During her sophomore season, she was 
third in Saratoga’s Test-G2 and won the 


Long Island Handicap-G3 at Aqueduct 
in November 1973. A year later, she won 
Laurel Park’s Grade 3 Chrysanthemum. 

Tuerta was also a half-sister to four 
stakes winners, including the hard- 
knocking *Herbager colts List and 
Yamanin, the latter winner of the Grade 1 
Widener, and File, dam of champion and 
leading sire Forty Niner. 

Tuerta’s grandest accomplishment was 
still to come, however. Bred to Seattle 
Slew in 1980, she produced champion 
Swale in 1981. The winner of five Grade 
Is, including the Florida Derby, Kentucky 
Derby and Belmont Stakes, Swale was 
Claiborne’s great hope for the future 
when he died of a heart attack June 17, 
1984, just days after the Belmont. 

Despite the page, the filly wasn’t exactly 
what Merryman’s client had in mind, so 
she decided to keep the horse herself. 

“I tried to sell her a couple of times. 
Before she ever ran, I got a lot of calls on 


her. She had already worked pretty darn 
well, and she’s relatively crooked. So I 
wanted probably a lot more than people 
wanted to pay for her. But she had already 
shown a little talent in the morning. You 
can’t blame them, because I hadn’t paid 
anything near what I was asking for her, 
but I just felt that with her pedigree and 
the way she had worked, she was a good 
value. I was reading an English novel at 
the time and the term 'fickle fate’ kept 
coming up, so I figured I was fated to 
own her.” 

Merryman’s long-time close friend 
Stacie Eggleton remembers the youngster 
well. 

££ I got on her as a yearling. She had a 
big, fluid stride and I told Ann she was 
the real deal—you just had that feeling. 

But she was tough to gallop; if you even 
moved on her she’d tie up. She ran a few 
times on the dirt and then Ann put her 
away until the following spring. The first 
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time I worked her on the turf, it was like 
'Oh my God, what do I have under me?’” 

Back at the races as a 3-year-old in 
1997, Fickle Fate won her sophomore 
debut, a maiden special going 8V2 furlongs 
on the grass with Mario Pino. She 
repeated in her next start, an allowance at 
the same distance, again on the Pimlico 
lawn. 

Tough and consistent in allowance 
company, Fickle Fate continued to pad 
her bank account. She won Pimlico’s 
Searching Stakes in 1998. 

"It was a big deal to me,” Merryman 
said, "to win with my own horse.” 

Later in the summer, Fickle Fate gave 
Merryman more to smile about with 
a score in the York Stakes at Colonial 
Downs and a third in Delaware Park’s 
Robert G. Dick Memorial. Bumped up 
to graded stakes ranks at the end of the 
year, she was fifth in Woodbine’s E.P 
Taylor-G2 and ninth in the Long Island 
Handicap-G2 at Aqueduct. 

Retired after that effort, Fickle Fate’s 
record read 20-6-2-1 with earnings of 
$153,080. 


Merryman then sold half of the filly 
to client Robert Schaedle. They bred 
her to Grand Slam in 1999, sending 
the resulting foal, a filly, to Keeneland 
September in 2001 where she was 
purchased by Mike Pegram for $80,000. 

Fickle Fate was in foal to Saint Ballado 
when Merryman and Schaedle decided 
to offer her at the 2000 Keeneland 
November sale. It paid off; she was 
purchased by G. Watts Humphrey for 
$475,000. 

Merryman kept an eye on the horse 
over the years, and when she appeared in 
the catalog at the 2007 Keeneland January 
sale, she had former client Ted Mudge 
sign the $25,000 slip for her. Fickle Fate 
was on her way back to the Merryman 
family’s farm, The Orebanks, in Sparks, 
Md. 

"She had done a lot for me and I 
was afraid she was just going to go on 
downhill. All the way around, I was 
always lucky with her. She was in foal to 
City Zip, which I was pretty excited about. 
And I felt I owed her a retirement.” 


The City Zip foal proved to be a hard- 
luck story. When an internal mass was 
discovered in the colt, Merryman opted 
for surgery, which was unsuccessful. But 
Merryman rebounded with Fickle Fate’s 
final offspring in 2008 —a filly by Action 
This Day named Grant Park. 

"I’m pretty liberal and that’s where 
Obama made his acceptance speech. I 
sold half of her originally to Robert 
Schaedle, and then eventually I sold all of 
her to him because I didn’t want a mare 
in Kentucky.” 

In yet another interesting twist of, 
yes, fate, Grant Park’s 2-year-old colt 
by Mineshaft, named Cloud Gate, is 
headed to Merryman’s barn. As most 
of her youngsters do, he’ll spend time 
at The Orebanks, where his 23-year-old 
granddam still enjoys the retirement 
Merryman was so determined to provide. 

"I turn all of my young horses out 
with Fickle Fate. She’s kind of like the 
grandmom and tells everyone how to 
behave.” 

As Eggleton added, "She’s the queen 
of her field now.” ^ 



Mill-fed horses were big winners on 
Preakness Weekend: (clockwise) Graham 
Motion-trained HAPPY MESA won the $100,000 Hilltop 
S and NO MO DOUGH won the $100,000 Sir Barton 
S; Tom Proctor-trained CAMBODIA won the $150,000 
Gallorette S; Horatio DePaz/Sagamore Farm owned 
RECRUITING READY won the $200,000 Chick Lang S. 


Contact our equine nutritionist Michelle Jennings to learn more about how The Mill can help optimize your horses’ performances 
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Editorial 


by joe Clancy 



Long lost link 
to Preakness 
winner’s family 


H ot, Delaware Park in August hot. 
Shedrow raked up, horses rest¬ 
ing behind fans powered by more 
extension cords than aisle 12 at The Home 
Depot. The work was over for the day, but 
I had to wait for an owner to come look at 
the new horse. 

“Too bad I can’t tell him what we really 
think of this one,” I said to myself with 
a nod toward the wide-faced, stocky, bay 
2-year-old behind the full screen. If he 
heard me, he didn’t let on. The new colt 
was mean, strong, ornery, mean and-as 
far as I could tell—slow. And mean. Did 
I mention mean? He hated me. He hated 
Lonnie, the world’s greatest racetrack 
groom. The new colt hated hotwalkers, 
exercise riders, other horses, life. For some 
reason, he lived in the first group of stalls 
near the tackroom—the high-rent district. 
His neighbors were classy dudes who liked 
to train, liked to race, let you groom them 
without using Lonnie’s little snap twitch. 


Maybe we figured some of that would rub 
off on the new colt. It never did. 

“Joey, you watch that one,” Lonnie 
would say pretty much every morning. “He 
might hurt somebody.” 

The only redeeming quality the new 
colt had was pedigree. His sire King’s 
Bishop, a son of Round Table and the 
Fleet Nasrullah mare Spearfish, won the 
Carter Handicap, the Fall Highweight, the 
Round Table Handicap. He started 15 
times as a 3-year-old, won seven, and fol¬ 
lowed up with a 13-start campaign, and 
four wins, the next season. Allen Jerkens 
trained the horse for Allaire duPont’s 
Bohemia Stable. The new colt’s dam, 
T. V. Highlights, was by T. V. Commercial 
and won turf stakes in the Mid-Atlantic. 
I remember her trading punches with 
our horse Restless Singleton in the 1970s. 
Restless won some and T. V. Highlights 
usually won the ones Restless didn’t. 

DuPont’s son-in-law, Dr. William 
Wright, bred, owned and trained T. V. High¬ 
lights and I recall some sort of sheepskin 
girth channel and wire rig designed to pre¬ 
vent her from hitting herself. Something 
like that anyway. Dr. Wright was like that. 
He tinkered with horses, invented leg paint, 
often ran his horses without shoes and 
came up with unique ways to treat prob¬ 
lems. His Labadie Mill Farm horses could 
pretty much always run, no matter where 
he took them—from Blue Ridge Point-to- 
Point to Belmont Park. 

Dr. Wright bred the new colt and sold 
him to Augustin Stable, who sent him to 
my father at Delaware Park, and that was 
good enough for us. This was going to be 
a good horse. Had to be. Right? 

King’s Bishop was for real. T. V. High¬ 
lights was for real. Any son of theirs was 
for real too. Only he wasn’t. He bit me on 
the back once and hung on long enough 
to leave a mark that lasted all summer. Of 
course, I once broke a pitchfork handle 
across his back so we were even. Kind of. 

Named Bishop’s Hymn, he was foaled 
in 1982 and never actually ran in a real 
race. He made three fruitless point-to- 


point starts for my dad, finishing third 
in Potomac’s maiden flat in 1986. Bruce 
Wagner, now the starter in Maryland, rode 
him once. So did my brother Sean (in a 
junior race). I have no idea what happened 
after that, but his racing career ended 
before it ever really began-I’d blame his 
attitude, but a tricky stifle probably had as 
much to do with it. He bowed a tendon, I 
think, and hopefully mellowed out enough 
to become somebody’s riding horse. I 
regret that I seemed to hate him so much, 
but horses are like people. He was mean 
and miserable, but probably misunder¬ 
stood too. 

Owner George Strawbridge Jr. even¬ 
tually showed up at the barn that day 
at Delaware Park in 1984. I had fallen 
asleep in a chair in the shedrow, under a 
fly sheet. He woke me up. I sputtered at 
first, rose in a tangle, then went to get the 
new colt. I put the shank over his nose, 
gave him a stern look and led him outside. 
He behaved long enough for Strawbridge 
to give the thumb’s up (what else was he 
going to do?) and I put the horse away. 

And now you know the story of 
Bishop’s Hymn. Why does it matter? 
Because I thought of him in May, for the 
first time in years. 

His distant relative won the 2017 
Preakness. Really. It’s all there in the cata- 
log page. 

Going back four generations, the bot¬ 
tom half of Cloud Computing’s female 
family reads Quick Temper, Halo America, 
Ameriangel, Ameriturn. 

Wright bred Ameriangel in Maryland. 
The daughter of Halo never ran, but 
produced Grade 1 winner Halo America 
and two other winners. Wright also bred 
Ameriangel’s dam Ameriturn. Wright’s 
mother-in-law Allaire duPont bred Ameri- 
turn’s dam Fanrigo. 

And Wright bred Ameriturn’s brother 
Amerikingdom (a Strawbridge foxhunter 
when my dad took the job in 1978 or so) 
and sister T. V. Highlights, whose son wore 
me out one summer at Delaware Park. # 
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Sure footed horse power: 

Gator XUV 590i S4 

Looking for a practical partner to lighten your load? 
Even with four people on board, the Gator XUV 590i 
S4 gets you from A to B in style and comfort thanks 
to power steering, 4WD and fully independent 
suspension. There's a new digital dash, and the rear 
bench folds down in seconds for even more space. 
Experience the Difference today! 

Start by calling 866-678-4289 to see how your equine 
membership can save you on John Deere products 
while helping support the equine industry at the 
same time. 



JohnDeere.com 













Unraced until February, 
Cloud Computing wins 
Preakness in fourth start 

By Tom Law 


T he days ticked away last summer at Saratoga Race 
Course as the meeting loomed and Chad Brown 
prepared to launch the careers of two colts 
bought for one of his main clients at the same yearling 
sale almost a year before. 

Both were by promising young stallions and Brown 
ranked them among the best juveniles in the barn. One 
was a bay named Practical Joke, a son of Into Mischief 
who cost $240,000 at the 2015 Keeneland September 
yearling sale. The other was a dark bay named Cloud 
Computing, a son of Maclean’s Music who cost 
$ 200 , 000 . 

The two were working steadily over the Oklahoma Training 
Track, the perfect place to give young horses an education with a 
quiet setting in the spring and early summer before the hubbub of 
the racing season gets in full swing in the upstate New York town. 
They weren’t working together, but they were showing all the signs 
they’d be ready to run early at the meet. 

As June folded into July only Practical Joke remained on that 
path, steadily breezing 4 and 5 furlongs on the deep Oklahoma 
dirt and eventually on Saratoga’s main track once it opened. Cloud 
Computing turned in five breezes on Oklahoma in June-three at 
three-eighths and two at a half-mile-then disappeared from the 
work tab. 

“He had a small chip in his front ankle, he was sound,” Brown 
said. “We checked him one day, picked it up. He was getting ready 
to debut at Saratoga, he was pretty close, a couple works away.” 

Disappointed but knowing what needed to be done, Brown 
made the call trainers abhor. He called Seth Klarman, who races 
as Klaravich Stable and owns Cloud Computing in partnership 
with Bill Lawrence. 

Unsurprisingly, Klarman took the news pretty well. 

“Do your thing, whatever you think,” he told Brown. 

“I like this horse,” Brown told the owner. “I think we should = 
clean it up.” i 
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Champion 2-year-old male of 2016, Classic 
Empire trains at Pimlico during Preakness Week. 


Ten months later, Cloud Computing 
was clean as new money, winning the 
142nd Preakness Stakes-Gl at Baltimore’s 
Pimlico Race Course May 20. The classic 
win proved to be not only a reward but 
also confirmation that time and patience 
often lead to success at the highest levels 
of the game. 

“I could have run him a few times, 
maybe do surgery after he runs, but it’s 
not my style,” said Brown. “I’m always 
waiting. Bobby Frankel taught me that; fix 
problems right away and you’ll be rewarded 
down the road.” 

For his part, Practical Joke proved that 
success takes many forms by winning his 
debut at Saratoga Aug. 6, adding Grade 1 
tallies in the Hopeful and Champagne as a 
juvenile and finding a spot in the 20-horse 
starting gate for the Kentucky Derby-Gl 
May 6. He finished fifth while his stable- 
mate—who didn’t debut until February at 
Aqueduct—skipped the Derby in favor of 
the Triple Crown’s second step. 

He made it count. 

In just his fourth start, Cloud Com¬ 
puting caught 2016 juvenile champion 
Classic Empire in the stretch to win by 
a head in 1:55.98 for lYu miles. Senior 
Investment rallied for third at 31-1. 
Kentucky Derby winner Always Dreaming 
set much of the pace, while stalked for 
every step by Classic Empire, and faded to 
eighth in a field of 10. 

Cloud Computing gave Brown his first 
success in an American classic—he’d made 
only five attempts, four in the Derby and 
one in the Belmont—and also the first for 
Klarman and Lawrence. Javier Castellano, 



Leaning into his draw reins, as usual, Kentucky Derby winner Always Dreaming 
puts on a morning show at Pimlico a few days before the Preakness. 


who landed the mount thanks to a long 
association with Brown, added a second 
Preakness to his victory with Bernardini 
in 2006. 

The victory set off a wild celebration 
in the tight owners’ box area at Pimlico, 
with Klarman, Lawrence, Brown and the 
entourage whooping it up not far from the 
connections of the beaten rivals. Cloud 
Computing got a warm reception from the 
record crowd of 140,327. 

The ovation was fitting for a colt who 
drew raves for his good looks training 
at Belmont Park, where he completed 
his Preakness preparations, and once on 
the grounds at Pimlico. The dark bay- 
with a white dot (maybe) between his eyes — 
looked like Batman walking the shedrow a 
few days out. Sleek, long, fit, rested, ready, 
he was the potential upsetter despite a 
lack of seasoning and a single win against 
Aqueduct maidens on his race record. 

“We had a weird feeling today,” said 
Lawrence. “We just looked and said, Why 
not today?’ You never want to get there 
way ahead, but this horse was really train¬ 
ing well. We weren’t . . . Chad’s first plan 
was let’s take a break. We just thought we 
had a good horse.” 

Derby Trail leads 
to Preakness Road 

With its news choppers, airplane adver¬ 
tisements, thumping music and even a 
rattling shopping cart or 12, the Preakness 
walkover can undo any mammal. 

“This is nuts. I don’t know how these 
guys do it. I get nervous about little races,” 


said Anthony Bonomo, co-owner of 
Always Dreaming back at the barn with 
45 minutes to post. “It’s worse [than the 
Derby]. You know, you win the Derby 
you’re supposed to win the next one. 
Everybody’s rooting for you. Oh boy.” 

Always Dreaming had won the Derby 
for Bonomo, his wife Mary Ellen, Vinnie 
and Teresa Viola, West Point Thorough¬ 
breds and Siena Farm—living up to a flaw¬ 
less prep schedule of Tampa Bay Downs 
maiden win Jan. 25, Gulfstream Park allow¬ 
ance win March 4 and then a 5-length 
romp in the Florida Derby-Gl April 1. 

At Churchill Downs on the first 
Saturday in May, the dark bay colt slapped 
around 19 rivals including New Jersey- 
bred Irish War Cry (who finished 10th) 
and Pennsylvania-bred Fast and Accurate 
(17th) while winning by 2% lengths on a 
wet track. 

Trainer Todd Pletcher, who got his 
second Derby win, sent Always Dreaming 
to Pimlico early in hopes of finding some 
peace for his horse. 

The track, which hosted a 12-day 
Preakness meet, cooperated and the horse 
seemed to thrive. He’d gotten sharp and 
strong at Churchill, prompting Pletcher 
to install draw reins and change exercise 
riders to strong-armed, light-handed Nick 
Bush. 

“We got to Churchill and, snap, he was 
on it,” said Pletcher the day before the 
Preakness. “I thought, £ OK, he’ll breeze 
and blow off some steam and be back 
to normal.’ Not all all. Nobody could 
have galloped him without draw reins at 
Churchill.” 
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Late on the scene at Pimlico Preakness week, Cloud Computing races his shadow 
on the Pimlico dirt while prepping for his first graded stakes win. 


The draw reins stayed on at Pimlico, 
and Always Dreaming seemed to continue 
the same trend. He acted fresh, happy, 
sharp-really sharp-and he’d essentially 
run the best race of his life while train¬ 
ing similarly a few weeks earlier. Six days 
before the race, Always Dreaming jigged 
down the horsepath to the track for a 6 
a.m. gallop. He walked on at the top of 
the stretch and wasted little time making 
Bush earn his money. Just past the wire, the 
Derby winner threw in a little buck—some 
hesitation, a jump—before galloping IV 2 
miles like a Labrador Retriever heading for 
the neighborhood pond. 

“The problem was that he was trying 
to buck with the draw reins on,” Pletcher 
said. “That’s why he kind of stumbled a 
little bit. Without the draw reins he would 
have wanted to have a little breeze. What 
we’re seeing out there gives us the same 
feel we were getting at Churchill. He’s on 
it. He’s feeling good. He’s high-energy. We 
came in here [early] because he could relax, 
but we don’t want him too relaxed. His 
appetite is really good. His energy level is 
outstanding. What we’ve seen is what we 
were hoping for.” 

That vision remained in place through 
the week. Always Dreaming training, 
Pletcher answering questions, counting on 
a repeat of the Derby effort. 

“Like everyone coming back from the 
Derby, your biggest concern is trying to 
repeat a top performance in 14 days,” 
Pletcher said, nine days out. “Based off the 
strength of his race and the way he seems 
to have come out of it so far, we’re really 
happy.” 


But, like always, Pletcher added his 
caveat when it comes to wheeling a horse 
back on short rest, “...a lot of times you 
don’t know until the quarter pole.” 

At Belmont Park, Cloud Computing 
went through his paces. He knew noth¬ 
ing of Derby pressure, of Preakness Day 
hoopla, of draw reins, of 14-day turn¬ 
arounds and “sharp-or-too-sharp?” ques¬ 
tions. No, he just trained—on schedule for 
a six-week return to racing (Brown’s forte). 
He breezed a half-mile in :48.40 a week out 
and arrived at Pimlico four days before the 
Preakness. 

Cloud Computing stepped off a Sallee 
tractor-trailer like a boss-ears up, forelock 
catching the breeze just so, lip chain firmly 
in place. He galloped easily the next day—a 
horse doing work—and got a kiss on the 
neck from exercise rider Peter Roman as 
a reward. 

Bred in Kentucky by Hill £ n’ Dale Equine 
Holdings and Stretch Run Ventures, Cloud 
Computing is part of the first crop of Hill 
£ n’ Dale stallion Maclean’s Music—a son 
of Distorted Humor whose career lasted 
one start (a blast-off, 6-furlong Santa Anita 
maiden win in 1:07.44) in 2011. Standing 
for $8,500, he ranked eighth among first- 
crop sires in 2016 and was second (through 
May) among second-crop sires this year. 
Regionally, a Maclean’s Music colt was 
reserve champion at the Maryland Horse 
Breeders Association’s yearling show in 
2016. 

Cloud Computing’s dam, the A.P Indy 
mare Quick Temper, placed in graded 
stakes, earned $259,722 and had produced 
two winners before the future Preakness 


winner went through the ring at Keeneland 
September (she since has had another win¬ 
ner, $5,000 Charles Town maiden claimer 
Ms. Short Fuze). Quick Temper’s roots 
run through the Mid-Atlantic via third dam 
Ameriangel—bred in Maryland by Dr. and 
Mrs. William Wright. Ameriangel never 
raced and neither did her Maryland-bred 
dam Ameriturn, but Ameriturn’s half-sister 
T. V. Highlights won stakes at Delaware 
Park, Penn National and Monmouth Park 
for the Wrights’ Labadie Mill Farm in 1980. 

Hyped showdown 

After a full field of 20 went to the 
starting gate in the Derby, the Preakness 
field numbered 10. Without the chaff, the 
second jewel of the Triple Crown boiled 
down to a showdown between Derby win¬ 
ner Always Dreaming and Classic Empire, 
who finished fourth in the Derby following 
a troubled start. 

Those two dominated the wagering, 
Always Dreaming going to the post at 
7-5 with Classic Empire right behind at 
2-1. Lookin At Lee, a longshot second in 
the Derby, was the only other runner at 
single digits at 9-1. Breaking side-by-side 
in posts four and five, respectively, Always 
Dreaming (John Velazquez) and Classic 
Empire (Julien Leparoux) locked on each 
other early, guaranteeing there would be no 
Derby distraction. 

Velazquez reached down with his right 
hand to adjust his right stirrup twice in the 
first few strides as Always Dreaming made 
for the front. Leparoux hustled Classic 
Empire away from the gate and found a 
spot on the Derby winner’s right hip in a 
few strides. Breaking from post two, Cloud 
Computing resisted the assistant starter’s 
attention for a moment just before the 
doors opened, then allowed the leaders to 
clear while inching off the rail. Castellano 
tapped the brakes, crouching against the 
reins and shifting his feet forward while 
passing the finish line the first time. 

Always Dreaming covered the open¬ 
ing quarter-mile in :23.16, with Classic 
Empire just behind. Third, covered up, 
Cloud Computing listened to his jockey 
and stayed put-just inside longshot Term 
of Art through a half-mile in :46.81. 

Brown and Castellano analyzed the race 
a few days beforehand and envisioned 
exactly what was materializing. 

“The first thing was getting a clean 
break,” Brown said of his wish list before 
the Preakness. “Here’s a horse that had 
only run three times and [in] two of them 
he broke bad. 

“It’s Javier’s first time riding the horse. 
What helps in situations like this is that we 
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have good chemistry. He’s ridden a lot of 
top horses for me and ridden them well. 
We work well together and when I relay 
information about a horse or a plan, he 
knows just what I’m talking about and he 
can get it done. That’s big. Once he got a 


spot early, we figured the race can be won 
or lost in that first turn. I feel he won that 
race right in that first turn.” 

This time, Pletcher was wrong about 
not knowing if a horse was bouncing until 


the quarter pole. Always Dreaming threw 
his anchor long before the quarter pole. 

Classic Empire wrested a short lead 
from Always Dreaming entering the 
second turn as 6 furlongs went by in 
1:11, pulling Leparoux to the front while 


The Big Moment 

Klarman, Lawrence bask in Preakness triumph 

By Joe Clancy 


A fter answering questions in a press 
conference, and answering some 
more after that, Bill Lawrence walked 
out of an infield tent at Pimlico Race 
Course and looked up. There, in the twi¬ 
light, still wet from the last strokes of 
Lawrence Jones’ paintbrush, alone over¬ 
looking an ocean of tented chaos, stood 
the track’s historic horse-and-jockey 
weathervane. The silks were red and white, 
the horse was dark bay and the moment 
was all Lawrence’s. 

“Wow, look at that,” he said as he leaned 
on the back of a small set of bleachers set 
in place for winner’s circle photographers 
who were off editing photos at the end of 
a long day. “That’s really cool. I could sit 
here for an hour.” 

He didn’t, but he did make sure to 
drink in the moment on a quieting, 
darkening racetrack in Baltimore where 
a record 140,327 cheered home Cloud 
Computing—owned by Seth Klarman’s 
Klaravich Stables and Lawrence—in the 
142nd Preakness Stakes-Gl. Trained by 
Chad Brown, Cloud Computing stalked 
a duel between Kentucky Derby-Gl win¬ 
ner Always Dreaming and 2016 juvenile 
champion Classic Empire before unfurl¬ 
ing a stretch rally to win by a head at 
13-1. Classic Empire settled for second 
with longshot Senior Investment a rallying 
third after lYu miles in 1:55.98. Always 
Dreaming faded to eighth in a field of 10, 
halting Triple Crown thoughts before they 
had a chance to take root. 

For Klarman, who grew up in nearby 
Mt. Washington, the classic win was a 
homecoming of sorts while also a crown¬ 
ing achievement in an interest in racing 
cultivated many years earlier at Pimlico. 

“It was unbelievably exciting,” he said. 
“I grew up three blocks from here, was a 
big fan of racing from a kid and came to 
the Preakness many, many times. I never 
imagined I’d own a horse, let alone be the 


winner of the Preakness. I started out as a 
teenager handicapping, enjoying the races, 
enjoying the athletic performances and 
enjoying the puzzle of trying to figure out 
who might win a race.” 

Klarman figured out far more than 
that, as he became a major player in the 
world of investing. He’s the chief executive 
of the Baupost Group, a private invest¬ 
ment partnership with $31 billion in assets. 
Klarman is a billionaire and one of the 
world’s experts when it comes to invest¬ 
ing philosophy. His book Margin of Safety: 
Risk-Averse Value Investing Strategies for the 
Thoughful Investor has something of a cult 
following. Beyond the market, he is a 
philanthropist-supporting medical causes, 
Jewish organizations, programs to edu¬ 
cate against anti-Semitism and bigotry and 
more. Buildings named for Klarman exist 
at Cornell, where he graduated in 1979, 
and at Harvard Business School (1982). 

Along the way, he became a Thorough¬ 
bred owner. His first foray ended quickly 
in the late 1980s. Later, he and a friend 
Jess Ravich were in a partnership. In 2000, 
Klarman and Ravich started Klaravich 
Stables. They won nine races that first 
year, three the next and six the year after 
that—almost always with horses named for 
financial terms (Antitrust, Credit Crunch, 
Market Meltdown, Buy the Dips, future 
steeplechaser Bubble Economy and so on). 

Ravich got out in 2003 and another 
friend, Lawrence, joined Klarman as a 
minority partner in 2006. They’ve topped 
$1 million in annual earnings nine times 
including $5.1 million in 2016, and cam¬ 
paigned major winners Practical Joke, Sum 
of the Parts, Summer Doldrums, Takeover 
Target, Money Multiplier, Central Banker, 
Paid Up Subscriber and others. Klaravich 
and Lawrence led the country in graded 
stakes wins last year. 

In 2015, Alike Ryan bid $200,000 on 
behalf of the partnership to buy a colt 


from the first crop of Maclean’s Music 
bred by Hill £ n’ Dale Equine Holdings and 
Stretch Run Ventures. The dark bay’s sire 
ran just once (but showed blazing speed). 
Dam Quick Temper, a daughter of A.P 
Indy, placed in graded stakes and had-to 
that point—produced two winners. Second 
dam, Halo America, won the Grade 1 
Apple Blossom and produced seven win¬ 
ners. 

Cloud Computing learned his early les¬ 
sons at Stonestreet Farm in Florida, then 
went to Brown. The Kentucky-bred was 
on target to run early as a 2-year-old, 
but went to the sidelines with an injury 
and subsequent ankle surgery. Instead of 
winning on the big stage at Saratoga, he 
picked up a debut win on the inner track at 
Aqueduct in February, over future stakes 
winner Big Handsome among others. Next 
he finished second in the Gotham-G3 and 
third in the Wood Memorial-G2. 

Cloud Computing had enough points 
to make the Derby field, but Brown opted 
to wait and start Practical Joke (who fin¬ 
ished fifth) for Klaravich and Lawrence. 
The dividends arrived at Pimlico as Cloud 
Computing won off six weeks’ rest. 

“No regrets. I think possibly some of 
the reason that we won today was because 
we were patient and didn’t throw an inex¬ 
perienced horse against a 20-horse field 
in the Derby on a very difficult track,” 
Klarman said. “So I think that’s actually 
why we’re here today. I’ve also learned in 
life that you don’t look back with a lot of 
would-have, could-have, should-have, that 
we made a great call and we’re ecstatic 
today and we’ll worry about the future, not 
the past.” 

Klarman, whose father was a professor 
at Johns Hopkins, laughed when asked to 
compare his professional life to his racing 
life. 

“In my regular life I’m a long-term 
value investor so we make patient long- 
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Under the watchful eye of Gov. Larry Hogan, the Preakness winner and his people stand tall in the winner’s circle. 


term investments on behalf of our cli¬ 
ents,” he said. “This is gambling. This is 
a risky undertaking. This is not at all like 
what I do in the rest of my life, but it does 
provide one of the highest levels of excite¬ 
ment that a person can have. It’s really 
been a thrill and this is the highlight of our 
career so far as Thoroughbred owners.” 

A private person who doesn’t do many 
interviews, Klarman caught a flight home 
to Boston after the Preakness press confer¬ 
ence. Lawrence stuck around to celebrate, 
to bearhug Brown back at the barn, to slap 
jockey Javier Castellano on the back, to dis¬ 
cover the post-race party in the barn area, 
to soak it all in. As the CEO of Meridian 
Capital Partners, the Albany, N.Y, resident 
shares a profession with Klarman but 
sometimes takes a different approach to 
the spotlight. 

“If Seth’s at the barn at 5 o’clock [in 
the morning] we always joke he got up at 
4 o’clock to go over there,” Lawrence said. 
“If I’m at the barn at 5 in Saratoga, I’m just 


maybe making a stop on the way home. 
We’re very different in that regard.” 

He was half-kidding, and appreciates 
everything about his friend and racing 
partner. 

Klarman nearly deferred the Preakness 
celebrations entirely, and even suggested 
that he and Lawrence let their wives col¬ 
lect the Woodlawn Vase and the accolades. 
Beth Klarman made sure her husband 
stepped up to meet Gov. Larry Hogan as 
Jones went to work on that weathervane. 

“He’s very cerebral, very smart,” 
Lawrence said of Klarman. “We’ve won 
some big races, and sometimes he says, 
‘You talk to them. I don’t want to talk to 
anybody.’ You got a lot out of him [in the 
press conference]. It’s just not his personal¬ 
ity. We both love the horses. We both feel 
very fortunate about it.” 

Like Klarman, Lawrence grew up a rac¬ 
ing fan—albeit with a different home track. 
Klarman saw Secretariat win the Preakness 
in 1973; Lawrence was at Saratoga Race 
Course when Affirmed was disqualified for 


interfering with Alydar in the 1978 Travers. 
Like all kids, Lawrence and his friends 
used to dream about starting a band “to 
meet some girls.” Saratoga added a second 
dream to the equation, however. 

“If anybody ever makes some money,” 
Lawrence and his buddies would tell each 
other, “you’ve got to buy some horses.” 

Decades later, Lawrence makes enough 
money to own horses. 

He’s won at Saratoga. He’s won graded 
stakes. He’s started horses in the Derby. 
He’s gone to the Breeders’ Cup. And now 
he’s won the Preakness. 

“My parents are schoolteachers, I don’t 
come from the kind of money that would 
own horses,” he said. “This sport takes a 
lot of money. We’re lucky that we’ve been 
able to put the money in it, but you just 
feel so happy. You didn’t dream as a kid . . . 
literally I dreamed, ‘Maybe you could own 
a horse.’ ” 

Maybe even a horse like Cloud Com¬ 
puting. w 
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Bending into the first turn, Always Dreaming (right) leads Classic Empire with Cloud Computing lurking in third. 


Velazquez started to push on the Derby 
winner. Sensing the early leader was about 
to retreat, Castellano switched Cloud 
Computing outside a path and shook him 
up at the three-eighths pole. 

“We drew it up exactly the way it hap¬ 
pened; it rarely happens that way,” Brown 
said. “It worked to a T. When I saw the two 
heavyweights hooking up early out there I 
figured, one of them is going to give and 
there will be one of them to run down. 
This horse ran down a real good horse in 
Classic Empire, I have a lot of respect for 
him. I have a lot of respect for the Derby 
winner, too.” 

Classic Empire roared off the turn 
in front, and opened up while Cloud 
Computing came alongside the slightly 
drifting Always Dreaming to inch into sec¬ 
ond. Leparoux and Mark Casse, who trains 
Classic Empire for John Oxley, hoped 
Always Dreaming could carry their colt a 
little farther into the lane so they wouldn’t 
be out there as a target for a late runner. 
That didn’t happen as Always Dreaming 
plummeted to eighth, leaving Classic 
Empire alone—and vulnerable. 

Leparoux implored Classic Empire for 
more outside the eighth pole and they were 
still clear inside the final furlong, but Cloud 
Computing took aim. Castellano hit his 


horse once left-handed at the eighth pole, 
then threw crosses from there. Classic 
Empire fought back, but couldn’t with¬ 
stand the rush as Cloud Computing put a 
head in front late and made it last. 

“We got the trip we wanted, outside of 
Always Dreaming,” Leparoux said after 
talking with Casse on the track. “Always 
Dreaming backed out of the race early and 
I got to the lead early, maybe too early.” 

Casse didn’t offer any excuses, saluted 
the winner and told Leparoux, “You did all 
you could,” as they walked off the track. 

Senior Investment, the race’s second 
longest price at 31-1, finished 4 3 A lengths 
back in third with Lookin At Lee a half- 
length behind in a three-way photo for 
fourth with Gunnevera and Multiplier. 

Lightly raced classic winner 

Cloud Computing, who boasted only a 
maiden victory and two placings in New 
York’s top Derby preps in his three previ¬ 
ous starts, became the first Preakness win¬ 
ner to not run in the Derby since Kentucky 
Oaks winner Rachel Alexandra in 2009 and 
just the fourth since Deputed Testamony 
won in 1983. 

Cloud Computing earned enough 
points in his two prior starts to gain a spot 


in the Derby but with Practical Joke already 
in the race and Brown sensing he needed a 
bit more time he eschewed Louisville and 
the first jewel of the Triple Crown. Brown 
credited Frankel with teaching him that 
type of patience, which isn’t always easy to 
exercise given the allure of the Derby for 
anyone with a classy 3-year-old. 

“I was thinking about this in the win¬ 
ner’s circle, I’ve always praised my mentor 
Bobby Frankel, who taught me so much,” 
Brown said. “And it just seems like he’s 
won every race but the Derby and the 
Preakness.” 

Frankel only started four horses in the 
Preakness during his Hall of Fame career, 
and only eight in the Derby. He didn’t go 
unless he felt he had a chance, preferring to 
wait for other spots down the road rather 
than chase an empty wagon. 

Brown learned similar lessons and said 
the decision to skip the Derby was easy, 
preferring the six-week break between the 
Wood and the Preakness and then taking 
on foes coming back on two weeks’ rest. 

“I often ask myself, What would Bobby 
do in this situation?’ because I had so much 
respect for him when I worked for him,” 
Brown said. “I just felt with a lightly raced 
horse like that, he always taught me give 
him time, there’s other races down the 
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The moment of truth-in front of a throng on the turf course-Cloud Computing surges past Classic Empire to win the 142nd Preakness. 


road, always do the right thing, don’t get 
caught up in the emotion of pressing, try¬ 
ing too hard to get that first Derby What 
made the decision a little bit easier was we 
had Practical Joke for the same owners. 

“Seth asked me, after we ran Practical 
Joke, how much factor did that play? It 
played a little, but I ultimately wouldn’t 
have run Cloud Computing in the Derby I 
knew it wasn’t the right thing management- 
wise for the horse. For the long term of 
the horse. And let’s face it, if the horse 
didn’t get up today I still have to live with 
the aftermath of the horse coming out of 
the race. What to do next, how’s the rest 
of his campaign go? As a trainer I have to 
use good management with these horses to 
make them last their whole career.” 

Cloud Computing’s future now looks 
bright, in contrast to what it looked like 
back on that early summer day when 
Brown pulled the plug. Once the chip 
was removed and he recovered, Cloud 
Computing went back into serious training. 
He joined Brown’s string at Palm Meadows 
Training Center in South Florida but was 
back in New York before Christmas. 

He made it to the races Feb. 11 at 
Aqueduct and won a 6-furlong maiden spe¬ 
cial weight on the inner track. That earned 
him a trip to the l!/i6-mile Gotham-G3, 


where he finished second to J Boys Echo 
and ahead of the multiple graded stakes 
winner El Areeb. Cloud Computing then 
finished third in the Wood Memorial-G2, 
7 lengths behind runaway winner Irish 
War Cry. 

“We knew he was good right away. How 
did we know he was this good, Preakness 
good? I’d say in his second start in the 
Gotham when he was chasing a fast pace 
then made another run in the lane, he just 
never quit,” Brown said. “We huddled up 
and said, ‘This horse is really special and 
he can go that far, how can we get to the 
Derby?’ It just didn’t work out in the Wood 
. . . Looking back it was a bit of a speed- 
biased track that day, he was one of the 
only horses that closed ground really.” 

Two weeks after the Wood, Cloud 
Computing worked a half-mile on the 
Belmont training track. He fired bullet 
5-furlong moves in a minute-and-change 
April 29 and May 7 (the latter a day 
after the Derby). In the Baltimore twilight, 
Lawrence recalled a conversation with 
Brown about those works and a potential 
next start. 

“This horse can win whatever we put 
him in,” the trainer told the owner. 

The Preakness was in play with two 
weeks to go and then became a serious 


reality when Cloud Computing went a 
half-mile in :48.85 a week out. The six- 
week break worked for Cloud Computing, 
whose chief Preakness rivals had run 1% 
miles in the Derby two weeks earlier. 

Of course, the final margin came 
down to about a foot after a long stretch 
run—meaning everything matters. 

“I wasn’t positive the horse was going 
to get there right at the wire,” said Brown 
of what he saw watching in the boxes. “We 
had time on our side today. Six weeks of 
rest might have made the difference.” 

Additional reporting by Joe Clancy. 
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Sagamore’s Recruiting Ready scores in Chick Lang 

By Tom Law and Joe Clancy 


S agamore Farm’s presence is fre¬ 
quently felt on Maryland racing’s big¬ 
gest weekend, and often far beyond 
the massive hospitality tent branded with 
owner Kevin Plank’s business interests that 
include Sagamore, Sagamore Spirit and the 
Under Armour sports apparel. 

Sagamore’s black and maroon colors 
landed in the winner’s circle for a stakes 
race on Preakness weekend for the third 
consecutive year when Recruiting Ready 
romped in the $200,000 Maker’s Mark 
Chick Lang Stakes on Preakness Day. 
The 3-year-old son of Algorithms won 
for the third straight time, adding the 
6-furlong stakes to victories in a Laurel 
Park allowance in March and Oaklawn 
Park’s Bachelor Stakes in April. Ridden 
by Horacio Karamanos, Recruiting Ready 
won by 3% lengths over Aquamarine as 
the 5-2 second choice with favored Three 
Rules third in the field of eight. 

Hunter Rankin, Sagamore’s president 
of racing, celebrated enthusiastically with 
Karamanos in the winner’s circle, bear- 
hugging and hoisting the jockey in the air. 
He said the victory was “very emotional” 
for everyone on the Sagamore team. 

“You fall in love with the horses and 
I’ve fallen in love with him,” Rankin said. 
“It’s just . . . hard to put into words. He’s 
such a talented horse, but he’s had a history 
of getting caught, so we worry about that. 
We try to ride him home the best we can 
up in the stands.” 

Recruiting Ready went to the front from 
the start and clicked off solid early fractions 
while Bobby Abu Dhabi, Aquamarine and 
Three Rules gave chase. The winner kicked 
clear turning for home and opened up 2 
lengths in midstretch before cruising home 
in 1:10.35 over the slowly drying out track 
labeled good. 

“He does best when he’s on the lead, 
we kind of let him free run there a little 
bit, if you take too much hold of him he’s 
not going to settle,” said winning trainer 
Horacio DePaz. “He’s a strong horse. I was 
surprised those other horses went with him 
but I was comfortable with him all the way 
around. He’s got a lot of speed and he’s 
learning to run now. He settles a little bit 
and he’s making that run at the end.” 


No worries for Moquett 

After an interview with XBTV, Ron 
Moquett walked to a spot just behind the 
winner’s circle and leaned on a black iron 
post—eyes fixed on the infield television 
screen-to watch Whitmore compete in 
the $150,000 Maryland Sprint Stakes-G3. 

The trainer stayed put, in a 2-foot 
square space, for the race’s 1:09.90 and 
muttered two simple words as his horse 
rolled past the field entering the stretch and 
took aim at multiple Grade 1 winner A. P. 
Indian in deep stretch. 

And stayed there. 

“Come on,” Moquett said as the former 
classics contender turned sprint sensation 
got up in the final strides to win by a half- 
^ length. The Pleasantly Perfect gelding, who 
| placed in three Triple Crown preps last 
5 year, won his fifth consecutive race under 
23 Ricardo Santana Jr. 

“I was trying to Babe Ruth a little bit, 
pointing over there, and saying it was 
probably going to take a track record to 
win this but that was before the torrential 
downpour yesterday,” said Moquett, whose 
horse checked in less than a second off 
Northern Wolf’s mark of 1:09. “I could 
say that because I know he’s a very fast 
horse and he’s running against fast horses.” 

That knowledge about Whitmore, 
5-for-5 since finishing 19th in the 2016 
Kentucky Derby-Gl, allowed Moquett to 
watch the Maryland Sprint like Alberto 
Salazar watches one of his elite athletes 
run in a weekend charity 5K. 

“I know how he finishes,” Moquett said 
when asked how he could be so relaxed. 
“He closes like a freight train.” 

He had to. Fair Hill-based A. P. Indian 
made the early running while pressured 
through an opening quarter of :22.97 and 
a half in :45.67. The Eclipse Award finalist 
disposed of Holy Boss and went up by a 
length after 5 furlongs in :57.54 and was 
soon joined by 32-1 shot Awesome Banner. 
Meanwhile, 5 lengths behind after a half- 
mile, Whitmore built up steam despite 
lugging out into the five path on the turn. 
Fourth at the top of the stretch, he leveled 
off and went after the leaders. A. P. Indian 
stayed a head in front of Awesome Banner, 


DePaz and Sagamore flirted with the 
idea that Recruiting Ready would stretch 
his speed after he finished second in the 
Bashford Manor-G3 at Churchill Downs 
and fourth—via disqualification after cross¬ 
ing the finish second—in the Saratoga 
Special-G2 last year as a 2-year-old. He was 
third in both the Iroquois-G3 in mid-Sep¬ 
tember going 1 Vi6 miles at Churchill and 
the 6-furlong Buffalo Man at Gulfstream 
Park before getting his 3-year-old cam¬ 
paign started in a 1-mile Gulfstream stakes. 

Recruiting Ready made the lead in the 
Jan. 7 Mucho Macho Man Stakes before 
yielding and finishing 10th of 11. He went 
to the sidelines and didn’t run again until 
March 10 at Laurel. Liar’s Dice, entered 
but scratched in the Chick Lang, made him 
earn it in that 6-furlong allowance. 

“A lot of times he just did it so easy and 
was like, T’m done’ once he hit the front,” 
DePaz said. “He never got to eyeball 
another horse. All his races he’d just get 
passed, so he had that confidence booster 
here at Laurel, that horse eyeballed him 
and it’s like, ‘oh, let’s compete.’ He’s com¬ 
petitive, very competitive.” 



Sagamore Farm’s Hunter Rankin gives 
Horacio Karamanos a ride after Recruiting 
Ready’s win in the $200,000 Chick Lang. 
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Ron Moquett-trained Whitmore rolls home to catch A. P. Indian in the Grade 3 Maryland Sprint, his fifth 
consecutive sprint win after trying the Kentucky Derby in 2016. 


but could not answer Whitmore’s rally in 
the final 10 strides. 

Moquett trains Whitmore for Southern 
Springs Stables, Bob LaPenta and Head 
of Plains Partners. He said he’d keep the 
4-year-old gelding sprinting with a long¬ 
term target at the end of the season. 

“Whatever is best for the horse,” 
Moquett said. “We’re going to play around 
with it, our goal is the Breeders’ Cup 
Sprint and we understand there’s a lot of 
good horses in this division, if it means 
sidestepping a couple of them that’s OK. 
We’re a gelding, so our breeding future is 
secure. We’re going to try and put some 
money in his account and make it easy and 
fun for him.” 

Another hometowner 

The story of Seth Klarman returning to 
his hometown and childhood track to win 
the Preakness with Cloud Computing was 
a fairly common narrative for coverage of 
the weekend but it wasn’t the only one. 

Cambodia, a 5-year-old daughter of 
War Front who won the $150,000 Stella 
Artois Gallorette-G3 three races before 
the Preakness, helped Allen Schubert pull 
off a similar feat. Schubert was born 
in Baltimore and raised in the first few 
months of his life just off Pimlico Road 
and he’s a 50-50 partner with veteran 
Kentucky horseman Don Robinson of 
Winter Quarter Farm in Cambodia. 

“I’ve been in the business 13, 14 
years now,” said Schubert, who now calls 
Kentucky home. “I’ve owned pieces and 
parts of a lot of horses, but nothing with a 
stakes win so this is a big deal to me. 

“And Don and I go way back. Our 
parents, his mother and my parents were 
very good friends. For years I asked him 


to put me in a deal. One day he called and 
said, £ I’ve got one.’ We cut a real square-up 
deal, it’s been fun, we get along real well 
together. He takes care of all the horse 
decisions and I take care of the gambling. 
I make it fun.” 

Out of the Smart Strike mare Sassi- 
faction, Cambodia was bred by Robinson 
and the late Eric Kronfeld’s Maverick 
Productions Ltd., the latter the breeder of 
Hall of Famer Zenyatta. 

Robinson raised Zenyatta and Cam¬ 
bodia on his Winter Quarter Farm on Mili¬ 
tary Pike in Lexington, Ky. The respected 
horseman and sales consignor hoped to 
sell Cambodia but could never get close. 

“This horse is really interesting because 
she couldn’t be sold,” Robinson said. “She 
had some issues with her X-rays, was un¬ 
saleable and never had a funny step in her 
whole life. But I’m thrilled. I’ve never done 
this before and I have the whole page, 
the entire page of this family has come 
through my farm and breeding program. 
It’s the ultimate reward.” 

Trained at Fair Hill by Tom Proctor and 
ridden by Florent Geroux, Cambodia won 
by 2 lengths from On Leave with even- 
money favorite Elysea’s World (Ire) anoth¬ 
er half-length back in third. Cambodia 
won in 1:44.35 for her first stakes victory, 
following three third-place finishes in her 
prior stakes attempts this winter at Fair 
Grounds and this spring at Laurel. 

Proctor got an elusive win after four 
seconds on the weekend. 

“It’s always tough on days like this,” he 
said. “Even the ones that ran fourth and 
fifth, I felt like they just got beat. That’s 
why you can go to the races and win a lot 
of money or lose a lot of money. It’s hard 
to pick a winner.” 


Lovely One 

Kate DeMasi bought chestnut Mary¬ 
land-bred fillies out of Desiderata from 
the Thornmar Farm consignment at 
back-to-back editions of the Fasig-Tipton 
Midlantic fall yearling sale. 

The first, a daughter of Northern 
Afleet eventually named Giddy purchased 
for $22,000 in 2012, didn’t show much 
early. That didn’t deter DeMasi to go 
back the next year and buy a daughter of 
Pollard’s Vision named Everything Lovely 
for $30,000. 

“Actually we bought the first baby off 
the McGinnesses and she wasn’t a whole 
lot of filly but she had a lot of heart, so we 
went back and bought this filly,” DeMasi 
said. “We still have the first foal, who is a 
winner for us. We have two of them, but 
this is big for our breeding program.” 

DeMasi’s “this” was Everything 
Lovely’s victory in the $100,000 The Very 
One to kick off the stakes action on 
Preakness Day, which turned out to be the 
lone victory by a Mid-Atlantic-bred on the 
weekend. Everything Lovely, 11th in last 
year’s The Very One after setting the pace, 
set the pace again and hung on to win by a 
length over Sunnysammi as the 9-5 favor¬ 
ite in a field of nine. Javier Castellano, who 
won three races at Pimlico the day before, 
including two stakes, and guided Cloud 
Computing to an upset in the Preakness 
later in the day, was aboard. 

Second under Castellano in her most 
recent start in late January in the Ladies’ 
Turf Sprint Stakes on the Pegasus World 
Cup undercard at Gulfstream Park, 
Everything Lovely won her first stakes 
in her 11th try. She improved to 6-for-20 
overall with $321,536 earned. 

“This is big; paramount,” said DeMasi, 
who is involved in the Pewter Stable part¬ 
nership that campaigns Everything Lovely 
with Bethesda native and retired physi¬ 
cian Armand Delaperriere from Atlanta. 
Pewter actually bought the filly twice, in 
that yearling sale and again the following 
year for $70,000 when the racing partner¬ 
ship took shape. 

£ We bought her out of the Timonium 
sale, thought about pinhooking her,” said 
DeMasi. “She went through the ring and a 
different partnership owned her.” 

Double Mo 

Always Dreaming couldn’t win the 
Kentucky Derby and the Preakness, but 
No Mo Dough handled the two-week 
turnaround much better. 

Owner/breeder Alex Campbell Jr.’s 
3-year-old won an allowance race at 
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Cambodia (orange silks) cuts the corner while rallying to the front in the Grade 3 Gallorette. 



Maryland-bred Everything Lovely kicks away from the field in the $100,000 The Very One. 


Churchill Downs May 6 and repeated that 
score at Pimlico in the $100,000 Latin 
American Racing Channel Sir Barton 
Stakes. The son of Uncle Mo rallied from 
deep in a field of nine to win by 2% lengths 
at 9-1 for jockey Jose Ortiz. Time to Travel 
hung on for second, a nose in front of 
True Timber in the 1 Vi6-mile race restricted 
to non-winners of an open stakes. 

Trainer Graham Motion smiled at the 
schedule, and the result. 

“That was a quick turnaround, now 
we’ve got to run on Belmont Day I guess,” 
he said. “I’m not really surprised, he always 
acted like he had this kind of ability. We 
really liked this horse last year and we had 
to stop on him. He had a little flake in his 
ankle that we had to take out, very minor, 
we gave him time and maybe it was a 
blessing in disguise. He’s really grown up a 
lot the last few months. I was looking for 
reasons for not to run him today, but he’s 
had such a good couple weeks I didn’t see 
why we wouldn’t.” 

Kentuckian Campbell, 89, has been 
breeding and racing Thoroughbreds for 
years-including regionally with Dr. John 
Fisher (on the fiat) and Jack Fisher (over 
jumps) —and may have a good one in the 
bay colt. No Mo Dough won his debut at 
Laurel Park March 12, finished fourth in 
a Keeneland allowance a month later and 
then put together the back-to-back wins on 
the Triple Crown schedule. 

Campbell did not make the trip to 
Baltimore, but his son Sandy was there and 
fittingly thought about his father. 

“He has just been the greatest inspira¬ 
tion to me,” he said. “He’s done it right and 
I’m just completely beside myself. It just 
makes it that much sweeter. It’s really, really 
exciting. Winning a race on Derby Day and 
a stakes race on Preakness Day, I just feel 
so blessed.” 

No Mo Dough’s dam Twenty One 
A. C., a $310,000 yearling purchase in 
1997, lost all seven starts for Campbell but 
delivered plenty of pedigree power to the 
broodmare band. A daughter of Deputy 
Minister, her half-brother, Wekiva Springs, 
won two Grade 1 stakes and earned $1.5 
million. The female family goes through 
famed breeder Fred Hooper with crosses 
of Crozier, Tri Jet and others. 

From Japan with speed 

Japanese buyers are regulars in the 
American Thoroughbred market and— 
after watching Yoshida (Jpn) dismantle 11 
other 3-year-olds in the James W Murphy 
Stakes-the opposite may soon become 
commonplace too. 


WinStar Farm spent $765,160 (about 84 
million yen) to get the son of Japanese-bred 
Heart’s Cry and Grade 1 winner Hilda’s 
Passion at the Japan Racing Association’s 
sale in 2015 as a way to “get some new 
blood” into the program. Yoshida has 
done his part as the Murphy was his 
second win in three starts. The bay colt 
finished second in his debut at Aqueduct 
in November, and won at Keeneland April 
9. The Murphy was some effort as Yoshida 
got pinched leaving the gate and was 12th 


after a quarter-mile reached in :22.97 by 
Mo Maverick. Yoshida advanced to 11th 
after a half in :46.91, but still had 20A 
lengths to make up. He made it look like 
1 y 2 , roaring off the turn and sweeping past 
to win by 4 lengths for Joel Rosario and 
trainer Bill Mott. 

“It looked like he had plenty of cour¬ 
age,” said Mott while watching the replay. 
“Any time you’ve got to go through the 
field you’ve got opportunities to back out 
of it, he actually got checked a little around 
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Muddy but undaunted, No Mo Dough flies to a win in the Sir Barton. 


the second turn near the quarter pole, took 
up a little bit, wait, then he got through 
and found his room. It looks like he’s got 
his ears pricked and doing it the right way. 
Look at him, he’s having a good time.” 

Despite the Japanese heritage, Yoshida 
packs plenty of American punch. His dam, 
Hilda’s Passion won five graded stakes for 
trainer Todd Pletcher before selling for 
$1,225 million to Katsumi Yoshida. His 
Northern Farm bred the colt WinStar, 
which brought on China Horse Club and 
SF Racing Group, later named for him. 

“He was beautifully balanced and we 
just thought he’d be a good horse to pos¬ 
sibly bring back and see what happens,” 


said WinStar’s Elliott Walden, who bought 
three yearlings and two weanlings in 2015. 
“We were hopeful. We liked him a lot. He 
had some shins [in 2016] and then came 
back this year.” 

World Approval rolls in Dixie 

Live Oak Plantation homebred World 
Approval flashed his Grade 1 -winning 
form, sitting just off the lead until taking 
over at the head of the stretch and sprint¬ 
ing clear to a 2 1 / 4-length triumph in the 
$250,000 Longines Dixie-G2. 

Inaugurated in 1870, the 116th Dixie 
for 3-year-olds and up at lYu miles on the 


turf was the last of seven undercard stakes 
on the 14-race program. Ridden by Julien 
Leparoux for trainer Mark Casse, World 
Approval ($7) completed the distance in 
1:43.15 while winning for the second con¬ 
secutive time. Master of last year’s United 
Nations Stakes-Gl, the 5-year-old opened 
2017 with a Florida-bred win at Tampa Bay 
Downs in April, but was scratched from a 
planned start in the Woodford Reserve Turf 
Classic-Gl on the Derby undercard when 
the Churchill Downs course came up soft. 

“He’s a nice horse. We got a perfect 
trip today—the ideal trip, anyway—and he 
kicked on at the end,” Leparoux said. “The 
track was ideal for him. He didn’t mind it, 
so we are very happy about the win.” 

Projected (GB) tracked World Approval 
throughout, but couldn’t keep up with the 
winner late and wound up second with 
Blacktype (Fr) third. World Approval won 
for the eighth time and pushed his bankroll 
to nearly $1.1 million. 

News and Notes: Pimlico announced 
new records for attendance (140,327) and 
total handle ($97,168,658) for Preakness 
Day. . . Regional-breds Spring Quality 
(Pennsylvania) and Vim (Maryland) won 
the first and 14th races on the day. . . 
Maryland may soon have a new stallion in 
Grade 2-winning sprinter Holy Boss, who 
finished fourth in the Maryland Sprint 
Stakes for new owner Louis Merryman. 
Trained by Steve Asmussen, Holy Boss is a 
5-year-old son of Street Boss and the Holy 
Bull mare Holy Grace. Previously owned 
by Jerry Durant, Holy Boss won the Grade 
2 Amsterdam at Saratoga in 2015, placed in 
two Grade 1 stakes and exited May with 
$766,527 in career earnings. The chestnut 
was expected to stay in training with 
Asmussen this season. ^ 




Grade 1 winner World Approval leads them home in the historic Dixie. 


Bred in Japan, Yoshida makes it look easy in the James W. Murphy. 
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May stakes results for Pimlico 


5/19 Black-Eyed Susan-G2 ($250K). VA mi. 3Y0 F. 


Winner: ACTRESS (gr./ro.f., Tapit—Milwaukee Appeal, by Milwaukee Brew). B-Gary and Mary West Stables Inc. (Ky.). O-Gary and Mary West. 
T-Jason Servis. J-Nik Juarez. Time: 1:51.87. Margin: hd. 2nd: Lights of Medina. 3rd: Corporate Queen. 


5/19 Pimlico Special-G3 ($300K). 1 3 /ie mi. 3&up. 


Winner: SHAMAN GHOST (b.h., 5, Ghostzapper—GetbackTime, by Gilded Time). B-Adena Springs (Ontario). O-Stronach Stables. T-James A. Jerkens. 
J-Javier Castellano. Time: 1:54.55. Margin: neck. 2nd: Dolphus. 3rd: Conquest Windycity. 


5/19 Allaire duPont Distaff-G3 ($150K). iy8mi.3&up, F&M. 


Winner: TERRA PROMESSA (b.f., 4, Curlin—Missile Bay, by Yes It’s True). B-Stonestreet Thoroughbred Holdings LLC (Ky.). O-Stonestreet Stables LLC. 
T-Steven M. Asmussen. J-Jose L. Ortiz. Time: 1:49.12. Margin: 714 2nd: Carrumba. 3rd: Mo’ Green. 


5/19 Miss Preakness-G3 ($150K). 6 F. 3Y0 F. 


Winner: VERTICAL OAK (ch.f., Giant Oak—Vertical Vision, by Pollard’s Vision). B-Millennium Farms (Ky.). 0-J. Kirk and Judy Robison. 
T-Steven M. Asmussen. J-Jose L. Ortiz. Time: 1:10.06. Margin: 3 3 A 2nd: Our Majesty. 3rd: My Miss Chiff. 


5/19 Hilltop ($100K). 1 mi.Turf.3Y0F 


Winner: HAPPY MESA (dk.b./br.f., Sky Mesa—Happy Choice, by Broken Vow). B-Branch Equine LLC (Fla.). 0-Great Point Stables LLC, Highclere 
America, Zoom and Fish Stable Inc. et al. T-H. Graham Motion. J-Javier Castellano. Time: 1:33.61. Margin: 1.2nd: Compelled. 3rd: Dynatail. 


5/19 Jim McKay Turf Sprint ($100K). 5 F. Turf. 3&up. 


Winner: RICHARD’S BOY (gr./ro.g., 5, Idiot Proof—Marissa’s Joy, by Cee’s Tizzy). B-Harold Tillema and Pamela Tillema (Calif.). O-Rockingham Ranch. 
T-Peter Miller. J-Paco Lopez. Time: :56.20. Margin: neck. 2nd: Pay Any Price. 3rd: Amelia’s Wild Ride. 


5/19 Skipat ($100K). 6 F. 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: CLIPTHECOUPONANNIE (b.f., 4, Uncle Mo—Lights Oft Annie, by Freud). B/O-Repole Stables (N.Y.).T-Todd A. Pletcher. J-John R. Velazquez. 
Time: 1:10.93. Margin: VA. 2nd: Summer Reading. 3rd: Sweet On Smokey. 


5/20 Preakness-GI ($1.5M). 1 3 /je mi. 3Y0. 


Winner: CLOUD COMPUTING (dk.b./br.c., Maclean’s Music—Quick Temper, by A.P Indy). B-Hill ‘n’ Dale Equine Holdings Inc. and Stretch Run Ventures 
LLC (Ky.). O-Klaravich Stables Inc. and William H. Lawrence. T-Chad C. Brown. J-Javier Castellano. Time: 1:55.98. Margin: head. 2nd: Classic Empire. 
3rd: Senior Investment 


5/20 Dixie-G2 ($250K). 1 Vie mi. Turf. 3&up. 


Winner: WORLD APPROVAL (gr./ro.g., 5, Northern Afleet—Win Approval, by With Approval). B-Live Oak Stud (Fla.). O-Live Oak Plantation. 
T-Mark E. Casse. J-Julien R. Leparoux. Time: 1:43.15. Margin: 2!4 2nd: Projected (GB). 3rd: Blacktype (Fr). 


5/20 Gallorette-G3 ($150K). VAe mi. Turf. 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: CAMBODIA (b.m., 5, War Front—Sassifaction, by Smart Strike). B-Don M. Robinson and Maverick Productions Ltd. (Ky.). 0-Winter Quarter 
Farm. T-Thomas F. Proctor. J-Florent Geroux. Time: 1:44.35. Margin: 2.2nd: On Leave. 3rd: Elysea’s World (Ire). 


5/20 Maryland Sprint-G3 ($150K). 6 F. 3&up. 


Winner: WHITMORE (ch.g., 4, Pleasantly Perfect—Melody’s Spirit, by Scat Daddy). B-John Liviakis (Ky.). 0-Southern Springs Stables, Robert V. LaPenta 
and Head of Plains Partners LLC. T-Ron Moquett. J-Ricardo Santana Jr. Time: 1:09.90. Margin: A. 2nd: A. P. Indian. 3rd: Awesome Banner. 


5/20 Chick Lang ($200K). 6 F. 3Y0. 


Winner: RECRUITING READY (b.c., Algorithms—Need, by Strong Hope). B-Claiborne Farm (Ky.). 0-Sagamore Farm. T-Horacio DePaz. 
J-Horacio Karamanos. Time: 1:10.35. Margin: 3 3 A 2nd: Aquamarine. 3rd: Three Rules. 


5/20 Janies W. Murphy ($100K). 1 mi. Turf. 3Y0. 


Winner: YOSHIDA (JPN) (b.c., Heart’s Cry—Hilda’s Passion, by Canadian Frontier). B-Northern Farm (Japan). 0-WinStar Farm LLC, China Horse Club 
International Ltd. and SF Racing Group Inc. T-William I. Mott. J-Joel Rosario. Time: 1:36.83. Margin: 4. 2nd: Chubby Star. 3rd: Mo Maverick. 


5/20 Sir Barton ($100K). 1 Vie mi. 3Y0. 


Winner: NO MO DOUGH (b.c., Uncle Mo—Twenty One A. C., by Deputy Minister). B/O-Alex G. Campbell Jr. Thoroughbreds LLC (Ky.).T-H. Graham Mo¬ 
tion. J-Jose L. Ortiz. Time: 1:44.13. Margin: 2 3 /4.2nd: Time to Travel. 3rd: True Timber. 


5/20 The Very One ($100K). 5 F. Turf. 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: EVERYTHING LOVELY (ch.m., 5, Pollard’s Vision—Desiderata, by During). B-Mr. and Mrs. Charles McGinnes (Md.). O-Pewter Stable and 
Armand A. Delaperriere. T-Kathleen A. DeMasi. J-Javier Castellano. Time: :57.93. Margin: 1.2nd: Sunnysammi. 3rd: Elusive Joni. 
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Actress (second from right) battles for the lead late in the Black-Eyed Susan Stakes. 
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Trainer Jason Servis (right) leads Actress to the winner’s circle after the Black-Eyed Susan. 


By Joe Clancy and Tom Law. Photographs by Rick Buckley. 


C harles Town Races vice president Erich Zimny couldn’t find trainer 
and native son Jason Servis, who was running major player Sunny 
Ridge, before the Charles Town Classic April 22 and figured there 
must be a good reason. 

“I thought it was really weird that he had the second choice in a $1.25 
million race in the town he grew up in and didn’t show up for the race, so 
I asked his dad what was up,” Zimny said. Joe Servis filled in the details. 

“He wanted to come but he has this Tapit filly he thinks is the best horse 
in his barn and he wanted to run her in Florida today,” said Joe, a former 
Charles Town jockey and steward. 


The Tapit filly, Actress, finished sec¬ 
ond at Gulfstream Park as Sunny Ridge 
wound up sixth at Charles Town. A month 
later, everyone knew why Servis stayed in 
Florida as Actress upset the Black-Eyed 
Susan Stakes-G2 at Pimlico May 19. 

“We were thinking it was her third race; 
first time, second time and then third time, 
that’s often their best,” said Servis of the 
big step in class. “It’s such a humbling 
business; you can’t get too high on your 
horse and I’ve got to be careful what I tell 
you guys because you write it down . . . but 
the truth of the matter is I was coming no 
matter who was in there, this is a good filly. 


If she comes and makes her run, if she was 
fourth, if second, whatever it was, I was 
going to be happy.” 

Bred and owned by Gary and Mary 
West, Actress came into the $250,000 race 
as a maiden with just two prior starts-a 
second against maidens March 19 and 
another runner-up finish in the Game Face 
Stakes April 22. The Kentucky-bred faced 
10 other 3-year-old fillies in the 93rd Black- 
Eyed Susan, the headliner of a 14-race card 
the day before the Preakness. The record 
crowd of 50,339 saw a doozy. 

Actress broke from post 10 on a 
sloppy track, but quickly found a spot 


on the rail for jockey Nik Juarez, well 
behind Tapa Tapa Tapa, Full House and 
Moana up front. They set fractions of 
:23.12 and :46.38 as the field strung out 
behind them. Tapa Tapa Tapa led by 2 Vi 
lengths on the final turn, but was quickly 
swarmed by Shimmering Aspen. Trained 
at Laurel Park by Rodney Jenkins for 
Ellen Charles’ Hillwood Stable, the latter 
ranged alongside with ease and took over 
as jockey Steve Hamilton glanced behind 
him for challengers. The potential win for 
the locals evaporated however as Actress 
arrived at the top of the stretch. She first 
fought off Torrent, who rallied along the 
rail, then held off Lights of Medina to 
win by a head, with Corporate Queen 2 
lengths farther back in third. The winner 
covered 1% miles in 1:51.87 and returned 
$27.60. Shimmering Aspen wound up sev¬ 
enth. Lights of Medina, trained by Todd 
Pletcher, got a free pass into the race by 
winning the Weber City Miss Stakes at 
Laurel in April. 

“We had a gameplan for today,” said 
Juarez. “Everything worked out. Coming 
from the 10 post she was able to get down 
to the rail, save some ground and when she 
made a move she made a really big move. 
Jason told me to save ground. He said, if 
the worst thing that happens is you get to 
the head of the lane in a position to do 
something I’ll be very happy. I wanted to 
give her a chance, give her her best shot.” 

The $150,000 payday pushed Actress’ 
earnings to $172,150 while giving Juarez 
the biggest victory of his career and pro¬ 
viding a local winner after all. The son 
of former jockey turned trainer/exercise 
rider Calixto Juarez grew up in Maryland 
and rode his first winner at Laurel Park in 
December 2013. He has ridden extensively 
in the region ever since, though he weath¬ 
ered a brief suspension over a decision not 
to take a drug test at Laurel Park in January 
2016. He ultimately tested clean, was 
cleared to ride and spent this past winter in 
Florida with a summer base at Monmouth 
Park. Through May, he’d won 65 races this 
year and 376 for his young career. 

“This is the greatest race I’ve ever 
won,” the 23-year-old said while draped in 
a blanket of flowers. “To do it here, on my 
home track, with everyone I know here is 
very special.” 

Juarez grew up in Westminster, Md., 
and wanted little to do with a career on the 
racetrack early in his life. He wrestled and 
played other sports at Winters Mill High, 
even went to college for about six months 
before coming home with a pronounce¬ 
ment. 
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Terra Promessa (above) returns after winning the Allaire duPont Distaff to start a big day for trainer 
Steve Asmussen, who also scored with Vertical Oak (below) in the Miss Preakness. 




Nik Juarez wears the blanket of flowers. 


“Dad, I don’t want to go [to college],” 
he told his father. “I’m going to spend all 
your money and I’m not going to make it.” 

Like any father, Calixto replied with a 
question, “What are you going to do?” 

Nik didn’t know, but took a job as a 
hotwalker, and later said he wanted to learn 
how to gallop. 

“I didn’t have horses or a farm or any¬ 
thing and I told him we had a lot of work 
to do,” said Calixto. “At the end of the day, 
he learned very quick. He worked hard 
every day.” 

Calixto gave Nik a leg up on his first 
mount, who won. And Nik’s been winning 
ever since—extending a family involvement 
in racing that includes his mother Carol 
Linton and grandfather Charlie Linton (a 
long-time Maryland Jockey Club outrider). 

Calixto met his son in the winner’s 
circle after the Black-Eyed Susan. 

“I can’t explain it to you, it’s amazing,” 
he said. “I can’t come up with the words. 
That kid was born and raised here. You 
say how does it feel? I don’t know. He was 
lucky enough to get the opportunity and he 
got the job done. I’m very proud of him.” 

Asmussen wins two stakes 

Trainer Steve Asmussen runs horses all 
over the country—pretty much every day— 
and had no trouble shipping nine to 
Maryland for the Black-Eyed Susan and 
Preakness cards. He doubled on Friday, 
taking the Allaire duPont Distaff-G3 with 
Terra Promessa and the Adena Springs 
Miss Preakness-G3 with Vertical Oak. 

The two wins plus fourths by three 
horses pushed Asmussen to the $50,000 


bonus as the leading trainer in the week¬ 
end’s stakes races-not that he comes for 
the money. 

“I love Pimlico and how they treat you 
here at the Preakness, I really do,” said 
Asmussen. “We support them as hard as 
we can. We run nine this weekend, because 
of how well they treat us. I hope we have 
more next year. It’s the Preakness, it’s good 


racing, it’s fun to win when somebody’s 
watching. But how they treat you is part of 
it, a big part of it.” 

Owned and bred by Stonestreet Stables, 
Terra Promessa lived up to her heavy 
favoritism in the duPont, taking the lead at 
the start and rolling home by IV 2 lengths 
over Carrumba. Ridden by Jose Ortiz, the 
winner covered 1% miles in 1:49.12 and 
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Shaman Ghost (6) drives past Dolphus just before the finish of the Pimlico Special. Frank Stronach 
greets Javier Castellano and his homebred Special winner on the way to the winner’s circle. 


won for the seventh time in a dozen starts. 
The 4-year-old daughter of Curlin won 
four in a row after losing her debut in 2015 
and captured two stakes at Oaklawn Park 
this winter, including the Grade 3 Bayakoa. 
She came into the duPont off a second to 
champion and multiple Grade 1 winner 
Stellar Wind in the Apple Blossom-Gl at 
Oaklawn in April. 

Four races later, Vertical Oak took her 
turn in the winner’s circle—prevailing in 
a three-way battle with Our Majesty and 
My Miss Chiff to win the 6-furlong stakes 
by 3 3 / 4 lengths. Also ridden by Ortiz, the 
winner repeated her dominant win in the 
Goldfinch at Prairie Meadows April 29 
for owners J. Kirk and Judy Robison while 
erasing the memory of two fourths to 
start the year. Asmussen blamed the track 
for the first loss and some traffic for the 
second (where she was moved up to third). 

“Her first race this year is what it is, 
the track was pretty deep, it was a cold day 
and obviously with a fast filly, it’s not what 
you’re looking for,” said Asmussen. “The 
second time she had a rough trip and hung 
on pretty well given how hard she had to 
check on the backside. With a 3-year-old 
filly that’s pretty quick you find a spot, 
don’t think every day is a bad day. She ran 
really good at Prairie Meadows and did it 
again today. That was a pretty good group 
of sprinting fillies.” 

Vertical Oak, a daughter of Giant Oak, 
was purchased at Fasig-Tipton Kentucky 
for $20,000 as a yearling in October 2015. 
She won at Saratoga and Churchill Downs 
last year. Her win in the Miss Preakness also 
earned a season to Adena Springs’ Point of 
Entry. The farm donated a season to the 
winner of the Black-Eyed Susan Stakes as 
well, offering one to Ghostzapper. 

House horse for Special 

Shaman Ghost reminds Jimmy Jerkens 
of a handicap horse from days gone by, 
the type his late father liked and liked even 
more to knock off from time to time. 

“He’s tough; a throwback,” Jerkens 
said just outside the winner’s circle after 
Shaman Ghost ran down stubborn stable- 
mate Dolphus in deep stretch to win the 
$300,000 Pimlico Special-G3. “He’s like 
the kind of handicap horses you used to 
have.” 

Shaman Ghost, who edged Dolphus 
by a neck after 9 A furlongs, has won half 
of his eight starts for Jerkens since being 
transferred from Brian Lynch by Frank 
Stronach’s Stronach Stables. The victories 
have come in races that used to be-and still 
are in some cases-as revered as the handi¬ 
cap stars who contested them. Last year’s 
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Happy Mesa (12) surges clear in the Hilltop to end a five-race losing streak, finishing the mile in 
1:33.61, less than two-tenths of a second off the course record. 


wins came in the Brooklyn Invitational-G2 
and Woodward-G1 in New York. This 
year, Shaman Ghost won the Santa Anita 
Handicap-Gl one start before coming to 
the Stronach-owned Pimlico. 

As a 3-year-old in 2015 the son of 
Ghostzapper won the first jewel of the 
Canadian Triple Crown in the Queen’s 
Plate Stakes at Woodbine and narrowly lost 
the second in the Prince of Wales Stakes at 
Fort Erie. 

“He’s always been a tough horse, he 
proved that when Brian had him as a 
3-year-old,” said Jerkens, who matched 
his father Allen’s Pimlico Special win with 
Devil His Due in 1993. “They asked a lot 
of him to try and make that Queen’s Plate; 
he gave it to them, gave them what they 
needed by winning it.” 

Shaman Ghost gave Javier Castellano 
just what he needed in the stretch to help 
Jerkens avoid a possibly awkward situation 
by upsetting the ‘house horse’ of the day’s 
co-feature. 

Dolphus, a half-brother to 2009 Preak- 
ness winner Rachel Alexandra, led by near¬ 
ly 2 lengths around the turn and still led 
with a furlong to run. He yielded late to 
be second, 7!4 lengths ahead of Conquest 
Windycity. 

“If it was switched I’m sure it would 
have been a little different over there,” 
Jerkens joked when asked if he was sweat¬ 
ing the potential upset. “You don’t feel bad 
when you get beat and the horse is 2-5 that 
beat you.” 

Dede McGehee, who bred and races 
Dolphus, agreed and was as thrilled as any¬ 
one could be without winning. 

“Oh my God; I thought we were going 
to win it,” she said, waiting for Jerkens to 
come back from the infield winner’s cel¬ 
ebration. “Jimmy, he’s smart as heck. He 
doesn’t talk, doesn’t tell you anything, but 
he’s so good.” 

Happy outcome in Hilltop 

Graham Motion was anxious to 
get Happy Mesa out of Florida. He 
also couldn’t wait to run the 3-year-old 
daughter of Sky Mesa in the $100,000 
Hilltop despite a five-race losing streak, 
some lackluster workouts and an outside 
post—though the latter improved signifi¬ 
cantly after five scratches to her inside. 

“She’s actually a filly that in the morn¬ 
ing she’s not very glamorous; just not a 
super work horse, not a beautiful mover,” 
Motion said. “But she’s game in the after¬ 
noon . . . She’s real workma nlik e. It really 
shows up and you have to admire that.” 

Happy Mesa proved just that in 
the Hilltop, coming from off the pace 


under Castellano to win by a length over 
Compelled at a mile on the turf. 

The victory was the third for Happy 
Mesa, who won her first two starts late 
last summer, one the Selima Stakes, for 
Hamilton Smith before being purchased 
privately by a partnership that includes 
Great Point Stables, Highclere America 
and Zoom and Fish Stable. 

Happy Mesa lost her first five starts for 
her new connections, although she placed 
in two stakes and tried the big time when 
12th in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies 
Turf-Gl. 

Motion entered her in a race during 
Preakness week at Belmont but kept her in 
the Hilltop when Romantic Music, Cor¬ 
porate Queen, Follow No One, Chubby 
Star and Sweeping Paddy came out. 

Mercy Ann, who drew post 13 in the 
original draw, was also scratched to leave a 
field of seven 3-year-old fillies. 

“We weren’t crazy about the post here 
but with all the scratches it worked out,” 
Motion said. “We hated being in the 12 
hole and we just wanted to see what that 
race looked like at Belmont. The mile is a 
really good trip for her. 

“We’ve kind of waited on this race since 
Florida. She’s also been running pretty 
hard and Florida just doesn’t suit a lot of 
these horses.” 


News and Notes: In other stakes 
action on the card, Richard’s Boy won a 
14-horse battle royal in the Jim McKay 
Turf Sprint for Rockingham Ranch and 
California-based trainer Peter Miller. The 
5-year-old California-bred finished fifth in 
the A1 Quoz Sprint-Gl on Dubai World 
Cup Day and won for the ninth time 
in 22 starts. Local hero Ben’s Cat (bid¬ 
ding for a sixth win in the race) finished 
eighth, 3% lengths behind the winner. . . 
Late in the day, Repole Stable’s homebred 
Clipthecouponannie won the Skipat for 
trainer Todd Pletcher. The 4-year-old New 
York-bred daughter of Uncle Mo collected 
her fifth win in six starts after finishing third 
in the Distaff-G3 at Aqueduct in April. . . 
Regional trainers fared well on the rest of 
the deep card with wins by Rodney Jenkins 
(Dare to Be in a turf-sprint allowance), 
Mary Eppler (Super Sharp in a lVi6-mile 
main track allowance), Arnaud Delacour 
(Armoire in a VA 6-mile turf allowance), 
Lynn Ashby (25-1 shot Just too Much in 
a turf-sprint allowance) and a double by 
new Fair Hill arrival Mike Stidham (Canny 
in a turf allowance and Charged in the 
final race of the day, a turf maiden spe¬ 
cial weight). . . Black-Eyed Susan Day set 
records in attendance (50,339) and total 
handle (just shy of $20 milli on). ^ 
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Sundown 
at Pimlico 

By John Scheinman 


W e found ourselves in the gloaming, the twilight often sum¬ 
moned by Bill Nack in his racing stories to represent the 
awareness of time passing that doesn’t seem like a real thing 
until you find yourself in it. 

After the Woodlawn Vase had been presented for the 142nd Preakness 
Stakes, we hung around for the 14th race that followed because why hurry 
off from something you don’t want to see end? 


Pimlico that afternoon had served up 
a classic, and in the days when turf writ¬ 
ers weren’t football or basketball beat 
reporters slumming for a couple weeks, 
or general assignment naifs using terms 
like “playing the ponies,” they would have 
written it straight into legend: The 2-year- 
old champion Classic Empire lured the 
Kentucky Derby winner Always Dreaming 
into a back-alley mugging, while cham¬ 
pion jockey Javier Castellano loomed in the 
shadows on Chad Brown’s horse waiting to 
pounce on them both. 

From an aesthetic standpoint, Cloud 
Computing’s victory in the Preakness was 
great stuff, but not quite great enough to 
allow those who care to forget that gnaw¬ 
ing bad feeling they’ve had to deal with for 
yet another spring; that feeling that Pimlico 
Race Course is in deep trouble. 

We took the rickety elevator that some¬ 
times works down to the ground level and 
headed out the back door to the stakes 
barn. There, each year, when the sun goes 
down on the Preakness, the track throws a 
“secret” beer bash for backstretch work¬ 
ers, owners, trainers, jockeys, officials and 


anyone else waiting out the traffic. In the 
teeming mass, you might find anybody. 
This year, Brown and Castellano found the 
party and reveled goggle-eyed in the won¬ 
der of their victory. Brown had never won 
a Grade 1 race going long on the dirt, and 
now he had done it in an American classic. 

Edgar Prado, dressed in an impeccable 
dark suit, circulated like a dignified and 
grand ambassador. Jockeys, valets, exercise 
riders, owners, sports writers and who 
knows who else milled around in a great 
spirit of camaraderie. It had everything but 
a bonfire and sing-a-longs. You don’t find 
this at the other Triple Crown races or any 
other tracks. 

I stumbled into a couple young women 
with staff badges and we wandered over 
to the stakes barn and found warm wel¬ 
come from Preakness starters Conquest 
Mo Money, Gunnevera and the nippy 
but friendly Senior Investment, all who 
enjoyed our affections. The barn foreman 
warned us about biting, but we exited 
intact. 

When darkness arrived, organizers 
pulled in the beer tubs and the party broke 


up. Heading to the lots, we stopped and 
watched a few men struggling to get a big 
horse into a big van bound for Fair Hill. 
It was a luxury liner, but one horse didn’t 
want to go just yet, and I guess we didn’t 
either. The reluctant passenger stood still 
as a stone and then dropped his head and 
kicked. The men circled around and pulled 
the horse in by its tail after a final show of 
resistance. I stood and watched with racing 
writers Joe Clancy, Tom Law and another 
gentleman. 

“Show’s over,” Law said, and we turned 
and headed home. 

The Feld family closed Ringling Bros, 
and Barnum and Bailey circus this year, 
and when an American icon like that can 
go down, it’s not hard to envision Pimlico 
close behind. 

The track dates to 1870, and its ghosts 
are summoned the Thursday morning 
before each Preakness at the Alibi Breakfast 
in the dining room. Here, the legend is 
retold again, about Yancey Christmas and 
Horatio Luro swapping stories on the 
porch of the old clubhouse in the 1930s, 
and the traditions are revived-the naming 
of the honorary postmaster, the bracing 
glasses of Black-Eyed Susans, the fried 
chicken and the horsemen’s alibis. 

Pimlico gave racing the 21A-mile match 
race in 1877 between Parole, Ten Broeck, 
and Tom Ochiltree. The track also gave us 
another famous one between Seabiscuit 
and War Admiral in 1938. 

It is home to the Dixie, the eighth- 
oldest stakes race in the country and 
first won in 1870 by the horse named 
Preakness. Pimlico is the track of Sir 


38 Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred JULY 2017 




Barton, Man o’ War, Native Dancer and 
Deputed Testamony. The list of Preakness 
winners is the very fabric and memory of 
racing itself. 

When Alfred Gwynne Vanderbilt II, 
master of Sagamore Farm, ran the place, 
he wanted Pimlico to be for the everyman 
despite his own lordly lineage. 

“Since the first time I went to the races 
at Pimlico at the age of 9, I have had this 
wonderful feeling about racing,” Vanderbilt 
once said. ££ I don’t go to the races because 
I just love horses. It’s like the person who 
goes to the circus and falls in love with the 
whole show, not just the elephants.” 

As racetracks across the country either 
redeveloped or died, Pimlico got left 
behind in its twilight world. It has no 
fancy suites, no high-end concessions. It 
remains a big, boxy anachronism in a part 
of Baltimore a lot of people don’t want to 
have anything to do with. 

What Pimlico has, however, in abun¬ 
dance, is charm. The old Maryland racing 
writer and historian Joe Kelly said it was 
like a favorite pair of shoes in the closet- 
worn out, fit best. 

Look at any video from this year’s 
Preakness Day, and the people are happy 
and Pimlico looks like a lovely time 
machine. Yet, it is continually denigrated, 
even by its own management. 

££ The glue, the bubble gum, the duct 
tape, seems to be working,” track president 


Sal Sinatra told The Associated Press on 
Preakness Day. 

££ This weekend will make for the 
Stronach Group probably around eight-, 
nine-million dollars. That sustains the rest 
of the year, basically, but to get where we’d 
like to be and have the nice facility and actu¬ 
ally make close to what Churchill [Downs] 
is making [on the Kentucky Derby], that 
would make everyone more whole.” 

Yet, Pimlico is not Churchill Downs, 
and the Preakness, since the days of 
Vanderbilt, has always been more of the 
people’s race, for the hoi polloi. The horse¬ 
men like the way they’re treated at Pimlico. 
They like the relative smallness, the per¬ 
sonable nature, the quaintness of the Alibi 
Breakfast. It’s the classic race conducted on 
a human scale. 

A move to Laurel Park would end the 
party, particularly in the infield, because 
Laurel’s has a lake. It’s a home to bald 
eagles, and sits atop a floodplain. Prices 
would go up. The all-in-it together nature 
of the Preakness would be stratified by 
wealth. The scale of everything Preakness 
Day would change as the smaller facility 
would be maximized for luxury and exclu¬ 
sivity and aimed squarely at the rich. Yes, 
the Stronach Group would likely make 
more money. 

In 2003, Frank Stronach told the New 
York Times , “How can you move history? 
We intend to restore Pimlico to a world- 


class facility when the time is right. Slots 
are not the final answer, but it will help.” 

Slots revenue arrived for the Maryland 
tracks, but all the money has been poured 
into revitalizing Laurel. 

The work done there has been nothing 
short of astonishing and has brought a 
moribund track back to life. A grand vision 
with mixed-use development on an adja¬ 
cent property, a new commuter rail station 
and perhaps a Breeders’ Cup are part of 
Laurel’s future. 

Pimlico, meanwhile, lingers like a for¬ 
sworn death-row inmate, while the heart¬ 
sick lovers of the old city track watch and 
wait, and the neighborhood that could use 
the help is left behind. 

We get it. The track is old, not neces¬ 
sarily a priority for anyone and in need of 
a major overhaul which may never come. 
We read the studies, understand the various 
interests involved, realize the long odds 
and the passage of time. 

So, when the Preakness ended this year 
and the celebration died down, we found 
ourselves not in the glow of joy, but in the 
uneasy gloaming, and it was easy to under¬ 
stand why some people are still afraid of 
night falling. ^ 

Eclipse Award-winning writerJohn Scheinman 
is a contributor to severalpublications , and a long¬ 
time Jan oj Pimlico Race Course. 
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Power at the Top 

Curlin colt sets Maryland auction record 
ot $1.5 million to lead strong 2-year-old sale 

By Joe Clancy 


R andy Hartley stepped into his 
shedrow at Timonium, let out a 
“Whshew” and smiled. Across the 
way, a chestnut colt posed for photos 
with an ever-growing cast of fans. Hartley 
shook some hands, ignored his phone and 
let it all happen. 

The colt, a son of Curlin and the 
Stormin Fever mare Franscat, had just 
drawn a bid of $1.5 million from trainer 
Mark Casse for clients John Oxley and 
Breeze Easy—setting a record for Fasig- 
Tipton Midiantic’s May 2-year-old sale and 
for all Maryland auctions —and didn’t mind 
the attention. 

“God, terrific horse,” said Hartley, half 
of the team (with Dean de Renzo) at 
the top of the Florida-based Hartley/de 
Renzo consignment. “We loved this colt 
from the beginning of the year and he’s 
just done everything you needed to do to 
get here. He’s the smartest horse I’ve ever 
been around. He’s part-human, he talks 
to you. I can call that horse at the barn 
in the morning and he’ll come to see me. 
He’s classy, in the ring his presence was 
great-just an unbelievable horse.” 

Fireworks at the top (13 horses topped 
$300,000) fueled a strong sale at Timonium 
May 22-23. Gross receipts topped $25 
million, an increase of 9.1 percent over 
2016. The $76,476 average increased 11.4 
percent while the $35,000 median climbed 
9.4 percent. 

The success went well beyond numbers 
for Fasig-Tipton’s Boyd Browning Jr. 

“It just goes to show you there’s no 
magic to the sales business,” he said. 
“When the consignors provide high-qual¬ 
ity product, you’re going to have successful 
sales. The most encouraging thing is the 
consignors continue to have confidence 


in this marketplace, they continue to have 
confidence to bring quality horses here and 
buyers now know that there’s going to be 
quality horses on offer the Monday and 
Tuesday after the Preakness.” 

Hartley/de Renzo spent $475,000 to 
buy the colt as a yearling at Fasig-Tipton 
Kentucky last July, and at first entered 
him in the company’s juvenile sale at 
Gulfstream Park March 1. Shin issues 
changed that plan and actually probably 
helped the sale price. 

Timonium’s later timetable agreed with 
the colt, though apparently something else 
didn’t once he arrived on the grounds. 

“He broke out into a rash the day he 
got here,” said Hartley, who laughed about 
it afterward. “It sloughed off and then it 
started bleeding, it looked bad. It was just 
some kind of skin funk he got.” 

The mess on his left shoulder didn’t 
slow him down or detract any interest, as 
the colt breezed a furlong in :10 (co-fastest 
at the sale) and drew plenty of attention 
from buyers. 

“He had every excuse not to run and 
he still did it,” Hartley said. “He’s a tough 
horse and I think at the end of the day 
that’s what makes a good racehorse.” 

Casse was the underbidder on the colt 
as a yearling and remembered him. 

“Normally I don’t follow horses, but for 
that one for some reason I did,” said the 
trainer. “I went and saw him at the farm, 
he was in the sale in Miami but he wasn’t 
himself. I even said that. He didn’t travel 
well. He came out of it with shins and you 
could just tell that he wasn’t as good as he 
can be.” 

Casse isn’t a regular at Timonium, but 
was in Baltimore with Preakness starter 
Classic Empire and attended the pre-sale 


workouts a few days before settling for 
second in the middle jewel of the Triple 
Crown. 

“I’ve never met a horse sale I didn’t 
like,” he said. “This colt, I knew about him 
so it’s a little different, but if I didn’t know 
him and saw him walk by I would have bid 
on him. This sale’s gotten where there’s 
some pretty good pedigrees and things. 
Usually, it’s horses who’ve had one thing or 
another that kept them out of other sales, 
but that’s OK.” 

The Curlin colt headlined a busy second 
day, which produced the top four prices 
and five of the top six. 

California Simon Callaghan went to 
$850,000 to get a Distorted Humor colt 
from consignor Eddie Woods. Hip 490 is a 
half-brother to Grade 1 winner Lochte and 
from the family of Kiss the Kid and Black 
Tie Affair (Ire). 

Like all the top-end buyers, Callaghan 
had to work. New York-based trainer 
Linda Rice, bidding from the back ring 
while on her phone, went to $825,000 but 
didn’t counter Callaghan’s final bid. 

“It was tough,” Callaghan said. “You 
never know you’re going to stretch that 
much. We knew we were going to be 
around half-a-million, ish, but the good 
ones you’ve got to stretch on and to really 
acquire them it’s tough.” 

Callaghan liked plenty about the bay 
colt, and also said the May sale played to 
the horse’s strengths. 

“He had a great stride, good pedigree 
and he acted good before he sold,” the 
trainer said. “I’m at all the breeze-ups. I 
think it’s important to attend all the sales 
and this sale has a really proven track 
record. With a horse like this who’s obvi¬ 
ously bred to go two turns it probably 
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The sales-topper, a Florida-bred son of Curlin, matched looks with a 10-second furlong breeze to bring $1.5 million. 


wouldn’t make sense for him to be in the 
Miami sale or a Barrett’s. For those sort of 
horses, this sale falls at the right time.” 

With the dust still settling from that 
exchange, agent Donato Lanni went to 
$800,000 to buy Hip 516, a Ghostzapper 
colt, from Cary Frommer. Bidding for Susan 
and Charles Chu’s Baoma Corporation, 
Lanni outran Marette Farrell among oth¬ 
ers. The colt, from the Malibu Moon mare 
Malibu Cougar, sold for $200,000 at Fasig- 
Tipton October and was headed to trainer 
Bob Baffert in California. 

“He was the man, moved really good, 
solid horse, good bone, good mind,” said 
Lanni. “I think he’s a real horse. You never 
know until you get them in the gate. Let’s 
just hope he’s a runner. The really good 
horses stand out and you’ve got to pay 
for them. You’re not going to surprise 
anyone.” 

Lanni’s Timonium purchases have 
included Bayern and Dortmund, and he 
attends the May sale in part because of the 
5-furlong track’s configuration and surface. 

“It’s a demanding racetrack on a young 
horse, they’re exposed,” he said. “They’ve 
got to negotiate this bend and they’ve got 
to gallop out good. They’ve got to get over 


this track. I prefer a dirt track at a 2-year- 
old sale. You can’t hide from it.” 

The Aiken, S.C.-based Frommer and 
business partner Barry Berkelhammer put 
the wraps on a banner 2-year-old season 
including two million-dollar horses early 
in the year and seven reaching six figures 
at Timonium. 

“We’re tickled,” she said. “We had a 
good start to the year and a good end of 
the year. It used to be a little tough in this 
sale. Now, so many horses have come out 
of it that it’s proven. Nice horses come out 
of here every year. You’ve got smaller guys 
and you’ve got big guys bidding on horses. 
It just works.” 

Dennis O’Neill won one of the sale’s 
biggest bidding wars to get Hip 373, an 
Orb colt whose appearance overwhelmed 
pretty much anyone who looked at him. 
The sleek bay would have won an in-hand 
class at the state fair and combined enough 
pedigree, speed (a furlong in :10) and 
potential to have big names O’Neill and 
Mike Ryan interested. 

O’Neill, in a white Orioles jacket, sat 
low in a middle row to the right of the 
auctioneer. Ryan, in a blue hat advertis¬ 
ing Darley stallion Nyquist (an O’Neill 


purchase) and pressing a phone to his ear, 
stood in the back by the office. 

They weren’t the only bidders, but they 
were the only ones left past $500,000 or so. 
The numbers clicked upward—$450,000 ... 
$500,000 . . . $525,000 . . . $550,000 . . . 
$575,000—and Ryan backed farther toward 
the door as the bid-spotter all but followed. 
After a brief stall at $575,000, the bid went 
to $585,000 and was immediately matched 
at $600,000. With a hand on the door, and 
in response to a “Last call” from the stand, 
Ryan bid $700,000 with a shout from the 
spotter standing by the last row of seats. 
O’Neill went to $710,000. . . and Ryan 
went out the door. 

“We thought he’d be five or six hun¬ 
dred [thousand] and we stretched a little 
bit,” said O’Neill. “As we’ve seen at all 
these sales, if there’s one you got to have 
you’ve got to stretch a little bit. It’s very, 
very tough. I told [client Paul Reddam] the 
other day that it seems like whatever you 
think the price should be, double it and if 
you don’t want to spend it then we’re not 
going to buy because that’s the way it is.” 

O’Neill bought the Orb colt for Amr 
Zedan, a resident of Saudi Arabia who is 
building a California-based racing stable 
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A half-brother to Grade 1 turf winner Lochte, Hip 490 brought $850,000. 



Hip 516, consigned by South Carolina’s Cary Frommer, sold for $800,000. 


and spent $950,000 on a Union Rags colt 
at the Ocala Breeders Sales Company’s 
March sale. Zedan won with his first 
starter, California-bred 2-year-old Saudi 
Chroma, at Santa Anita in May and also 
has a Virginia-bred 2-year-old Tyfosha who 
cost $410,000 at OBS March in training 
with O’Neill’s brother Doug. 

“He’s put together one heck of a sta¬ 
ble,” said O’Neill. “If we don’t do some 
good with it, I’m really, really, really bad.” 

O’Neill gushed about the Orb colt, and 
Orb in general—comparing the stallion to 
rising star Uncle Mo. 

“They just look great, they’re just really 
athletic, they’re strong, they’ve got great 
minds,” he said. “They’re just gorgeous, 
gorgeous horses. I haven’t seen too many 
bad Orbs, that was kind of the case with 
Uncle Mo. I think he’s the one this year.” 

O’Neill knew little of the Orb colt 
before coming to Timonium, but was 
hooked instantly. Dam Extra Sharp has 
produced two winners from two foals 
to race, including graded stakes-placed 
Colonel Sharp. Second dam Sharp Cat 
earned more than $2 million and won 
seven Grade 1 stakes. 

“I fell in love with him on the end of a 
shank and I saw him in the back just now, 
that’s a big thing for me,” he said. “He 
just stood out. He was like the president 
or something walking into a meeting. I 
was just like, fifio-ly crap, look at this guy.’ 
He’s extremely athletic, not a big bulky 
Quarter Horse-looking dude. He looks like 
he should run on forever and the second 
dam was an absolute freak. I remember her 
when she ran out in California.” 

Ryan may have missed that Orb colt, 
but still wound up the sale’s leading buyer 
(seven horses for $1.6 million topped by a 
$375,000 Into Mischief fill y). 

Consignor A1 Pike sold an Orb colt for 
$525,000, and in the process met Maryland 
racing legend Leon Blusiewicz who recom¬ 
mended the horse to Baltimore owner C.P. 
“Buzz” Beler. 

“He just told me his name was Blue,” 
said Pike. “He was the only guy there, 
wanted to see this horse. I got him out, 
he looked at him, said he loved him. I’m 
sitting there thinking "Who is this guy?’ 
Finally we got to talking about old horses 
and all kinds of things. He’s a great guy.” 

Before Blusiewicz left, he told Pike that 
Hip 468 was one of the best horses in the 
sale. Blusiewicz had seen the horse’s cata¬ 
log page while in Saratoga and talked to 
Beler, a longtime client. Beler, who owns 
The Prime Rib restaurant in Baltimore, 
raced multiple stakes winner Skipat with 


Blusiewicz in the 1970s and ’80s. They also 
won the 2017 Tom Fool-G3 with Beler 
homebred Spartiatis. 

“He said he wants to go to the Derby, 
and said to see if I could find him a colt,” 
said Blusiewicz, whose original intention 
was to buy Hip 509 (a Point of Entry filly 
and half-sister to the Blusiewicz-trained 
Admiral Alex). “When I came here I fell in 
love with [Hip 468]. I watched that breeze, 
loved that action. I loved everything. I told 
Buzz about him and said, fit’s up to you.’” 


Beler said OK and the colt was headed 
to Saratoga, where Blusiewicz trains. 

Fillies in demand, too 

Colts filled the top five prices, while fil¬ 
lies occupied the next four slots. Hip 79, a 
daughter of Smart Strike and the Cozzene 
mare Salty Response, topped the first day 
at $525,000. Hartley/de Renzo consigned 
the chestnut named Smart Response, who 
was purchased by Xavier International 
Bloodstock. 
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The top-priced filly, a daughter of Smart Strike and the Cozzene mare Salty Response, 
flashed her stride (and speed) during a workout before bringing $525,000. 


Wes Carter, as agent for breeder Carolyn 
Vogel, sold one of two Into Mischief fillies 
for $425,000. Hip 34, out of Pooh Corner, 
was purchased by Lanni and headed to 
Baffert in California. As the sale’s second 
day wound down, Carter contemplated life 
without the filly. 

“A lot of people can do this stuff and 
not get attached, but I get attached,” said 
Carter, unsnapping the stall screen and 
stepping in to say hello. “I’m going to miss 
her. I miss them all, but she’s just lovely. 
She’s a sweetheart. She’s a little tough to 


TOP 10 SIRES BY AVERAGE 

(THREE OR MORE SOLD) 


Curlin (4).$498,250 

Ghostzapper (3). 341,667 

Orb (5). 341,000 

Into Mischief (6). 273,667 

Bernardini (3). 186,667 

First Samurai (3).141,000 

Flat Out (5). 125,200 

Mineshaft (3). 100,000 

City Zip (5). 96,800 

Street Sense (3). 96,667 


TOP-PRICED 2-YEAR-OLDS 


Colts 

$1,500,000 ch.c. Curlin—Franscat, by Stormin Fever (Fla.); Hartley/ 
De Renzo Thoroughbreds, agent; Breeze Easy and John C. Oxley. 

$850,000 b.c. Distorted Humor—Lemon Kiss, by Lemon Drop Kid 
(Ky.); Eddie Woods, agent LXXI; Simon Callaghan, agent. 

$800,000 ch.c. Ghostzapper—Malibu Cougar, by Malibu Moon (Ky.); 
Cary Frommer, agent; Baoma Corp. 

$710,000 b.c. Orb—Extra Sharp, by Cherokee Run (Ky.); Crupi’s New 
Castle Farm, agent III; Dennis O’Neill. 

$525,000 b.c. Orb—Julie From Dixie, by Dixie Union (Ky.); Pike 
Racing, agent; C.P. Beler. 

$375,000 b.c. Blame—Unbridled Empire, by Empire Maker (Ky.); 
Crupi’s New Castle Farm, agent V; Charles Boden Thoroughbreds, 
agent. 

$350,000 b.c. Curlin—Over the Edge, by Thunder Gulch (Ky.); Bobby 
Dodd, agent; Charles J. Zacney. 

$350,000 dk.b./br.c. First Samurai—Kassidy’s Kiss, by Belong to Me 
(Ky.); Kenneth Lejeune Training Stables, agent; Mike Ryan, agent. 

$315,000 b.c. Orb—Barbette, by High Yield (Ky.); Niall Brennan 
Stables, agent XIX; Jake Ballis, agent. 

$270,000 b.c. Paynter—Ellie Boo, by Pulpit (Ky.); Paul Sharp, agent V; 
Mike Ryan, agent. 

$250,000 Soaring Bird, b.c. Tapizar—Free Flying Soul, by Quiet 
American (Ky.); Randy Miles, agent; Choctaw Racing Stable. 

$250,000 dk.b./br.c. Bernardini—Officiate, by Deputy Minister (Ky.); 
McKathan Bros., agent; Peter Callahan, Kenneth McPeek, agent. 

$245,000 dk.b./br.c. I Want Revenge—Aspen Whisper, by Mr. Greeley 
(Ky.); Pick View LLC, agent; Grand Oaks/Joe Sharp, agent. 

$240,000 ch.c. City Zip—Pretty Jenny, by Pioneering (Fla.); De Meric 
Sales, agent; Steven W Young, agent. 


$235,000 b.c. Quality Road—Akron Moon, by Malibu Moon (Ky.); 
Wavertree Stables Inc. (Ciaran Dunne), agent III; Charles J. Zacney. 

$225,000 b.c. Uncle Mo—Victory Lap, by Touch Gold (Ky.); Hartley/ 
De Renzo Thoroughbreds, agent; Mike Ryan, agent. 

$210,000 b.c. Shanghai Bobby—Canaryinacage, by Mineshaft (N.Y.); 
Scanlon Training and Sales, agent Ii; Mark Stanley. 

$205,000 b.c. Into Mischief—Home Run, by Empire Maker (Ky.); 
Niall Brennan Stables, agent XII; Kindred Stables Inc. 

$200,000 ch.c. Candy Ride (Arg)—Maizelle, by Seeking the Gold (Ky.); 
De Meric Sales, agent; Dave Schonberg, Kirkwood agent. 

Fillies 

$525,000 Smart Response, ch.f. Smart Strike—Salty Response, by 
Cozzene (Ky.); Hartley/De Renzo Thoroughbreds, agent; Xavier 
Int’l Bloodstock, agent. 

$425,000 gr./ro.f. Into Mischief—Pooh Corner, by Tapit (Ky.); 
Carolyn Vogel, Wes Carter, agent; Donato Lanni, agent. 

$425,000 b.f. Into Mischief—So Long Sonoma, by American Chance 
(Ky.); McKathan Bros., agent; Speedway Stables LLC. 

$375,000 gr./ro.f. Into Mischief—Jilted, by Runaway Groom (N.Y.); 
Pike Racing, agent; Mike Ryan, agent. 

$290,000 b.f. Super Saver—Wish It Were, by Is It True (Ky.); 
Kirkwood Stables, agent IX; Ralph M Evans. 

$265,000 dk.b./br.f. Flat Out—Beau Watch, by Beau Genius (Ky.); 
Paul Sharp, agent II; Simon Callaghan, agent. 

$250,000 ch.f. Union Rags—Autumn Ash, by Tapit (Ky.); Carolyn 
Vogel, Wes Carter, agent; John Terranova, agent. 

$200,000 ch.f. Flat Out—Elusive Royalty, by Elusive Quality (Ky.); 
Cary Frommer, agent; David Meah, agent. 
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gallop, she loves to run, but she loves you 
to come see her in the stall.” 

Carter also said goodbye to a Vogel- 
bred Union Rags filly for $250,000. Hip 257 
went to New York trainer John Terranova. 
Both fillies were out of Tapit mares, which 
helped their causes. 

“They didn’t have a lot of page because 
they had two kind of blank dams, but they 
were Tapit mares and that can’t hurt you at 
all,” said Carter. “All good families started 
somewhere.” 


TOP 10 SIRES BY GROSS 


Curlin (4).$1,993,000 

Orb (5). 1,705,000 

Into Mischief (6). 1,642,000 

Distorted Humor (2). 1,035,000 

Ghostzapper (3). 1,025,000 

Paynter (8).703,000 

Flat Out (5).626,000 

Bernardini (3).560,000 

Super Saver (7).558,000 

Shanghai Bobby (8).545,000 


Best Buys 


M aryland sales regular Bill 
Reightler came up with his “best 
buys”-and some notes-from 
Fasig-Tipton Midiantic’s May sale of 
2-year-olds. 

Monday 

Hip 64. More Than Ready filly 
out of Romacaca consigned by Kings 
Equine. She is by a world-class sire and 
out of a multiple graded winner of 
$944,000. She breezed well in :10.3 and 
galloped out strongly. $28,000, Pewter 
Stable. 

Hip 252. Friesan Fire filly out of 
Atlantic Tide consigned by Grassroots 
Training and Sales. Maryland-bred filly 
breezed in :10.2 and galloped out alert¬ 
ly. Very appealing, well balanced body 
with great stride in her walk. $40,000, 
Country Life Farm. 

Hip 257. Union Rags filly out of 
Autumn Ash consigned by Wes Carter. 


She breezed a quarter-mile in :22.2. 
Tall, strong body with a great stride to 
her step. Looks like a two-turn horse. 
$250,000, John Terranova. 

Tuesday 

Hip 304. Discreet Cat filly out 
Chimayo consigned by Paul Sharp. Big, 
strong, well-balanced filly who breezed 
in : 10.1. She is out of a young A.P Indy 
mare with great depth to the pedigree. 
$125,000, Little Red Feather Racing. 

Hip 401. Super Saver filly out 
of Glitter Star consigned by Mason 
Springs. Late April filly breezed very 
nicely in :10.3. Average-sized, well-bal¬ 
anced horse who walked effortlessly 
and galloped out strongly. Timed her 
at :34 and change for three-eighths. 
$65,000, Bob Feld Bloodstock. 


PINH00KERS’ SCORECARD 


Horses who sold for $150,000 or more, and exceeded 

their previous auction selling price by at least $100,000 or 

100 percent: 

$1,500,000 ch.c. Curlin—Franscat, by Stormin Fever .ftkjuly 16 
$475,000 

$850,000 b.c. Distorted Humor—Lemon Kiss, by Lemon Drop 
Kid .ftsaug 16 $350,000 

$800,000 ch.c. Ghostzapper—Malibu Cougar, by Malibu 
Moon. ftkoct 16 $200,000 

$710,000 b.c. Orb—Extra Sharp, by Cherokee Run .ftkoct 16 
$170,000 

$525,000 b.c. Orb—Julie From Dixie, by Dixie Union, keesept 
16 $140,000 

$525,000 Smart Response, ch.f. Smart Strike—Salty Response, 
by Cozzene. ftsaug 16 $275,000 

$425,000 b.f. Into Mischief—So Long Sonoma, by American 
Chance, keesept 16 $180,000 

$375,000 b.c. Blame—Unbridled Empire, by Empire Maker. 
keesept 16 $100,000 

$350,000 dk.b./br.c. First Samurai—Kassidy’s Kiss, by Belong 
to Me. ftkjulyl 6 $50,000 

$350,000 b.c. Curlin—Over the Edge, by Thunder Gulch. 
keesept 16 $140,000 

$315,000 b.c. Orb—Barbette, by High Yield, keesept 16 

$100,000 


$290,000 b.f. Super Saver—Wish It Were, by Is It Tru e.ftmoct 
16 $90,000 

$265,000 dk.b./br.f. Flat Out—Beau Watch, by Beau Genius. 
ftkoct 16 $60,000 

$245,000 dk.b./br.c. I Want Revenge—Aspen Whisper, by Mr. 
Greeley, ftkoct 16 $50,000 

$240,000 ch.c. City Zip—Pretty Jenny, by Pioneering, obsaug 16 

$100,000 

$235,000 b.c. Quality Road—Akron Moon, by Malibu Moon. 
keesept 16 $55,000 

$210,000 b.c. Shanghai Bobby—Canaryinacage, by Mineshaft. 
ftnaug 16 $60,000 

$200,000 ch.f. Flat Out—Elusive Royalty, by Elusive Quality. 
ftkoct 16 $80,000 

$180,000 dk.b./br.c. Morning Line—Homecoming Dance, by 
Vindication, ftnaug 16 $50,000 

$170,000 b.f. Into Mischief—Touche de Velours, by 
Meadowlake. obsjan 16 $80,000 

$160,000 b.f. Jimmy Creed—Freedom Fire, by Harlan’s 
Holiday, keesept 16 $25,000 

$160,000 ch.f. Violence—Shouldn’t We All, by Woodman. 
keesept 16 $50,000 

$155,000 b.c. Majestic Warrior—Famous Rose, by Forest 
Danger, ftnaug 16 $25,000 

$150,000 dk.b./br.f. Take Charge Indy—Sweet Aloha, by 
Western Cat. keenov 15 $65,000 
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A son of Orb, Hip 373 sold for $710,000 to Dennis O’Neill. 


Called “Pooh” by her consignor Wes Carter, Hip 34 (by Into Mischief 
out of Pooh Corner) brought $425,000 to help push the first day 




Consignor Al Pike congratulates Marylanders Leon Blusiewicz (left) 
and Buzz Beler (right) on their purchase of Hip 468, an Orb colt. 


Timonium again offered the preferred venue for Carter, who 
takes a patient approach when it comes to 2-year-old sales (and 
workouts). 

“I try not to make them go fast,” he said. “I want to let them 
go fast if they can, but I don’t pressure them. It’s later in the year. 
I don’t like the early sales because I think it puts too much pres¬ 
sure on them early. I like to go a quarter-of-a-mile in May and they 
got enough bank on this turn that you can get around it pretty 
handy without putting undue pressure on their hocks. I like the 
racetrack.” 

Speedway Stables also spent $425,000 on an Into Mischief filly 
from the family of Maryland stakes winners Bullet Valay, Valay 
Bullet, Amerrico’s Bullet, Silent Valay and Surf Light. Consigned 
by the McKathan Brothers, the filly was purchased for $180,000 as 
a yearling by Zayat Stables at Keeneland September. 

Though the six- and seven-figure horses captured most of the 
attention, the sale was about more than expensive horses. 

“We had a legitimate group of quality horses and a legitimate 
group of horses at all price ranges,” said Browning. “Folks left 
here optimistic about their purchases whether they were spend¬ 
ing $20,000, $200,000 or $500,000 and upward. That’s one of the 
beauties and the strengths of this marketplace.” 

NOTES: A Maryland-bred colt by Maclean’s Music topped 
the regional 2-year-olds at $120,000 on a bid by Tom O’Grady. 
The colt was consigned by Woodford Thoroughbreds, which 
paid $67,000 for the Barak Farm-bred youngster at Fasig-Tipton 
Kentucky’s October sale in 2016. “There was an active market 
for them,” Browning said of regional-breds. “It’s not just the six- 
figure horses but the 30-, the 40-, the 50-thousand dollar horses 
which is critical to the long-term success and health of not only 
the sales business but the racing business as well.” W 


STATISTICS BY SEX 



Colts 

Fillies 

Geldings 

Sold 

157 

170 

3 

Gross 

$14,636,000 

$10,538,000 

$63,000 

Average 

$93,223 

$61,988 

$21,000 

Median 

$40,000 

$35,000 

$26,000 


TWO-YEAR BID DISTRIBUTION FIGURES 

2017 2016 



bid 

no. sold 

total amount 

no. sold 

total amount 

> 

$100,000 

70 

16,600,000 

59 

14,262,000 

> 

75,000 

21 

1,705,000 

12 

1,000,000 

> 

50,000 

38 

2,152,000 

56 

3,356,000 

> 

25,000 

98 

3,313,000 

79 

2,670,500 

> 

10,000 

79 

1,306,000 

99 

1,622,000 

> 

5,000 

20 

147,000 

28 

213,400 

others 

4 

14,000 

4 

12,500 


TWO-YEAR FIGURES 



2017 

2016 

Number offered 

412 

455 

Number sold 

330 

337 

Percent not sold 

19.9% 

25.9% 

Gross 

$25,237,000 

$23,136,400 

Average 

$76,476 (+11.4%) 

$68,654 

Median 

$35,000 

$32,000 
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LEADING CONSIGNORS 
BY AVERAGE 

(THREE OR MORE SOLD) 


Hartley/De Renzo 

Thoroughbreds, agt. (9).$283,889 

Pike Racing, agt (4).269,250 

Crupi’s New Castle Farm, agt (11)... 175,000 
Wavertree Stables Inc. 

(Ciaran Dunne), agt. (5). 136,600 

Pick View LLC, agt. (3). 109,000 

Eddie Woods, agt. (12). 105,083 

Kirkwood Stables, agt. (5). 100,600 

Paul Sharp, agt. (11). 100,000 

Cary Frommer, agt. (22).95,455 

Niall Brennan Stables, agt. (8).94,000 


LEADING CONSIGNORS 
BY GROSS 


Hartley/De Renzo 

Thoroughbreds, agt. (9).$2,555,000 

Cary Frommer, agt. (22).2,100,000 

Crupi’s New Castle Farm, agt. (11) 1,925,000 

deMeric Sales, agt. (25).1,697,000 

Eddie Woods, agt. (12).1,261,000 

Paul Sharp, agt. (11).1,100,000 

Pike Racing, agt. (4).1,077,000 

Crane Thoroughbreds, agt. (26).931,000 

Grassroots Training & 

Sales LLC, agt. (25).897,500 

Kings Equine, agt. (17).837,500 


LEADING BUYERS 
BY GROSS 


Mike Ryan, agt. (7).$1,600,000 

Breeze Easy and John C. Oxley (1). 1,500,000 

Simon Callaghan, agt. (2).1,115,000 

Dennis O’Neill (3).834,000 

Baoma Corp. (1).800,000 

K.O.I.D. Co. (14).783,000 

Charles J. Zacney (3).725,000 

C.P.Beler (1).525,000 

Xavier International 

Bloodstock, agt. (1).525,000 

Donato Lanni, agt. (1).425,000 

Speedway Stables (1).425,000 

SROA (KOID) (12).425,000 


Ten-year figures for May 2-year-old sale 

Percentage 



Gross 

Average 

No. sold 

buy-backs 

Sales topper 

2017 

$25,237,000 

$76,476 

330 

19.9 percent 

$1,500,000* ch.c. by Curlin—Franscat, by Stormin Fever; 
consigned by Hartley/de Renzo Thoroughbreds, agent; 
purchased by Breeze Easy and John C. Oxley 

2016 

$23,136,400 

$68,654 

337 

25.9 percent 

$1,000,000 Modest Maven, dk.b./br.f. by Uncle Mo—Dream 
Street, by Tale of the Cat; consigned by Pike Racing, agent; 
purchased by Chester Broman, Linda Rice, agent 

2015 

$22,659,000 

$88,859 

255 

21.5 percent 

$1,250,000 Garnet, b.f. by Smart Strike—Crystal Current, by 

A.P Indy; consigned by Eddie Woods, agent XXIX; purchased 
by Ben McElroy, agent 

2014 

$19,601,000 

$59,578 

329 

23.5 percent 

$520,000 Old Mountain Lane, b.c. War Front—Judy’s Magic, 
by Wavering Monarch; consigned by Eisaman Equine, agent; 
purchased by Steven W Young, agent. 

2013 

$16,675,000 

$66,968 

249 

14.7 percent 

$450,000 Jazz Player, ch.c. Malibu Moon—Partyship, by 
Premiership; consigned by Eddie Woods, agent XXI; 
purchased by G. Contessa for Wounded Warrior 

2012 

$16,721,000 

$53,593 

312 

24.6 percent 

$575,000 Magic Daddy, ch.c. Scat Daddy—Magical Mist, by 
Congaree; consigned by Kings Equine, agent VII; 
purchased by Mercedes Stables 

2011 

$16,211,100 

$47,263 

343 

18.1 percent 

$600,000 Ever So Lucky, b.c. Indian Charlie—Bally Storm, 
by Summer Squall; consigned by Sequel Bloodstock (Becky 
Thomas), agent; purchased by EQB Inc., agent 

2010 

$13,099,500 

$47,984 

273 

12.5 percent 

$650,000 Hailey d’Oro, b.f. Medaglia d’Oro—Chit Chat Pam, by 
Valid Expectations; consigned by Estate of Edmund Gann, 
Eisaman Equine, agent; purchased by Stonestreet Stables 

2009 

$10,651,000 

$42,099 

253 

21.2 percent 

$850,000 Trappe Shot, ch.c. Tapit—Shopping, by Private Ac¬ 
count; consigned by Hobeau Farm Dispersal, Cary Frommer, 
agent; purchased by Steven W Young, agent 

2008 

$15,757,400 

$48,188 

327 

34.1 percent 

$575,000 Heracles, dk.b./br.c. Lion Heart—Bye the Bye, by 


Balzac; consigned by Crupi’s New Castle Farm, agt.; purchased 
by Puglisi Racing 


* The highest-priced horse of any age sold at public auction in Maryland, breaking the record of $1,250,000for Garnet at the 2015 Fasig-Tipton 
MidlanticMay Two-Year-Olds in Training sale. 
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Around the Ovals Monmouth Park 


Family Matters 

Irish War Cry’s older half-brother 
Irish Strait scores in Grade 3 Red Bank 

BY LYNN SNIERSON. PHOTOGRAPHS BY EQUI-PHOTO, INC. 



A half-brother to top 3-year-old Irish War Cry, Isabelle de Tomaso’s 
New Jersey-bred Irish Strait skips to his first stakes win in the Grade 3 Red Bank. 


A fter playing second fiddle to his 
younger half-brother, New Jersey- 
bred multiple graded stakes winner 
Irish War Cry, Irish Strait stepped into the 
spotlight to prove that he too can win a 
graded stakes for owner/breeder Isabelle 
de Tomaso and trainer Graham Motion. 

The 5-year-old won Monmouth Park’s 
Red Bank Stakes-G3 May 27, and scoring 
on the track where de Tomaso grew up 
while her father, Amory L. Haskell, served 
as president and chairman from 1945 until 
his death in 1966. 

Irish War Cry, a two-time Grade 2 
winner before his start as favorite in the 
Belmont Stakes-Gl, was the family’s first 
Kentucky Derby-G1 runner this spring. 
He is by two-time Horse of the Year Curlin 


and out of de Tomaso’s homebred Polish 
Numbers mare Irish Sovereign. Irish Strait 
is by English Channel, and all six of the 
blue hen mare’s foals to race are winners. 

Irish Sovereign, 17, is the great-grand¬ 
daughter of English-bred *Tabebuia II, 
whom de Tomaso bought at Newmarket in 
1969 as a maiden mare. Based in Europe, 
*Tabebuia II produced nine named 
foals-the only one brought to the states 
to Woodland Farm, the Haskell Family 
homestead in Middletown, N.J., was her 
first filly, a daughter of Saint Crespin III 
born in 1971 named Irish Trip (GB). A 
stakes winner in Italy, Irish Trip produced 
11 foals, five in the U.S., the last-when she 
was 22—the Beau Genius filly Irish Genius, 
the dam of Irish Sovereign. 


De Tomaso, who maintains dual resi¬ 
dences in Modena, Italy, and Palm Beach, 
Fla., returned to Monmouth June 3 to 
collect awards from the Thoroughbred 
Breeders’ Association of New Jersey for 
Irish Sovereign as the 2016 Broodmare 
of the Year and for Irish War Cry as the 
champion 2-year-old. 

“It is very satisfying to have bred these 
generations of good horses,” said de 
Tomaso, 86, who was a celebrated and pio¬ 
neering racecar driver on the world stage as 
a younger woman. 

De Tomaso owns 12 horses in training, 
yearlings and foals and has eight brood¬ 
mares. They are bred to top stallions. 

“The mares foal in New Jersey [at 
Overbrook Farm in Colts Neck] and then 
are sent to Kentucky to be bred, and then 
they return to New Jersey after the foals 
have been weaned,” she said. “The wean¬ 
lings stay in Kentucky until the following 
September and then go to South Carolina 
to be broken.” 

Hope Haskell Jones, her 83-year-old sis¬ 
ter, also supports the New Jersey-bred pro¬ 
gram, and they breed three mares together 
and have 19 horses in partnership. 

“Doing this together makes it more fun. 
Absolutely,” said Jones, whose only current 
stakes winner is the Motion-trained Party 
Boat, whom she bought as a yearling. The 
two-time stakes winner was runner-up in 
the Penn Oaks June 3. 

Their racing and breeding operations 
would be even more enjoyable if 40-per¬ 
cent bonuses to state-bred winners against 
open company hadn’t been discontinued 
in New Jersey, which does not have slots- 
fueled purses and casino revenue as neigh¬ 
boring states do. For example, Irish Strait 
missed out on a $40,000 bump for winning 
the $100,000 Red Bank. Jones’ home¬ 
bred siblings Mellow Groove and Stylish 
Notion, who trace back five generations 
to Amory Haskell’s 1956 champion mare 
Blue Sparkler, were recent allowance win¬ 
ners at Monmouth and had to settle for 
smaller checks. 

Nonetheless, the octogenarian sisters 
are committed to the New Jersey program 
for the long haul. 

“They’re both certainly trying and Mrs. 
de Tomaso is the definition of a die-hard,” 
said Mike Campbell, the TBANJ’s execu¬ 
tive director. “With her family history, and 
the type of mares that she has and the 
stallions she sends them to, she could foal 
anywhere in the country but she chooses 
to foal here. It’s great that she does that 
and it’s very honorable that she does that. 
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They believe in New Jersey, they believe in 
the program.” 

All of Jones’ homebreds and those 
the sisters have in common carry the 
bloodline of Blue Sparkler, their father’s 
favorite horse and for whom an annual 
Monmouth stakes race is named. They 
remain dedicated to preserving the legacy 
and are proud of her great-great-grand- 
daughter Illuminant, the Grade 1-winning 
Pennsylvania-bred, even though she has a 
different owner and breeder. 

But those in Blue Sparkler’s line haven’t 
measured up to Irish Sovereign’s progeny, 
and there is more promise in the pipeline. 

She has a yearling filly by 2010 Preak- 
ness winner Lookin At Lucky, and another 
half-sister to Irish War Cry and Irish 
Strait, by the multiple graded stakes win¬ 
ning Graydar, was born April 24. Irish 
Sovereign was bred to 2016 Preakness 
winner Exaggerator this season. 

“There’s a lot to look forward to; it’s 
exciting, it really is,” Motion said. “Irish 
Strait has gotten better as he’s gotten older 
so there is every reason to believe the Irish 
Sovereigns improve with age.” 

Irish War Cry could represent the 
Haskell family in the 50th renewal of 
the $1 million betfair.com Haskell Invita¬ 
tional- G1 July 30. The sisters always 
hand the hardware to the winning owner 
and this time around they hope for a 
Hollywood ending. 

“Isabelle would really love to win the 
Haskell and have me present the trophy to 
her,” Jones said. “What would winning the 
Haskell [with her homebred] mean to my 
sister? She is wordless.” 


FUELED BY 



Trevor McCarthy adds a punctuation mark to New Jersey-bred Rainbow Heir’s score in the Wolf Hill. 

Notes: Speaking of Blue Sparkler, 

Dennis Drazin’s homebred Blue Bahia 
notched a 2-length score in the 2017 stakes 
under Paco Lopez May 28. The 4-year-old 
Florida-bred daughter of Wildcat Heir 
became a stakes winner for trainer Jason 
Servis and won for the second time in 
four starts this year and sixth time in a 
dozen career starts. . . Rainbow Heir, a 
son of Wildcat Heir who earned New 
Jersey-bred champion turf horse honors in 
2016 to go with multiple other state-bred 
titles, took the Wolf Hill Stakes for the 
second straight year during the opening 
day card May 13. Rainbow Heir’s win was 
the 1,000th of jockey Trevor McCarthy’s 
career. Eight days later, McCarthy suffered 
a shoulder injury and will miss six months 
for surgery and recovery. W 


May stakes results for Monmouth 


5/13 Wolf Hill ($60K). 5 F. (Off Turf). 3&up. 


Winner: RAINBOW HEIR (ch.h., 7, Wildcat Heir—Rainbow Pride, by Prospectors Gamble). 
B/0-New Farm (N.J.). T-Jason Servis. J-Trevor McCarthy. Time: :58.01. Margin: 1 3 A. 

2nd: Blue Y Gold (Arg) 3rd: Delta Bluesman 


5/27 Red Bank-G3 ($100K). 1 mi. Turf. 3&up. 


Winner: IRISH STRAIT (ch.g., 5, English Channel—Irish Sovereign, by Polish Numbers). 
B/O-lsabelle H. de Tomaso (N.J.). T-H. Graham Motion. J-Orlando Bocachica. Time: 1:35.66. 
Margin: 2Va. 2nd: Synchrony. 3rd: Rose Brier. 


5/28 Blue Sparkler ($60K). 5 F. Turf. 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: BLUE BAHIA (dk.b./br.f., Wildcat Heir—Chocolate Brown, by Lion Hearted). B/0-Dennis 
A. Drazin (Fla.). T-Jason Servis. J-Paco Lopez. Time: :56.71. Margin: 2. 2nd: Spectacular Me. 
3rd: Daylight Ahead 
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Around the Ovals Penn National 


Quick Start 

Apprentice Miller hitting high 
percentages at Penn National 

BY LINDA DOUGHERTY 


J enn Miller didn’t set out to be a 
Thoroughbred jockey. As a matter of 
fact, she got involved in the sport after 
taking a job with a trainer to supplement 
her income after starting a business. The 
rest is history. 

Miller, 31, was born in Wales, Mass., and 
grew up in the western part of the state. 
She rode her trail horses and eventually 
realized she wanted to ride more often. She 
went to a local dressage barn to work in 
exchange for lessons, and quickly excelled 
in the sport, eventually riding in grand 
prix dressage events. She then decided she 
wanted to open her own barn. 

“I went down to Florida to start my 
own dressage business in Wellington,” said 
Miller, a seven-pound apprentice who won 
seven of her first 20 mounts and finished 
on the board in 50 percent of her rides 
this spring at Penn National. “For extra 
money, I started working in the morning 
for David Nunn at Palm Beach Downs 
as a pony rider, and in the afternoon I’d 
tend to my business. Eventually David let 
me gallop horses, and then after I breezed 
one I thought, ‘This is a lot of fun.’ I was 
hooked. And from there I learned to break 
from the gate.” 

Miller rode in several amateur races in 
the Mid-Atlantic for Nunn in 2015 and 
2016 before taking a job working for Joe 
Sharp. She rode her first race as a licensed 
apprentice last October at Keeneland, 
making her debut aboard the 2-year-old 
Trust in Diane, who was also making her 
career debut. 

“I had been riding Trust in Diane in the 
mornings since summer, so she was special 
to me,” said Miller about the Macho Uno 
filly. “Joe and [his wife, former jockey] 
Rosie Napravnik and their whole team had 
been fantastic and supportive. My first race 
was a great learning experience for both 
myself and the horse.” 


Miller rode two more horses in 
Kentucky before getting her first victory 
at Parx Racing, aboard her old friend 
Nunn’s filly Exclusive Symphony in mid- 
December. 

Since then, Miller has shifted her base 
to Maryland, where she lives just outside 
of Laurel. The trip to Penn National has 
been a profitable one for her as she con¬ 
tinually works on her trade and growing 
her business. 

■ Ted Hoover’s durable and consistent 
6-year-old gelding Broadway Bay registered 
his 12th victory May 6 in a $25,000 claimer. 
Trained by Harold Wyner, Broadway Bay 
finished fourth in a starter allowance nine 
days later at Parx Racing to increase his 
lifetime earnings to $365,473 for a record 
of 34-12-1-3. 

Broadway Bay was the winningest horse 
at Parx last year with seven victories from 
10 starts at the track. He spent much of last 
season racing for trainer Marcos Zulueta 
and Hakim’s Stable, but was claimed by 
Hoover and Wyner out of a winning effort 
for $8,000 in late January. He’s won twice 
and earned more than $45,000 since the 
claim. 

Broadway Bay, sold for $50,000 at the 
2012 Fasig-Tipton Midlantic fall yearling 
sale, started his career in New York, and 
broke his maiden at Saratoga in 2014 for 
trainer Bruce Brown in his second start. 

■ All In Sales of Reddick, Fla., hit a 
pinhooking home run by parlaying a 
$105,000 investment at Keeneland on a 
Pennsylvania-bred son of Blame into a 
$700,000 sale seven months later to Repole 
Stable at the 2015 OBS April sale of 
2-year-olds. 

Named Blame Us All, The Elkstone 
Group-bred colt didn’t start until April 19, 
when he vanned to Grantville from his 
Belmont Park base to break his maiden in 


a maiden special weight for Pennsylvania- 
breds. Trained by Bruce Levine, Blame 
Us All returned May 12 to dominate nine 
rivals in an allowance for state-breds, pow¬ 
ering away by 10 lengths. 

The colt’s dam, the Afleet Alex mare 
Alexandra Rylee, was also bred in Penn¬ 
sylvania under the Roll Z Dice Stable ban¬ 
ner and raced for Cash is King, which cam¬ 
paigned her sire. Alexandra Rylee broke 
her maiden at Saratoga in her 2-year-old 
debut and won the Brandywine Stakes at 
Philadelphia Park in December for Butch 
Reid to finish her season. She was off the 
board in her first start at 3 in graded com¬ 
pany and was retired after just five starts. 

Alexandra Rylee’s Maryland-bred 
2-year-old colt by Union Rags, named 
Pitino, was purchased by agent Dennis 
O’Neill for $950,000 at the OBS March 
sale. The mare’s two most recent foals 
are full-sisters to Pitino—the yearling was 
bred by The Elkstone Group and foaled 
in Maryland; this year’s April foal was born 
in Florida. 

■ What better name for a daughter of 
Midshipman than In the Navy Now? The 
filly returned to the races May 4 after a 
successful 3-year-old campaign to win an 
allowance by a head after a determined 
stretch drive. 

In the Navy Now, purchased by R. 
Larry Johnson for $170,000 out of the 
2015 Fasig-Tipton Midlantic May 2-year- 
old sale, broke her maiden in January 2016 
and placed in the Caesar’s Wish and Weber 
City Miss Stakes at Laurel Park before 
going to the sidelines last April. Her recent 
win was her first start in 13 months, but 
she was ready to roll for trainer Mike 
Trombetta. The bay Kentucky-bred is out 
of the stakes-placed Broad Brush mare 
Looking Afar from the famed Phipps 
family of Broadway (which includes multi¬ 
millionaire and leading sire Seeking the 
Gold and Grade 1 winner Fast Play). She 
is a half-sister to graded stakes winner 
Nefertini, who won the 2012 Go for Wand 
Handicap-G2 at Aqueduct. w 
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Around the Ovals Presque^ Isle Downs 

Familiar Faces 

Champs Connelly, Gallardo return 
as 10th season gets underway in Erie 



Balandeen streaks home in the Tom Ridge, the 
first stakes of 2017 at Presque Isle Downs. 


BY LINDA DOUGHERTY. PHOTOGRAPHS BY COADY PHOTOGRAPHY 


D espite gray skies and a persistent 
drizzle, Presque Isle Downs began its 
10th anniversary season May 21 with 
an eight-race card, the first of the 100-day 
meeting for the Erie, Pa., track. 

The Presque Isle casino became opera¬ 
tional in February 2007 and the track opened 
its first meet that September, returning live 
racing to the region for the first time since 
1988, when Erie Downs closed. 

Track management made several 
improvements on the backstretch this 
past off-season, including a new building 
that houses the track chaplain and HBPA 
offices. Purses remain at the same level 
as they were in 2016, when they averaged 
$156,131 per day and $15,235 per race. 
The track experienced a slight uptick in 
average starters per race last season of 
7.49 horses. Average pari-mutuel pool per 
race remained steady, declining less than 1 
percent from 2015. 

Most of the core stables from the last 
several seasons have returned for 2017, 
including two-time training champion 
Teresa Connelly (42 wins in 2016), who 
arrived with a full barn. Also returning 
are Ron Potts (33 wins), Dale Capuano 
(29 wins), Tim Hamm, Gerald Brooks, 
Wayne Rice and his sons Kevin and Adam. 
New faces on the backstretch include Carl 
Deville, Adolfo Exposito, Elliot Sullivan 
and Jerry Thurston. 

The jockey colony is led by last year’s 
leading rider Antonio Gallardo (148 wins 
in 2016), but he intends to ride part-time at 
the track. Pablo Morales (102 wins), Mario 
Pino and Huber Villa-Gomez (each with 


69 wins), Ronnie Allen and Willi e Martinez 
also returned, while newcomers include Luis 
Garcia, Jason Lumpkins and Jeremy Rose. 
Apprentice Addiel Ayala joined the colony. 

The first race of the season was a maid¬ 
en special weight for 2-year-olds, captured 
by the Potts-owned and -trained After¬ 
burner, a Pennsylvania-bred son of Take 
Charge Indy. 

One of two first-time starters in the 
seven-horse field going AVz furlongs, 
Afterburner was dismissed as the fourth 
choice behind the heavily favored Wesley 
Ward runner Nuclear Option, exiting a sec¬ 
ond at Keeneland April 19. A speed duel 
with I’m Corfu early softened up Nuclear 
Option, who faded down the stretch and 
Afterburner, who stalked the top pair, 
pounced late. 

Blackstone Farm, Pennsylvania’s 2016 
leading breeder, bought the mare Brilliancy 
for $40,000 at the 2014 Keeneland Nov¬ 
ember sale with Afterburner in utero. 
Afterburner was purchased by Potts for 
$5,000 at last year’s Fasig-Tipton Kentucky 
October yearling sale; his maiden score put 
his earnings at $21,060. 

■ Balandeen, making his synthetic-sur¬ 
face debut, prevailed in the $100,000 Tom 
Ridge Stakes, the first of the meet’s 12 
stakes, for 3-year-olds May 22. The son 
of Bernardini, trained by Chris Hartman 
for Joey Davis, completed 6 furlongs in 
1:10.31 under Albin J imenez. 

Returning to a sprint distance after fin¬ 
ishing unplaced in the Sunland Derby-G3 
and Oaklawn Park’s Northern Spur Stakes, 
Balandeen ended a five-race losing streak. 


Balandeen was purchased by Davis for 
$110,000 at last year’s OBS April 2-year- 
olds in training sale. He is the first foal 
for Mamma Kimbo, winner of the 2012 
Fantasy Stakes-G2 at Oaklawn Park who 
sold for $1.2 million at Fasig-Tipton’s 
November sale while carrying Balandeen. 

■ Jockey Ronnie Allen Jr. won the 3,500th 
race of his long career May 21 when he 
booted home Pursuit of Lute in the fifth 
race. 

Allen, 52, said he still feels like he’s in 
his 20s, thanks to staying fit working horses 
in the morning and riding in the afternoon. 
He finished fifth in the Presque Isle stand¬ 
ings last season with 57 victories. Allen has 
endured his share of ups and downs dur¬ 
ing his career, including six weeks on the 
sidelines in 2013 after a bad spill at Tampa 
Bay Downs, where he spends the winter. 

Allen and his younger brother and fel¬ 
low jockey Mike, 50, grew up in Michigan, 
riding bales of hay when they were only 5 
or 6 and pretending they were jockeys. 

“Jockeys were our heroes,” said Allen, 
who is engaged to trainer Maria Bower sock. 
“I don’t think my brother and I really knew 
what we wanted to do with our lives, but 
we were pretty small compared to most 
kids our age, so we just stuck with the 
horses and kept our weight down and 
eventually started riding.” 

Allen dominated at Tampa Bay three 
decades ago, capturing his first title in 1985 
before his 21st birthday. He did not ride 
from 2003-07 because of personal reasons, 
but he returned to win another Oldsmar 
crown six years ago. Among the best 
horses he’s ridden are Marco Bay, Hooh 
Why and Old Time Hockey. 

■ The Jonathan Sheppard-owned, trained 

and bred Quick Learner, a 3-year-old son 
of Jump Start, debuted May 22 with a 
7-length victory over six rivals in a maid¬ 
en special weight for Pennsylvania-breds 
going 514 furlongs. Quick Learner is out 
of the Maria’s Mon mare Smarter Sister, 
whom Sheppard also trained during her 
career. W 


May stakes results for Presque Isle Downs 


5/22 Tom Ridge ($100K). 6 F. 3Y0. 


Winner: BALANDEEN (b.c., Bernardini—Mamma Kimbo, by Discreet Cat). B-Aaron and Marie Jones 
(Ky.). 0-Joey Keith Davis. T-Chris A. Hartman. J-Albin Jimenez. Time: 1:10.31. Margin: 1 3 A 2nd: En 
Hanse. 3rd: Bugle Barry. 
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Better and better 

Scorpiancer climbs mountain, 
captures Grade 1 Iroquois in a romp 

BY JOE CLANCY. PHOTOGRAPHS BY TOD MARKS, 


I f Mount Everest cards a steeplechase, 
Scorpiancer (Ire) will look up and start 
running. He’s that game, that competi¬ 
tive, and proved it-again -with a complete 
dismantling of five foes in the $200,000 


Iroquois Steeplechase in Nashville, Tenn., 
May 13. 

The Irish-bred collected his second 
Grade 1 victory since being imported 
by the Bruton Street-US partnership and 


trainer Jack Fisher in 2015, improved to 
2-for-2 this season and established himself 
as the horse to beat in the open stakes 
division in 2017. What’s more, the 8-year- 
old Scorpion (Ire) gelding qualified for the 
TW Capital Challenge which awards a 
$500,000 bonus to a horse who can sweep 
the Iroquois and England’s Stayers Hurdle 
at the Cheltenham Festival in March. 

Fourth in the 2016 Iroquois, Scorpiancer 
rocked the 2017 version. He shadowed 
Andi’amu (Fr) early, drew alongside after 
about 2 miles and galloped away on the 
backstretch the final time. Eight lengths 
clear with a half-mile to go, Scorpiancer 
widened it to 10 in the stretch and 16 at 
the finish. Hinterland (Fr) finished second, 
40 lengths clear of Andi’amu. The others — 
Martini Brother, Mr. Hot Stuff and 2015 
steeplechase champion Dawalan (Fr) — 
were pulled up. 



Irish-bred Scorpiancer flies the last fence in the Grade 11roquois Steeplechase to take the early lead in the division. 
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McDermott improved to 3-for-4 (with 
a second) aboard Scorpiancer, and predict¬ 
ably loved the trip. 

“I just saw Ross [Geraghty, on Andi’amu] 
twitch a bit and his horse changed his legs 
and he turned on the tap just for the first 
furlong but we didn’t quicken off that,” 
McDermott said of the final run up the 
backstretch. “Scorpiancer just went by 
Andi’amu and sickened him. He made 
him throw in the towel. [On the turn], he 
actually twitched his ears and had a look 
around and thought, Am I done?’ I took a 
long look and couldn’t believe how far in 
front I was so I gave him a breather.” 

From there, it was merely pop two 
fences in the stretch and keep galloping. 
Scorpiancer, coming off a win going 2Vz 
miles in the Temple Gwathmey April 22, 
thrived at the distance. Dawalan, making 
his first start since a championship cam¬ 
paign in the autumn of 2015, was pulled 
up after jumping a fence poorly on the 
backside. This year’s Stayers Hurdle winner, 
Irish-based Nichols Canyon, scratched the 
week of the race after being injured in tran¬ 
sit—though McDermott would have been 
confident regardless of who showed up. 

“I actually wanted Nichols Canyon to 
come today because I wanted to take 
him on,” the jockey said. “I just thought 
this horse had had a clean preparation. 
Dawalan was coming back off an injury. 
Hinterland, who’s very high class, is com¬ 
ing off an injury and it was his first try over 
3 miles which was a bit of a question mark. 
I was relishing the challenge.” 

Scorpiancer won for the sixth time in 
16 career starts over jumps. In the U.S., he’s 
won five of 11 and finished worse than sec¬ 
ond just twice (fourth in the 2016 Iroquois 
and third in the 2016 New York Turf 
Writers Cup). The $120,000 payday lifted 
Scorpiancer’s career earnings to $455,360. 

It’s been a long road for the bay gelding. 
Bred by Mary O’Connor, he went through 
the sales ring three times—first as a foal 
at Tattersalls Ireland in November 2009. 
He failed to sell for 4,800 euros. Nearly 
three years later, he went from O’Connor 
to Eugene O’Sullivan for 26,000 euros at 
Goffs Land Rover Sale as an unbroken 
3-year-old. O’Sullivan unveiled Scorpiancer 
at Kildorrery Point-to-Point in February 
2014. He won going 3 miles in heavy 
ground. 

O’Sullivan sent him to the Brightwells 
Cheltenham Sale in 2014 and got £200,000 


Surprising Soul touches down in the Marcellus Frost novice stakes, his third win of the year. 


on a bid by Gearoid Costelloe, partner 
of trainer Rebecca Curtis. Running for 
Bruton Street-UK, Scorpiancer made his 
debut under National Hunt rules with a 
promising second in a Ffos Las bumper 
in November 2014. He went l-for-5 over 
hurdles, his only victory coming in a maid¬ 
en at Ludlow in the dead of winter. 

Then came America. Fisher took 
advantage of a 124 handicap rating, and a 
5-pound apprentice allowance for Connor 
Hankin, and won a race at Shawan Downs 
in September 2015. Next came a novice 
win at Far Hills, a 2016 season with one 
win, four seconds a third and $217,600 at 
the top level. This year, Scorpiancer ran 
down lightweight Portrade (Ire) in the 
Temple Gwathmey, and delivered a career 
best in the Iroquois. 

“He’s got that very light, athletic build, 
his wind is 100 percent perfect which is a 
rarity so, look, if nobody was going to go 
on I wasn’t going to come here and sit and 
turn it into a sprint,” said McDermott. “I 
wanted a stamina test.” 

SOUL MAN WINS AGAIN 

It’s official. Surprising Soul is no longer 
a surprise. Wendy Hendriks’ newcomer 
won for the third time in as many starts 
this year-taking the $100,000 Marcellus 
Frost novice hurdle stakes by 2% lengths 
over My Afleet with Ice It third. The stakes 
victory came after a maiden win at Aiken 
on the season’s first day and an allowance 
tally at Tryon April 15. 

Trained by Hendriks’ son Ricky and rid¬ 
den by Geraghty, the winner made it look 


easy in Nashville. He backed off the early 
pace of Show Court (Ire) and Ice It, took 
over leaving the backside the final time and 
was well clear when the field was waved 
around the last fence because of an injury 
to jockey Paddy Young. My Afleet, also 
2-for-2 this year coming in, made up a little 
ground late but was no match for the win¬ 
ner. Ice It, who won the novice at Queen’s 
Cup, settled for third while Carolina Cup 
novice winner Show Court finished fifth. 

Surprising Soul lost all five flat starts 
for breeder Chuck Fipke before Hendriks 
spent $9,000 at the Fasig-Tipton Kentucky 
mixed sale in February 2016. The bay 
gelding stayed on the flat with a third at 
Great Meadow in April, a second at Parx 
in June and a win at Penn National for 
a $25,000 tag 10 days later. He was sec¬ 
ond for $20,000 in September, and made 
three hurdle starts-two seconds and a 
fourth-to close 2016. 

Geraghty called jumping the key. 

‘We started jumping him and he loves 
to jump, loves to jump. He had a few runs 
in the fall, we got a couple of seconds, a 
fourth and it was probably brilliant he 
didn’t break his maiden then,” said the 
jockey. “He wintered and he did really well. 
I think it was mid-January when I first went 
up to school and this fella was on his A 
game the whole time.” 

Surprising Soul collected $60,000 to 
raise his earnings to $96,000 this year. 

SARAH JOYCE DIGS IN 

Just about when the real running began 
in the $50,000 Margaret Currey Henley 
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stakes for fillies and mares, Sarah Joyce 
(Ire) looked beaten. She’d stuck it out for 
almost 2 miles, but others in the field of 
eight were traveling better and they’d surely 
kick on from there. 

Last year’s Henley winner One Lucky 
Lady (GB) would be tough as usual. Light¬ 
weight maiden Ciboure (Fr) was loaded. 
Last year’s champion Get Ready Set Goes 
might yet summon her kick. All the while, 
Sarah Joyce (Jack Doyle) kept plugging. 
She got through on the inside in the stretch, 
caught One Lucky Lady and beat Ciboure 
to the last fence. Owned by The Fields 
Stable, Sarah Joyce won by 3% lengths. 
Ciboure, in her hurdle debut, claimed sec¬ 
ond with One Lucky Lady third. 

Sarah Joyce won her second consecu¬ 
tive start (after a handicap hurdle at the 
Queen’s Cup April 29) after losing all three 
tries last year for trainer Elizabeth Voss. 

“She’s really a different filly than she was 
last year, she’s moving better,” said Voss. 
“When we first started getting back on her 
this year, Jack and Bethany [Baumgardner] 
were like 'She’s just better, a different filly 
this year.’ The break, the time, I don’t know. 
She was just OK in the fall. She’s a brilliant 
jumper now, and hardy and gritty and all 
the things you want. I was watching her 
and thought, 'Oh we’re getting tired, we’re 
not going to get there.’ She’s tough, she’s 
not very big, but she’s tough and that gets 
them a long way.” 

Bred by Thistle Bloodstock, the 5-year- 
old mare won once over hurdles in Ireland 
for trainer Colin Bowe before being 
imported last spring. 


Sarah Joyce leads over last while in command of the Maragret Currey Henley for fillies and mares. 


Sean McDermott checks for competition, and sees none, in the allowance hurdle aboard Moscato. 


CORNHUSKER 
SHUCKS ANOTHER 

Jockey Mark Beecher calls Cornhusker 
(GB) a ''minimalist” when it comes to 
jumping, which—depending on how you 
look at it—can be a good thing. The timber 
veteran measures his fences, precisely, and 
gets back to running as quickly as pos¬ 
sible. The strategy apparently works as 
Cornhusker won his eighth timber race in 
the $50,000 Mason Houghland Memorial. 

Owned by Armata Stable and trained by 
Alicia Murphy, the 10-year-old did it with a 
burst of speed on the final run up the 
backstretch—much like he did in the 2014 
and 2015 editions of the Houghland—and 
rolled from there. He won by 2Vi lengths 
over Syros with Henry San (Ire) third. 
Cornhusker was running six days after 


finishing second at Winterthur and 21 days 
after winning at Middleburg. The schedule 
agrees with the son of Dynaformer. 

“He’s so good in the spring because you 
get to run him plenty,” said Beecher. “He 
loves racing, he loves foxhunting. I think 
he’s a lot happier in the spring, I’m not 


saying he can’t run in the fall because he 
has, but he’s definitely a better horse in 
the spring.” 

One of two winners on the day bred by 
Juddmonte Farm, Cornhusker has been 
running over jumps since 2011. He won 
twice over hurdles, became somewhat 
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Kremlin wings toward home in the 
Iroquois maiden, which subsequently 
produced two more winners at Fair Hill. 


Cornhusker (center) stalks the leaders early in the Mason Houghland Memorial timber stakes. 



Plated (left) catches All the Way Jose at the last fence of the handicap hurdle. 


famous for sprawling on the ground (and 
getting up to finish fourth) at Saratoga in 
2012 and converted to timber in September 
2013. He’s won at the Iroquois and Middle- 
burg three times each, but also jumped 
around stiffer courses at the Pennsylvania 
Hunt Cup and My Lady’s Manor. 


“He loves this course because you’re 
always kind of turning, fences come up 
fast,” said Beecher. “He measures them, 
barely. He’s so quick over them. Some 
of the long ones, when he jumped by 
[the others to the front] that was a long 
one, but it doesn’t bother him. When you 


decide to go for one, you’ve got to just 
send him at it. Put your heart over it and 
he will follow.” 

Winless in five starts on the flat (in 
France and one forgettable try at Saratoga), 
Cornhusker has won 10 of 33 over jumps 
and earned $243,550. 

IROQUOIS ROUNDUP 

Fisher, McDermott and Bruton Street 
started the day with a $50,000 allowance 
hurdle win with Moscato (GB). A maiden 
winner at Queen’s Cup, he galloped to the 
front with a lap to go and kicked away 
coming off the turn to win by 6 3 A lengths 
over Lyonell (Ger) with Strongbox third. 

Veteran hurdler Plated won a $35,000 
handicap hurdle for Maggie Bryant and 
trainer Jimmy Day, handling the 3 miles 
and winning for the third time in 11 jump 
starts. Apprentice Brendan Crowley was 
on board for the win. Bred by Overbrook 
Farm, the son of Tiznow sold for $500,000 
as a 2-year-old in 2011 but lost all seven 
flat starts for Lael Stable. 

Third behind Zio Eilo and Moscato at 
Charleston and second behind Moscato 
at the Queen’s Cup, Rather Be Racing’s 
Kremlin graduated the maiden ranks with 
a $40,000 score for Fisher and jockey 
Keith Dalton. The Juddmonte-bred made 
all the running, and won by 5!4 lengths 
over stablemate Dark Gemini (Ire) with 
No Wunder (GB) third. The second- and 
third-place finishers came back to win 
maiden races at Fair Hill two weeks later. 

The Iroquois carded races worth 
$525,000, the second-highest figure on the 
circuit behind Far Hills in October. ■ 
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Shining Example 

After missing Manor, timber star 
Ebanour captures second VA Gold Cup 

BY SEAN CLANCY. PHOTOGRAPHS BY DOUGLAS LEES, 


C yril Murphy made the long, slow, 
contemplative walk from the barn 
toward Irv and Diane Naylor’s house 
on a cold March morning. There is noth¬ 
ing like a trainer delivering bad news to an 
owner. And this was bad news. 

Timber stakes winner Ebanour (Ire) 
had tied up after a quiet jog, succumb¬ 
ing to an ailment that has haunted him 
throughout his career. The 2016 Virginia 
Gold Cup winner struggled to walk back 
to the barn and was quickly sent to New 
Bolton Center, a little more than an hour 
from Murphy’s Maryland base. The horse 
was being pumped full of fluids, on the 
verge of kidney failure as Murphy opened 
the door to the house. 

“We’re not going to the Manor, it’s 
highly unlikely we’re going anywhere this 
spring...” Murphy said. 

An hour at New Bolton is too long, 
Ebanour was there for five days, five long 
days. 

Then, as fast as he had relapsed, the 
10-year-old rebounded, came home and 
flourished. A planned stop at My Lady’s 
Manor April 15 was out, but, perhaps, 
the spring could be saved. On May 6, it 
was more than saved, it was celebrated 
as Ebanour earned his second consecu¬ 
tive Virginia Gold Cup victory, relaxing 
well off the pace and scoring with ease. 
The chestnut son of Indian Ridge (Ire) 
improved his timber record to six wins 
from nine starts with a polished score 
over Manor winner Lemony Bay (GB) and 
former timber champion Hot Raze. Jockey 
Gus Dahl improved his record aboard 
Ebanour to five wins from six rides (they 
parted company at Genesee Valley last fall). 
The win only looked easy. 


“Five weeks ago, I didn’t think we were 
going anywhere, we were hoping to go to 
the Manor like we did last year, we had that 
cold week in the middle of March, he tied 
up so bad,” Murphy said. “As bad as he got, 
he came back around to us just as quick. 
I ended up taking him to Atlanta for the 
training flat race [April 22], he went down 
there and got a great blow. He came home, 
he was bucking and squealing. Gus came 
in and schooled him Wednesday, the rain 
came in this morning and I figured if we 
get the trip we got last year it’s easy money.” 

Like an ATM stuck on dispense. 

International Gold Cup winner 
Grand Manan loped on the lead, a slow- 
motion stroll over the soft ground as 
2015 Maryland Hunt Cup winner Raven’s 
Choice and Lemony Bay tracked him in 
second and third, building a gap to Canyon 
Road and Hot Rize who led a relaxed 
Ebanour, well off the pace. Passing the 
stands with a circuit to go, the sextet hadn’t 
changed order as Ebanour crept closer 
from the inside but had yet to get out of 
first gear. 

Cutting toward the water jump, Grand 
Manan led as Raven’s Choice and Canyon 
Road began to feel the pinch, Lemony Bay 
crept closer, Hot Rize loomed toward the 
outside and Ebanour hovered like a buz¬ 
zard over road kill. Around the bottom 
bend, Ebanour slid through another gear 
or two (far from all) and crept ever closer. 
Coming to the last Dahl opted to split Hot 
Rize and Lemony Bay. 

Ebanour hopped over the last with 
another precise jump, Dahl switched his 
whip to his left hand, then switched it back 
to his right without turning it over, a hand 
ride and a couple of keep-at-it slaps on the 


shoulder and it was in the books, the only 
thing left was for assistant Beth Supik to 
hug him on the walk back to the winner’s 
circle just like last year. 

“He was taking a pull out of him the 
whole time, Gus knows, like the rest of us 
here, he appreciates what we’ve got, you 
don’t have to tell him what to do, just let 
him do it. He’s a very, very good horse, a 
very, very good horse,” Murphy said. “He’s 
got the ability, in that ground he quickened, 
I was down by the stone wall and Gus was 
looking over and laughing at Sean after 
the last.” 

Imported after winning two hurdle 
races and reaching a highest rating of 
119 in England, Ebanour tried hurdles 
twice here, finishing fifth twice in 2012. 
A month after his second start, he was 
a timber horse, finishing second in the 
maiden at Callaway Gardens. In the spring, 
he won at the Manor and finished third at 
Winterthur for trainer Brianne Slater. After 
two years on the sidelines, he returned with 
Murphy and has only lost twice (a neck 
decision at the Manor in 2015 and losing 
Dahl at Genesee Valley last fall). If you’re 
blocking out squares on a calendar, he’s 
made just 12 starts in 56 months, mostly 
because of the vagaries of rhabdomyolysis. 

“If you look at his form, that’s why. 
Every so often, for no particular reason, 
something will upset him and he’ll tie up. 
Last year, we managed to get through the 
whole year without it happening one time,” 
Murphy said. “This winter, we turned him 
out for six weeks, did nothing with him, 
brought him back in and I thought, ‘if 
it’s going to happen, it will happen now.’ 
Nothing until this random day, just jogging. 
It took all of five days for him to come 
around, he came home, then it was tippy- 
toe, tippy-toe for another 10 days, two 
weeks, then all of a sudden, like that, he’s 
back on his game.” 

Some game-Ebanour slogged 4 miles 
and jumped 23 fences and was accelerating 
after 9 minutes and 49 seconds. 

“He’s something else, he’s something 
else,” Murphy said. “He might be better 
than even the hurdle horses to be around 
day in day out, he enjoys his training, he’s 
easy to work with, the jumping.. .Beth 
does all the schooling with him, it’s just 
playing for him. He might be the best one 
I’ve ever...” 

Questions filled the gap. Better than 
back-to-back hurdle champions Dawalan 
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Muddy but fresh, Ebanour and Gus Dahl land over a fence in the Virginia Gold Cup, 
prompting the presentation of the gold cup to Diane Naylor. 


and Rawnaq? How would he run in the 
Grade 1 Iroquois against the likes of 
Dawalan, Scorpiancer, Mr. Hot Stuff... 

“I’d love to know,” Murphy said. “He 
doesn’t train any different than the hurdle 
horses, he works with them, he does 
everything with them. I’d have no doubts 
you could stick him in there and he’d run 
with credit.” 

The win was Naylor’s fifth in the Gold 
Cup, retiring the historic trophy. Make 
Me a Champ (2002) and Salmo (2007 and 
2009) preceded Ebanour’s back-to-back 
wins in 2016 and 2017. The trophy had 
been in use since Ann and Henry Stern 
won their fifth with Saluter in 1998. 

Two weeks after the Gold Cup, Ebanour 
ran with credit again in winning by a nose 
over Mystic Strike in the Radnor Hunt Cup 
only to lose the race in the stewards’ stand 
and placed second for interference at the 
last fence. 

SCH00DIC SCORES 
IN DAVID SEMMES 

Ten-time champion trainer Jack Fisher 
has made a living out of converting hurdle 
horses with ability and/or potential to 
timber racing—quickly. Saluter, South of 
Java, Atomistic, Bubble Economy, Syros, 
Doc Cebu. . . the list runs long and deep. 
It does not include Schoodic and will not 
include Schoodic. 

“We tried to make him a timber horse,” 
Fisher said. “We had him all schooled up 
and ready to go, then he hit one and he 
stopped at the next one, then he refused to 
jump a log on the ground, I guess he didn’t 
want to be a timber horse.” 

On that March morning, Schoodic 
showed he didn’t want to be a timber horse. 
On the first Saturday in May, he proved he 
didn’t need to be a timber horse, rallying to 
win the Grade 2 David Semmes Memorial 
over Charminster (Ire) and Simenon (Ire). 
Ridden by Paddy Young for owner/breed¬ 
er Edie Dixon, Schoodic earned his fifth 
hurdle stakes win, dating back to a 3-year- 
old win in 2013. 

Young picked up his fourth win aboard 
Schoodic and first win of the 2017 season 
(he added a second win at Winterthur the 
following day). 

“He obviously likes the soft ground, 
in fairness he’s probably as classy as any 
horse in the race on his best day, he has the 
odd bad day for whatever reason,” Young 


said. “He hit a bit of a flat spot, once he 
got around the bend and winged the sec- 
ond-to-last, he jumped the last and got the 
split between the two, that gave him some 
heart. I thought he was going to always put 
his head down and win from there.” 


Since losing five flat starts for Michael 
Matz, Schoodic has earned at least $30,000 
in each of his five seasons of jump rac¬ 
ing. The son of Tiznow and the Hennessy 
mare Aunt Henny (who won a Grade 3 on 
the flat for Dixon and Matz) has earned 
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Steeplechase 


$263,301 over hurdles after barely clearing 
$6,000 on the flat. 

GOLD CUP ROUNDUP 

The eight-race mixed card (hurdle, tim¬ 
ber, flat) at Great Meadow again included 
pari-mutuel wagering and stakes in all three 
disciplines. Dapper Dan, bred in Virginia 
by Bert Firestone, won a $40,000 maid¬ 
en hurdle for Donna Rogers and trainer 
Neil Morris. West Virginia-bred Gusto At 
Dawn upset the $40,000 steeplethon over 
the cross-country course for owner/train- 
er/jockey Ben Swope. Bred by George 
Conaway Jr., the son of Buckle Down 
Ben won three times at Mountaineer and 
Charles Town for Conaway before switch¬ 
ing careers. First-year hurdler My Afleet 
made it 2-for-2 with a $45,000 allowance 
hurdle win for owner s/breeders Jeffrey 
Amling and Charlie NoelTs Merriefield 
Farm. Trained by Mark Beecher, the win¬ 
ner scored three times on the flat (includ¬ 
ing the 2014 Dueling Grounds Derby). He 
followed up the allowance win by finishing 
second in a novice stakes at the Iroquois. 

On the flat, Merriebelle Stable and 
trainer Elizabeth Voss went 1-2 in the 
$50,000 Secretariat Stakes as Renown (GB) 
outran Mr. Singh (GB) by 3A lengths. 
Renown won three of four in 2016, includ¬ 
ing the Laurel Turf Cup and the Sycamore 
Stakes-G3 at Keeneland. Hooping finally 
got his picture taken in the $35,000 Vir¬ 
ginia-bred/ sired flat race for owner Debra 
Kachel and trainer Ricky Hendriks. The 
7-year-old had been second four consecu¬ 
tive races over the course. Bred by Hickory 
Tree Stable, Hooping has won five races 
(four flat, one jump) since joining the 
Hendriks barn. ■ 


Gusto At Dawn (center) jumps behing a crowd early in the Steeplethon. 


Schoodic (left) shadows Charminster (right) in the David Semmes Memorial. 



Unsinkable leads a crowd (including another gray and Virginia-bred Dapper Dan (left) battles Iconic Artist 

eventual winner My Afleet) in the allowance hurdle. (right) and Hooded in the maiden hurdle. 
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The Big Hurt 

Horses do their parts to ease pain 
after injury to champion jockey Young 


BY JOE AND SEAN CLANCY 


S ometimes, the horses just know. 
They must. Paddy Young, a five- 
time champion jockey closing in on 
his 200th American win (a figure reached 
by just nine people) and the dean of the 
colony, went down with a head injury at the 
Radnor Hunt Races May 20—shocking his 
wife and children, fellow jockeys, racegoers 
and the sport. 

Young will likely never ride another race. 
In early June, he was still at Pennsylvania’s 
Paoli Hospital though showing signs of 
progress from the fractured skull and bro¬ 
ken neck suffered when Kings Apollo 
(GB) fell in the timber race. Young was in 
intensive care, listed as critical but stable at 
first. Doctors removed part of his skull to 
relieve pressure and clean blood and fluid 
from his brain. He was sedated for days, 
with a breathing tube, but could move 
his arms and legs and respond to some 
commands. He battled pneumonia and 
an infection early on, but by June 6, he 
was mostly off the sedatives and improv¬ 
ing and soon moved to a more traditional 
hospital room. Eventually, Bryn Mawr 
Rehabilitation Hospital. 

“When you walk in, it’s a shock, it’s like 
he’s on life support but it’s just because 
of the sedation, they’ll turn it down, do 
some stimulation tests, say ‘OK great,’ and 
then put him back on it. The doctors are 
hopeful for a full recovery but it’s going to 
take some time. The doctors said boring 
is good,” Leslie said early in the process. 
“With the skull, it will be three or four 
months of wearing headgear before they 
put it back on. When people have this kind 
of injury, they don’t remember. People like 
Paddy come out fighting.” 

A gofundme.com page to benefit the 
Youngs quickly raised more than $100,000, 



which—along with other help —floored 
Leslie. 

“Everybody’s been very wonderful,” 
she said. “It’s amazing, really sweet. 
Neighbors have helped, everybody at the 
barn is working hard, some people mowed 
our fields —all the things Paddy used to do 
are still getting done. 

“It’s such a hard pill to swallow and you 
feel helpless, but the doctors are optimistic 
and pleased with how everything is going.” 

The horses, of course, know nothing of 
the injuries and their severity. Or do they? 

Leslie Young hadn’t had a winner all 
spring, until Radnor. Paddy and Mercoeur 
(Fr) won the second, an allowance hurdle. 
Paddy went down in the third with Kings 
Apollo and left under immediate and con¬ 
stant medical care in an ambulance. 


With Graham Watters deputizing, 
Jamarjo (Ire) won the fourth—the $50,000 
National Hunt Cup hurdle stakes. One race 
after that, Invocation (Fr) and Watters won 
a handicap hurdle. Those last two would 
have been victories 199 and 200 for Paddy 
Young. 

“He would always look at the jockeys’ 
list and say, ‘I want to get to 200 winners,’ ” 
Leslie said. “That’s just Paddy. That’s what 
he likes to do.” 

Young, 41, started riding in the United 
States in 2003. He endured a 2-for-48 
season in 2005, but turned that around 
to championships in 2009-11, 2013 and 
2015. In the meantime, he and Leslie built 
a training business for the day the riding 
career would end. 

“He always says he just wants to do his 
barn and be with his children [Tom is 18, 
Rory is 9 and Saoirse is 8]. He’s happy to 
come back and kick the ball with Rory or 
get the ponies out,” said Leslie. “Every 
time there’s a party, he says, ‘I’ll stay with 
the kids, you go.’ He always says, ‘I am who 
I am. I’m Paddy,’ that’s all he says. . . He 
always said, ‘The day I go out there fearing 
something is the day I stop.’ ” 

A week after the injury, another Young 
runner-For Goodness Sake (Ire)-won 
the $50,000 Iris Coggins Memorial hur¬ 
dle stakes at Fair Hill with jockey Willie 
McCarthy doing his best to ride like Paddy. 
The 5-year-old mare upset heavy favorites 
One Lucky Lady (GB) and Sarah Joyce 
(Ire) after finishing behind them at the 
Iroquois May 13. 

At Fair Hill, tributes to Paddy flowed 
like water in the nearby Big Elk Creek. 

There were announcements, interview 
questions and answers, a big poster full of 
signatures, that rapidly growing Go Fund 
Me page and plenty of thoughts from all 
corners of the sport. 

“It’s just emotional galloping out there, 
after doing it. Nobody can do it like Paddy 
can do it, but I tried to put it together 
today because I know it’s his horse, he 
was with me,” McCarthy said. “Hopefully, 
he can understand that this is happening 
today and hopefully he can get some kind 
of lift from it. I’m worried about him, 
everybody’s worried about him, he’s a great 
man, at the top of this sport, I just want to 
dedicate it all to him, I don’t want to talk 
about Willie McCarthy today. I want to talk 
about Paddy Young.” 

He wasn’t alone. 
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DOC CEBU CONTINUES CLIMB 

The Willowdale Steeplechase celebrated 
its 25th anniversary in style, by offering a 
$100,000 bonus connecting the Pennsyl¬ 
vania meet to the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup 
timber stakes in November. At Willowdale, 
May 14, Doc Cebu took his first step 
toward the big payday with a 9-length win 
over Grand Manan in the $35,000 timber 
stakes for Charlie Fenwick Jr., Jack Fisher 
and jockey Hadden Frost. 

Frost put the 7-year-old in a stalking 
spot behind early leader Grand Manan and 
well in front of the others in a nine-horse 
field, and stayed there. The winner drew 
closer down the hill to the stretch, matched 
strides coming to the last and drew off. 
The son of Hard Spun won for the fourth 
time in five steeplechase starts—two over 
hurdles and three over timber-since being 
purchased from flat trainer Kieron Magee. 

Bred in Kentucky by Graceville Breed¬ 
ing, Doc Cebu has made plenty of stops. 

In 2012, he cost Eric Fein $260,000 as a 
2-year-old (Fasig-Tipton Midlantic). 

In 2013, he made 10 starts for train¬ 
ers Michele Nevin and Todd Pletcher in 
Florida, New York and Delaware—with 
one win—before getting claimed by David 
Jacobson for $12,500 in December. 

The next year, Doc Cebu made four 
starts for Jacobson and got claimed by 
Magee ($7,500) at Laurel Park in March. 
For Magee, the bay won his first start 
for a $12,000 tag at Pimlico in May, was 
gelded somewhere along the way, and 
was claimed out of a win for $5,000 by 
Annette Eubanks in October. Another 
claim ($6,250) came in November by 
Henry Worcester IV, but Doc Cebu didn’t 
run again until the following June. 

Magee re-claimed the horse ($5,000) 
in July 2015, and Doc Cebu rewarded 
that faith with a win, three seconds and 
a third in his next six starts. Magee sends 
layups to Maryland steeplechase horseman 
Bruce Fenwick, Charlie’s Brother. They 
liked what they saw from Doc Cebu and 
another Magee horse, Phineus (Arg), when 
they arrived in November 2015. 

The horses weren’t at Belmont Farm to 
be sold, but that’s what happened. Charlie 
spent $12,000 for the two horses. 

“Charlie went the slow route,” said 
Bruce. “There were things that went wrong 
along the way, but that happens. Doc Cebu 
went to a horse show and won his class; I 
don’t think it was much of a show, but he 



Doc Cebu flashes his jumping form at Willowdale, which qualified him for a 
$100,000 bonus if he can add the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup this fall. 


did it. It’s not where they come from, it’s 
what you put into them and he put a lot of 
miles and time into them.” 

Doc Cebu and Phineus went to a sale 
of steeplechase prospects in April 2016, 
but didn’t receive a bid. Phineus wound up 
a giveaway, but Doc Cebu made his hurdle 
debut last fall-winning a maiden claimer 
in October and adding a handicap hurdle 
the next month. Doc Cebu added another 
chapter to this book by switching to timber 
for 2017. He won at My Lady’s Manor, 
finished second at the Queen’s Cup and 
then became a stakes winner at Willowdale. 
He’s won four races and earned $54,600 in 
seven months of racing, and 19 months 
since his final flat start. 

The Pennsylvania Hunt Cup offers the 
challenge of 4 miles, bigger fences and 
surely more accomplished opponents. Doc 
Cebu has answered every call so far and 
will get his chance. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

■ Another former Magee horse, Mystic 
Strike, upset the Radnor Hunt Cup timber 
stakes May 20 after the disqualification of 
Virginia Gold Cup winner Ebanour (Ire) 
for interference at the last fence. Ebanour 
won the race to the wire by a nose, but 
was demoted to second by the stewards. 
Mystic Strike, whose flat career ended 
with a win in a $5,000 claimer at Charles 
Town in December 2014, collected his 
third timber win in as many tries for owner 
Upland Partners after a maiden-breaker 
last year and an allowance win at the Grand 


National in April. Ricky Hendriks was the 
trainer of record at Radnor, subbing for 
the suspended Todd McKenna. Mystic 
Strike was an expensive RNA ($280,000 at 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga as a yearling in 2010) 
and the son of Smart Strike won four times 
on the flat-the first two for breeder Vegso 
Racing Stable and trainer Phil Gleaves. 
The now 8-year-old bounced around vari¬ 
ous barns—Jacobson, Linda Gaudet, Dane 
Kobiskie and Magee—before being pur¬ 
chased by McKenna. 

■ At Fair Hill, the spring season finale 
May 27, trainer Elizabeth Voss and jockey 
Jack Doyle teamed up for four wins—two 
over hurdles and two more in training flat 
races. The streak included the day’s first 
three races and also showcased a solid 
Saratoga allowance contender in maiden 
hurdle winner No Wunder (GB). Owned 
by Bob Kinsley, the Rock of Gibralter 
(Ire) gelding won twice on the flat last year 
and gradually stepped up as a jumper this 
spring. He was too strong at Middleburg in 
April and faded to sixth, and was third at 
the Iroquois in a far more polished effort. 

Doyle got off that day and said, “This 
horse will not get beaten wherever he goes 
next.” The jockey was right as No Wunder 
scored by 2% lengths over Hooded with 
Other Cheek third. 

No Wunder made Doyle look smart, 
and further flattered the strong-every-year 
Iroquois maiden race, won by Kremlin two 
weeks earlier. Iroquois runner-up Dark 
Gemini (Ire) also won at Fair Hill, for 
Serendipity Stables and Jack Fisher. Like 
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The eventual winner by disqualification, Mystic Strike (right) rallies against Ebanour at Radnor. 



Classy maiden hurdler No Wunder (left) was one of four wins 
on the Fair Hill Races card for trainer Elizabeth Voss. 


On the strength of Scorpiancer (Ire) 
and some others, Bruton Street-US led 
owners with $275,400 after six wins from 
just 15 starts. Multiple champion Irv 
Naylor was second with $268,700 off eight 
wins from 49 starts. The disqualification of 
Ebanour (Ire) at Radnor cost Naylor the 
lead. Gill Johnston was third with $112,600 
while Wendy Hendriks gets credit for the 
best season-four wins from four starts for 
$111,000. Surprising Soul and Any Given 
Royal provided the quick start. 

Ten-time champion Jack Fisher built a 
big lead among the trainers with 14 wins 
and $633,300. The earnings figure put him 
on pace to pass the million-dollar mark for 
the fourth time (Fisher’s $1,156,907 is the 
record). Hall of Famer Jonathan Sheppard 
was second with eight wins and $199,050. 
Like his mother, Ricky Hendriks got off to 
a strong start to the season with seven wins 
from 23 starts to take the third spot. 

The jockeys’ race was in flux thanks 
to two key injuries. Last year’s champion 
Kieran Norris won eight races to take 
the early lead, but was injured at Radnor 
in mid-May and will miss the rest of 
2017. Five-time champion Paddy Young 
had won three races (from just 17 rides) 
before suffering a head injury at Radnor 
to end his season and probably his career. 
Four active jockeys won seven races in 
the spring-Sean McDermott, Jack Doyle, 
2012 champion Ross Geraghty and Darren 
Nagle-to take the top spot on the active 
list. Willie McCarthy, champion in 2014, 
was just behind with six. 

SUMMER SLATE 


Doyle with No Wunder, jockey Willie 
McCarthy was impressed with his horse. 

“I haven’t been that excited about a 
young horse for a long time,” he said of 
the 4-year-old, whose final time for 2% 
miles (4:20) was 11.6 seconds faster than 
No Wunder’s. 

Pennsylvania-bred veteran All the Way 
Jose won for the first time since 2014 
for Buttonwood Farm, Jonathan Sheppard 
and apprentice Keri Brion. Wearing blink¬ 
ers for the first time in a race, the 7-year- 
old son of Senor Swinger and Sheppard 
homebred Maternity Leave roared past 
rapid early leader Balance the Budget to 
win a handicap hurdle by 15 lengths. All 
the Way Jose was the top novice hurdler 
of 2014, tried Grade 1 company in 2015, 
underwent wind surgery and worked his 


way into winning form with a third at 
Tryon and a second at the Iroquois leading 
up to Fair Hill. Brion, Sheppard’s assistant 
trainer and the wife of Penn National- 
based jockey Andrew Wolfsont, won her 
third jump race of the year. 

‘At Nashville I didn’t feel like I could 
kick on by myself because he was so leery, 
that’s why we added the blinkers,” Brion 
said. “Here he sailed every fence, I was 
like, ‘There might be one more stride...’ I 
rode him a little more confidenfiy, if it was 
chancy at Nashville, I would just sit there, 
where today, I was like ‘Go on with it.’ ” 

LEADERB0ARD LOOK 

Through the spring season, the National 
Steeplechase Association standings have a 
fairly fa mili ar look. 


Parx Racing scheduled steeplechase 
races July 9 and 11 as the only lead-in to 
racing at Saratoga Race Course in New 
York. That schedule called for 10 races on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays (except Aug. 10 
and 17) during the six-week racing season. 
Highlights include the A.P Smithwick-Gl 
July 27 and the New York Turf Writers 
Cup-Gl Aug. 24. New York extends its 
summer commitment to Belmont Park 
with the Bill Entenmann novice stakes and 
Grade 1 Lonesome Glory Sept. 21. 

The fall race-meet season starts two 
days after Belmont at Shawan Downs and 
will run through just Nov. 12 with the can¬ 
celation of the season-ending Colonial Cup 
in November. Headliners include the Far 
Hills Races Oct. 21 and the International 
Gold Cup a week later. Charleston wraps 
up the season in South Carolina. ■ 
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STALLION NEWS 


by Cindy Deubler 


Freshman sire El Padrino 
gets first winner at DelPark 


T he first runner for North- 
view PA’s freshman sire El 
Padrino is also the popular 
chestnut stallion’s first winner. 

Whereshetoldmetogo, a 
Maryland-bred colt owned 
by Black Cloud Racing and 
trained by Anthony Pecoraro, 
was left at the break in the 
5-furlong maiden race for 
2-year-olds at Delaware Park 
June 8, trailed into the stretch, 
then mowed down his five 
rivals to win going away by 2Vi 
lengths. The longest shot on 
the board and one of only two 
first-time starters in the field, 
Whereshetoldmetogo paid 
$27.40 to win. 

A March 22 foal, Whereshe¬ 
toldmetogo was bred by 


Northview Stallion Station’s 
general manager and director 
of sales David Wade. Out of 
Wade’s winning homebred 
mare Undisputed Legend (by 
Domestic Dispute), the chest¬ 
nut colt is his dam’s fourth win¬ 
ner from as many foals of rac¬ 
ing age. Wade sold the colt 
through the Northview Stallion 
Station consignment for $7,000 
at the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 
Fall Yearling sale, with Black 
Cloud Racing making the pur¬ 
chase. 

El Padrino entered stud at 
Northview’s farm in Peach 
Bottom, Pa., in 2014 and cov¬ 
ered 89 mares his first season, 
the second most of any stallion 
in the region, behind only 


established sire Any Given 
Saturday. He covered 109 
mares the next year to top the 
region. 

He has 53 2-year-olds in his 
first crop. 

A Grade 2 winner of 
$326,770 who contested the 
Kentucky Derby-Gl, El Padri¬ 
no is an 8-year-old son of sire 
of sires Pulpit and the first foal 
for the Giant’s Causeway mare 
Enchanted Rock. The flashy 
chestnut is a year-older half- 
brother to multiple Grade 1 
winner Verrazano, an earner of 
$1,878,013 who won two 
$1 million stakes-the Wood 
Memorial and Haskell Invita¬ 
tional. The third foal out of 
Enchanted Rock is the multiple 
stakes-placed mare La Madrina. 

El Padrino won three times, 
with two seconds and a third, 
in eight starts with trainer Todd 
Pletcher. He broke his maiden 


in New York in his second start 
at 2 by nearly 13 lengths and 
was stakes-placed next out 
when third in the lVs-mile 
Remsen Stakes-G2. In his first 
two starts at 3 he won an allow¬ 
ance at Gulfstream Park and 
captured the lVb-mile Risen 
Star Stakes-G2 at Fair Grounds. 

El Padrino descends from a 
long line of Grade 1 winners, 
which include his second and 
third dams, Chic Shirine (by 
Mr. Prospector) and Too Chic 
(by Blushing Groom-Fr), 
respectively. Found in the 
immediate family are Chic 
Shirine’s full-sister, champion 
handicap mare and three-time 
Grade 1 winner Queena, as 
well as Grade 1 winners Somali 
Lemonade, Brahms, Harmon¬ 
ize and Serra Lake. 

El Padrino stood the 2017 
season for $5,000 live foal as 
the property of a syndicate. 


O’Sullivan to stand Tapit’s 
three-quarter brother Aldrin 


A ldrin, a winning son of 
champion sire Malibu 
Moon, will become 
Tapit’s only brother to stand 
at stud when he enters his 
first season in 2018 at the 
Funkhouser family’s O’Sullivan 
Farms in Charles Town, WVa. 
The 5-year-old chestnut colt 
has been retired, and the farm 
is offering a limited number 
of lifetime breeding rights. His 
stud fee is to be determined. 

Aldrin is a three-quarter 
brother to Tapit. Both are out 
of the stakes-winning Unbrid¬ 
led mare Tap Your Heels by 
sons of A.P Indy, Tapit being a 
son of Pulpit. 

Tapit was the first foal pro¬ 
duced by Tap Your Heels and 
retired to stud after two sea¬ 


sons at the track in which he 
won the Wood Memorial-Gl 
and Laurel Futurity-G3 in six 
starts, earning $557,300. He 
has since become one of the 
most dominant stallions in the 
world, leading the North 
American sires lists from 2014- 
lb and siring 22 Grade 1 win¬ 
ners, including three of the last 
four Belmont Stakes-Gl win¬ 
ners (Tapwrit, Creator and 
Tonalist, with his Grade 1-win¬ 
ning son Frosted finishing sec¬ 
ond the other year) as well as 
such champions as Untapable, 
Stardom Bound and Hansen. 

Aldrin, Tap Your Heels’ 
ninth named foal, was the most 
expensive of her offspring to 
go through the auction ring. 
Described by John Funkhouser 



as “a good-sized horse, who is 
very correct,” Aldrin was the 
top price at the 2014 Keeneland 
April 2-year-olds in training 
sale, bringing a final bid of $1 
million. His pedigree was 
accentuated by a work of 9.80 
seconds for an eighth-mile over 
the Keeneland track. 

While in training with Chad 
Brown, Aldrin broke his maid¬ 
en at lVi6 miles on turf at 


Tampa Bay in 2016. Another 
winner out of Tap Your Heels 
is stakes-placed Overanda- 
beauty, dam of stakes winner 
Noble and a Beauty. Aldrin’s 
three-quarter sister Home 
From Oz is the dam of million¬ 
aire and West Virginia 
Derby-G2 and Peter Pan 
Stakes-G2 winner Madefrom- 
lucky. 

Aldrin’s first four dams each 
produced extremely influential 
sires: Tap Your Heels (dam of 
Tapit); Ruby Slippers (dam of 
champion sprinter Rubiano); 
Moon Glitter (dam of Glitter- 
man); and Foggy Note, dam of 
Relaunch, sire of 88 stakes win¬ 
ners and a sire of sires such as 
Cee’s Tizzy (sire of Tiznow) 
and Waquoit. Belmont Stakes 
winner and champion 3-year- 
old Summer Bird is a grandson 
of Tap Your Heels’ half-sister 
Hong Kong Jade. 
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STALLION RANKINGS 


Mid-Atlantic region leading sires in 2017 


Top 65 stallions who currently stand or concluded their careers in Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia. 
These statistics were supplied by The Jockey Club Information Systems inc. (TJCIS). Exact date is at the discretion of TJCIS. fDenotes freshman sire. 

The following statistics, compiled on June 2, reflect 2017 earnings for all countries in the Northern and Southern Hemisphere reported to TJCIS. 


Races %Wnrs./ AvgJ Stakes 




Foals 

Runners 

Starts 

Winners 

Won 

Leading Earner 

Earnings 

Runners 

Runner 

Winners 

1 . 

Jump Start (Pa) 

1,298 

124 

451 

46 

61 

Prayer for Relief ($250,000) 

2,181,950 

37 

17,596 

1 

2. 

Rockport Harbor (deceased) 

470 

97 

372 

33 

52 

Weast Hill ($117,400) 

1,064,733 

34 

10,977 

3 

3. 

Friesan Fire (Md) 

138 

67 

259 

32 

45 

Love On Fire ($130,680) 

1,053,281 

48 

15,721 

0 

4. 

Not For Love (deceased) 

973 

66 

241 

25 

33 

Stolen Love ($80,460) 

826,381 

38 

12,521 

0 

5. 

Great Notion (Md) 

274 

53 

167 

19 

25 

Le Weekend ($64,419) 

806,081 

36 

15,209 

0 

6. 

Silver Train (deceased) 

520 

78 

309 

22 

29 

Yeah Rocky ($96,068) 

786,523 

28 

10,084 

1 

7. 

Windsor Castle (WV) 

315 

68 

296 

39 

54 

Royal Blue ($39,050) 

766,975 

57 

11,279 

0 

8. 

Limehouse (WV) 

413 

64 

246 

26 

40 

Recount ($116,110) 

765,581 

41 

11,962 

1 

9. 

Lord Shanakill (Pa) 

154 

57 

178 

12 

14 

Dark Kingdom ($320,013) 

578,306 

21 

10,146 

1 

10. 

Orientate (Md) 

807 

53 

185 

16 

26 

Into the East ($78,183) 

565,615 

30 

10,672 

0 

11. 

Street Magician (Md) 

97 

38 

139 

14 

20 

My Magician ($68,061) 

523,293 

37 

13,771 

0 

12. 

Fiber Sonde (WV) 

166 

36 

130 

20 

31 

Moonlit Song ($94,360) 

511,856 

56 

14,218 

2 

13. 

Petionville (Md) 

727 

41 

157 

13 

17 

Heatherly ($84,950) 

499,553 

32 

12,184 

0 

14. 

Charitable Man (deceased) 

137 

57 

209 

22 

27 

Fancy and Fast ($32,040) 

476,900 

39 

8,367 

0 

15. 

Fairbanks (Pa) 

219 

56 

181 

16 

19 

Cant Stop the Rain ($37,962) 

456,374 

29 

8,150 

0 

16. 

Weigelia (Pa) 

84 

22 

78 

12 

13 

Storm Advisory ($80,123) 

430,789 

55 

19,581 

1 

17. 

Talent Search (Pa) 

125 

38 

145 

15 

21 

Talentedloveaffair ($47,394) 

404,518 

39 

10,645 

0 

18. 

Louis Quatorze (deceased) 

982 

29 

103 

10 

16 

Schlosser ($47,375) 

389,957 

34 

13,447 

0 

19. 

Lion Hearted (deceased) 

615 

45 

142 

16 

24 

Meemaw’s Heart ($43,455) 

337,228 

36 

7,494 

0 

20. 

Rock Slide (pensioned) 

277 

25 

86 

8 

11 

Nicaradalic Rocks ($55,498) 

316,940 

32 

12,678 

1 

21. 

Corinthian (Pa) 

505 

46 

179 

17 

24 

Financial Freedom ($35,386) 

304,356 

37 

6,616 

0 

22. 

Redeemed (Md) 

57 

14 

64 

6 

7 

Saint Main Event ($78,286) 

291,072 

43 

20,791 

0 

23. 

Scipion (Md) 

136 

29 

113 

8 

11 

Whiskey Sour ($34,220) 

272,588 

28 

9,400 

0 

24. 

Bullsbay (Pa) 

54 

23 

71 

11 

12 

Bullheaded Boy ($44,610) 

272,186 

48 

11,834 

0 

25. 

Outflanker (Md) 

544 

21 

80 

7 

8 

Pinkout ($54,770) 

272,169 

33 

12,960 

0 

26. 

Cal Nation (Pa) 

31 

11 

49 

4 

8 

Faze the Nation ($106,296) 

263,797 

36 

23,982 

0 

27. 

Denis of Cork (WV) 

116 

33 

144 

14 

18 

Southern n’ Sassy ($29,720) 

257,113 

42 

7,791 

0 

28. 

Bop (deceased) 

192 

35 

115 

9 

12 

Run Banner ($33,040) 

214,336 

26 

6,124 

0 

29. 

Got the Last Laugh (Pa) 

48 

14 

50 

5 

8 

Dixie’s Last Laugh ($46,186) 

188,109 

36 

13,436 

0 

30. 

Love of Money (deceased) 

124 

16 

48 

7 

9 

Money for Maria ($43,450) 

187,012 

44 

11,688 

0 

31. 

Swiss Yodeler (WV) 

769 

37 

119 

10 

12 

Nebikon ($27,320) 

184,111 

27 

4,976 

0 

32. 

Albert the Great (pensioned) 

387 

23 

99 

6 

9 

Ginner ($39,680) 

183,664 

26 

7,985 

0 

33. 

City Sharpster (Pa) 

63 

13 

48 

3 

7 

Diadema ($53,797) 

171,386 

23 

13,184 

0 

34. 

Medallist (Pa) 

194 

21 

89 

5 

7 

Jarvis Steel ($28,665) 

170,185 

24 

8,104 

0 

35. 

Hey Chub (NJ) 

31 

17 

47 

7 

7 

Chubble Maker ($30,720) 

164,993 

41 

9,705 

0 

36. 

Rimrod (Pa) 

104 

20 

67 

4 

4 

Checkbouncin Billy ($45,020) 

162,755 

20 

8,138 

0 

37. 

Defrere (pensioned) 

590 

14 

39 

5 

5 

J R’s Rhythm ($39,320) 

150,697 

36 

10,764 

0 

38. 

Peak Dancer (deceased) 

91 

21 

80 

10 

13 

Sweet Lady Sue ($27,940) 

150,369 

48 

7,160 

0 

39. 

Cuba (Md) 

13 

4 

18 

1 

3 

Laki ($113,655) 

134,942 

25 

33,736 

1 

40. 

Friend Or Foe (VA) 

7 

3 

9 

2 

3 

On the Fringe ($58,640) 

125,240 

67 

41,747 

0 

41. 

Reflect Times (Jpn) (Pa) 

24 

5 

23 

3 

5 

Hopeful Times ($60,870) 

111,927 

60 

22,385 

0 

42. 

Power by Far (Pa) 

111 

4 

17 

1 

1 

Power of Snunner ($76,500) 

108,161 

25 

27,040 

0 

43. 

Don Six (NJ) 

81 

10 

30 

4 

7 

Secret Six ($29,650) 

108,047 

40 

10,805 

0 

44. 

Stonecoldbroke (Pa) 

50 

5 

25 

3 

4 

Portent ($46,070) 

107,142 

60 

21,428 

0 

45. 

Officer Rocket (GB) (WV) 

20 

15 

65 

6 

6 

Rocket Thunder ($23,540) 

105,669 

40 

7,045 

0 

46. 

Uptowncharlybrown (Pa) 

15 

5 

14 

1 

3 

Midtowncharlybrown ($75,240) 

103,923 

20 

20,785 

0 

47. 

Andiron (Pa) 

43 

10 

52 

3 

3 

Andy’s Love ($28,002) 

100,619 

30 

10,062 

0 

48. 

Luftikus (WV) 

287 

15 

58 

5 

6 

Lucky Candy ($33,182) 

96,775 

33 

6,452 

0 

49. 

Two Punch (deceased) 

1,104 

10 

41 

4 

4 

Minor Legend ($25,341) 

95,814 

40 

9,581 

0 

50. 

Mad Flatter (deceased) 

30 

7 

31 

4 

4 

Windcries ($33,477) 

95,510 

57 

13,644 

0 

51. 

Etched (Md) 

38 

11 

38 

3 

3 

My Sistersledge ($30,015) 

95,458 

27 

8,678 

0 

52. 

Rebellion (GB) (VA) 

42 

14 

29 

3 

3 

Blurricane ($54,697) 

94,075 

21 

6,720 

2 

53. 

Partner’s Hero (Pa) 

455 

11 

33 

2 

3 

Zipper’s Hero ($33,028) 

92,692 

18 

8,427 

0 

54. 

Garnered (WV) 

100 

6 

17 

4 

5 

Mean Bean ($32,640) 

87,212 

67 

14,535 

0 

55. 

Hunt Crossing (WV) 

90 

18 

58 

3 

3 

Good Sport ($24,504) 

80,366 

17 

4,465 

0 

56. 

Real Quiet (deceased) 

625 

10 

29 

3 

4 

Sarah’s Whisper ($34,524) 

79,594 

30 

7,959 

0 

57. 

Baltimore Bob (Md) 

13 

3 

13 

1 

1 

Baltimore Street ($42,799) 

79,076 

33 

26,359 

0 

58. 

Showing Up (pensioned) 

121 

8 

29 

3 

8 

Being There ($52,914) 

77,786 

38 

9,723 

0 

59. 

Lite the Fuse (pensioned) 

549 

12 

33 

3 

3 

Kazzie Cottonwood ($25,136) 

73,648 

25 

6,137 

0 

60. 

Cherokee’s Boy (Md) 

102 

14 

55 

3 

4 

Dr Bolt ($25,275) 

72,340 

21 

5,167 

1 

61. 

During (WV) 

203 

16 

44 

5 

6 

Minnie Ball ($15,936) 

70,656 

31 

4,416 

0 

62. 

Siente El Trueno (WV) 

11 

4 

19 

3 

3 

Siente El Viento ($32,945) 

70,535 

75 

17,634 

0 

63. 

It’s a Bird (Pa) 

14 

4 

19 

1 

2 

Nancy Pants ($50,334) 

69,376 

25 

17,344 

0 

64. 

Reparations (WV) 

145 

9 

39 

5 

5 

Roche ($21,026) 

68,933 

56 

7,659 

0 

65. 

Go for Gin (pensioned) 

401 

6 

17 

2 

2 

Shaunna Alexandra ($38,022) 

67,604 

33 

11,267 

0 
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Mid-Atlantic-bred stakes winners 

MD-bred: EVERYTHING LOVELY. NJ-bred: IRISH STRAIT, RAINBOW HEIR. PA-bred: FIRSTHAND REPORT, GRAND PRIX, 
ILLUMINANT, THE CRITICAL WAY, TROOPER JOHN. VA-bred: STELLAR WIND. WV-bred: MOONLIT SONG. 


Maryland-bred 


EVERYTHING LOVELY 



starts 

1st 

2nd 

14 

2 

1 

0 

15 

7 

1 

0 

16 

4 

2 

0 

17 (sw) 

4 

J (1) 

0 


17 

5 (1) 

0 


3rd earnings 

0 $ 20,400 

2 47,360 

1 86,458 

2 (1) 81,920 

5 (1) $236,138 (through May 27) 


The Very One Stakes 

$100,000-guaranteed, 5 fur., turf, fillies and mares, 3 & up. Pimlico, May 20. 


Mr. Prospector 

Carson City 

Blushing Promise 

Pollard’s Vision 

Dixieland Band 

Etats Unis 

Hometown Queen 

Everything Lovely, ch.m., 2012 

Cherokee Run 

During 

Blading Saddle 

Desiderata 

Allen’s Prospect 

Almost Paradise 

Muffies Muffin 


Raise a Native 
Gold Digger 
Blushing Groom (Fr) 
Summertime Promise 
Northern Dancer 
Mississippi Mud 
Pleasant Colony 
Nijinsky Star 
Runaway Groom 
Cherokee Dame 
Blade 
Marlodge 
Mr. Prospector 
Change Water 
Lord Gaylord 
Run Columbia 



starts 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

earnings 

14 

4 

1 

2 

1 (1) 

$ 54,200 

15 

7 

3 

1 (1) 

1 

100,050 

16 

7 

1 

2 (2) 

2 (2) 

83,286 

17 (sw) 

3 

J. (1) 

_2 (1) 

0 

96,000 


21 

6 (1) 

7 (4) 

4 (3) 

$333,536 


2014: 3rd Maryland Juvenile Filly Championship S. 2015: 2nd Jameela S. 2016: 2nd Turf 
Amazon S, Jameela S; 3rd Lightning City S, Honey Bee S. 2017: 1st $100,000 The Very One S, 

5 fur., turf, fillies and mares, 3 & up, Pimlico, May 20; 2nd Ladies’ Turf Sprint S. 

Bred by Mr. and Mrs. Charles McGinnes (Md.); owned by Pewter Stable and Armand A. Dela- 
perriere; trained by Kathleen A. DeMasi. 

Sire: POLLARD’S VISION, dk.b./br., 01, stands at Mighty Acres, Pryor, Okla. 

Dam: DESIDERATA, b., 03, bred by Mr. and Mrs. Charles McGinnes (Md.). Raced 1 year, 9 starts, 
1 win at 3, $21,260. 

11 Giddy, ch.f. by Northern Afleet. Raced 3 years, 10 starts, 2 wins at 4, $24,902. (FTM Oct 
12 —$ 22 , 000 ) 

12 EVERYTHING LOVELY, ch.f. by Pollard’s Vision. (FM Sept 13—$30,000; FTM May 14— 
$70,000) 

13 Yamang Sidae, b.c. by Big Brown. Unraced. (FM Sept 14—$23,000) 

14 Many Blessings, b.f. by Caleb’s Posse. Unraced. (FTM Oct 15—$15,000 

15 Barren. 

16 Come Sundown, b.c. by Great Notion 

17 c. by Bandbox. 


New Jersey-bred 


IRISH STRAIT 


2017: 1 st $100,000 Red Bank S-G3, 1 mi., turf, 3 & up, Monmouth, May 27; 3rd Tampa Bay S-G3. 

Bred and owned by Isabelle de Tomaso (N.J.); trained by H. Graham Motion. 

Sire: ENGLISH CHANNEL, ch., 02, stands at Calumet Farm, Lexington, Ky. 

Dam: IRISH SOVEREIGN, ch., 00, bred by Isabelle de Tomaso (N.J.). Raced 3 years, 13 starts, 3 
wins at 3 and 4, $109,014. 

07 Barren. 

08 Irish Windsong, b.g. by Oratory. Raced 1 year, 5 starts, 1 win at 3, $36,000. 

09 Barren. 

10 Irish Politics, b.g. by Political Force. Raced 2 years, 6 starts, 1 win at 2, $47,250,3rd Jersey 
Juvenile S. 

11 Irish Score, ch.f. by Even the Score. Raced 2 years, 9 starts, 2 wins at 2 and 3, $110,090. 

12 IRISH STRAIT, ch.g. by English Channel. 

13 Irish Defence, dk.b./br.f. by First Defence. Raced 2 years, 4 starts, 2 wins at 3, $66,390. 

14 IRISH WAR CRY, ch.c. by Curlin. Raced 2 years, 6 starts, 4 wins at 2 and 3, Wood Memorial 
S-G2, Holy Bull S-G2, Marylander S. 

15 Barren. 

16 b.f. by Lookin At Lucky. 

17 f. by Graydar. 


RAINBOW HEIR 


Wolf Hill Stakes 

$60,000-guaranteed, 5 fur. (off turf), 3 & up. Monmouth Park, May 13. 


Forest Wildcat 
Wildcat Heir 

Penniless Heiress 
Rainbow Heir, ch.h., 2010 

Prospectors Gamble 
Rainbow Pride 

Our Lady Tingle 


Storm Cat 
Victoria Beauty 
Pentelicus 
Royal Ties 
Crafty Prospector 
Fannie C. 

Pursuit 

Tingle 



starts 

1st 


2nd 


12 

unraced 





13 (sw) 

7 

4 

(1) 

0 


14 (sw) 

5 

3 

(2) 

0 


15 

7 

1 


2 

(1) 

16 (sw) 

4 

2 

(2) 

0 


17 (sw) 

4 

1 

(1) 

1 

(1) 


27 

11 

(6) 

3 

(2) 


Storm Bird 
Terlingua 
Bold Native 
Abifaith 
Fappiano 
Charedi 
Distinctive 
*New Love 
Mr. Prospector 
Real Crafty Lady 
Sunny South 
Garden Fresh 
Never Bend 
Fairway Fun 
Spy Song 
Stone Cold 

3rd earnings 

1 (1) $173,460 

0 147,750 

0 67,500 

2 (2) 113,985 

(1) 82,710 

4 (4) $585,405 (through June 3) 


Red Bank Stakes-G3 

$100,000-guaranteed, 1 mi., turf, 3 & up. Monmouth Park, May 27. 



Mr. Prospector 

Smart Strike 

Classy ’n Smart 

English Channel 

Theatrical (Ire) 

Belva 


Committed 

Irish Strait, ch.g., 2012 

Danzig 

Polish Numbers 

Numbered Account 

Irish Sovereign 

Beau Genius 

Irish Genius 

Irish Trip (GB) 


Raise a Native 
Gold Digger 
Smarten 
No Class 
Nureyev 

Tree of Knowledge (Ire) 
Hagley 

Minstinguette 
Northern Dancer 
Pas de Norn 
Buckpasser 
Intriguing 
Bold Ruckus 
Royal Colleen 
Saint Crespin III 
*Tabebuia II 


2013: 1 st $115,000 Jersey Shore S-G3 (includes $15,000 N.J.-bred enhancement), 6 fur., 3-year- 
olds, Monmouth, July 4; 3rd Dave’s Friend S. 2014: 1st $130,000 Teddy Drone S (includes 
$15,000 N.J.-bred enhancement), 6 fur., 3 & up, Monmouth, July 27; $60,000 New Jersey 
Breeders H, 6 fur., registered N.J.-breds, 3 & up, Monmouth, Sept. 6. 2015: 2nd New Jersey 
Breeders H. 2016: 1 st $60,000 Wolf Hill S (plus $13,680 N.J.-bred enhancement), 5V 2 fur. (off turf), 
3 & up, Monmouth, July 10; $75,000 Gin Rummy Champ S, 5 fur., turf, 3 & up, Gulfstream Park 
West, Nov. 26; 3rd Hall of Fame S, Troy S. 2017: 1st $60,000 Wolf Hill S, 5 fur. (off turf), 3 & up, 
Monmouth, May 13; 2nd Gulfstream Park Turf Sprint S; 3rd Pennsylvania Governor’s Cup S. 

Bred and owned by New Farm (N.J.); trained by Jason Servis. 

Sire: WILDCAT HEIR, b„ 00 (deceased). 

Dam: Rainbow Pride, ch., 97, bred by Harvey Liebeskind M.D. and Donald Dreyfuss (Fla.). Raced 4 
years, 14 starts, 2 wins at 2, $75,175,2nd Ruthless S. (Kee Nov 97—$12,000; FTM Oct 98— 
$57,000; FTM Dec 04—$25,000 in foal to Evening Kris) 

03 A Lot of Pride, b.f. by Appealing Skier. Unraced. 

04 Colorful Delight, ch.f. by Defrere. Raced 1 year, 3 starts, 3 wins at 3, $85,500. (FTM Dec 04— 
$25,500) Producer. 

05 Nite Rainbow, b.f. by Evening Kris. Raced 3 years, 20 starts, 3 wins, 3 to 5, $84,530. Producer. 
06 b.f. by Appealing Skier. 
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Stakes winners 


07 Wild Rainbow, b.f. by Wildcat Heir. Raced 5 years, 32 starts, 7 wins, 2 to 5, $285,580. 

08 Wild Rain Cat, b.f. by Forest Wildcat. Raced 2 years, 8 starts, 3 wins at 2 and 3, $41,000. 

09 Barren. 

10 RAINBOW HEIR, ch.c. by Wildcat Heir. 

11 Proud to Be Wild, b.f. by Wildcat Heir. Raced 2 years, 11 starts, 2 wins at 3, $74,770. 

12-13 Barren. 

14 Follow the Rainbow, ch.c. by Henny Hughes. Raced 2 years, 4 starts, 1 win at 2, $48,980, 
3rd Tyro S. 

15 Barren. 


Pennsylvania-bred 


FIRSTHAND REPORT 


Lyphard Stakes 

$100,000-guaranteed, 114 mi., turf, registered Pennsylvania-bred fillies and mares, 
3 & up. Penn National, June 3. 


Kris S. 

Arch 

Aurora 

Blame 

Seeking the Gold 

Liable 

Bound 

Firsthand Report, dk.b./br.f., 2013 

Notebook 

Delaware Township 

Sunny Mimosa 

Kinsey 

Time for a Change 

Raspberry Eggcream 

Vennila Cream 


Roberto 
Sharp Queen 
Danzig 
Althea 

Mr. Prospector 
Con Game 
Nijinsky II 
Special 

Well Decorated 

Mobcap 

Sunny North 

Champagne Shower 

Damascus 

Resolver 

Valid Appeal 

Redundancy 


15 

starts 

unraced 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

earnings 

16 

8 

2 

2 

2 

$116,395 

17(sw) 

3 

_2 (1) 

1 

0 

92,000 


11 

4 (1) 

3 

2 

$208,395 (through June 3) 


2017: 1st $100,000 Lyphard S, 1 Vie mi., turf, registered Pa.-bred fillies and mares, 3 & up, Penn 
National, June 3. 

Bred by Lindsay C.F. Scott and Jane MacElree (Pa.); owned by StarLadies Racing; trained by 
Todd A. Pletcher. 

Sire: BLAME, b., 06, stands at Claiborne Farm, Paris, Ky. 

Dam: Kinsey, ch., 07, bred by Padua Stables (Fla.). Raced 3 years, 15 starts, 5 wins, 2 to 4, 
$134,810, 3rd Sorority S. (Kee Nov 11—$260,000 in foal to Arch; Kee Jan 13—$210,000 
in foal to Blame) 

12 Keep Arch, dk.b./br.c. by Arch. In Russia, raced 3 years, 5 starts, 2 to 4, 0 wins. (Kee Jan 
13—$35,000). 

13 FIRSTHAND REPORT, dk.b./br.f. by Blame. (Kee Sept 14—$310,000) 

14 Barren. 

15 Viking Raider, dk.b./br.c. by Violence. Unraced. (Kee Sept 16—$20,000) 

16 dk.b./br.c. by Street Sense. 

17 c. by Tonalist. 


GRAND PRIX 


New Start Stakes 

$100,000-guaranteed, 6 fur., registered Pennsylvania-bred 3-year-old fillies. 
Penn National, June 3. 


Storm Cat 
Tale of the Cat 
Yarn 

Grand Prix, b.f., 2014 

Lemon Drop Kid 

Be Envied 

While Rome Burns 


Storm Bird 
Terlingua 
Mr. Prospector 
Narrate 
Kingmambo 
Charming Lassie 
Overskate 
Fiddlesticks 


Northern Dancer 
South Ocean 
Secretariat 
Crimson Saint 
Raise a Native 
Gold Digger 
Honest Pleasure 
State 

Mr. Prospector 
Miesque 
Seattle Slew 
Lassie Dear 
Nodouble 
Overstate 
Northern Dancer 
Discipline 



starts 

1st 

2nd 


16 

5 

1 

1 

(1) 

17 (sw) 

5 

J. (1) 

2 



10 

2 (1) 

3 

(1) 


3rd earnings 

2 $ 39,820 

0 77,290 

2 $117,110 (through June 3) 


2016: 2nd China Doll S. 2017: 1st $100,000 New Start S, 6 fur., registered Pa.-bred 3-year-old 
fillies, Penn National, June 3. 

Bred and owned by HnR Nothhaft Horseracing LLC (Pa.); trained by Gary Mandella. 

Sire: TALE OF THE CAT, dk.b./br., 94, stands at Ashford Stud, Versailles, Ky. 

Dam: Be Envied, ch., 02, bred by William S. Farish Jr. (Ky.). Raced 4 years, 17 starts, 3 wins at 
3 and 4, $200,697, 3rd Ontario Matron S, River Memories S. (Kee Nov 11—$37,000 in foal 
to City Zip) 

10 b.c. by War Pass. Unraced. (Kee Sept 11 —$15,000) 

11 Flying Addler, ch.f. by Mineshaft. Unraced. (Kee Sept 12—$7,000) 

12 FINEST CITY, ch.f. by City Zip. Champion female sprinter, raced 3 years, 18 starts, 5 wins, 
3 to 5, $1,232,394, Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare Sprint-GI, Great Lady M S-G2, Santa 
Monica S-G2, 2nd Santa Margarita S-G1, Humana Distaff S-G1, John C. Mabee S-G2, Santa 
Monica S-G2, 3rd Vanity Mile S-G1, Beholder Mile S-G1. (Kee Nov 12—$50,000; Kee Sept 
13—$85,000) 

13 Move, dk.b./br.f. by Silver Train. Raced 3 years, 15 starts, 1 win at 4, $77,825. 

14 GRAND PRIX, b.f. by Tale of the Cat. 

15 ch.c. by Tale of Ekati. 

16 Slipped. 


ILLUMINANT 


Monrovia Stakes-G2 

$200,000-guaranteed, abt. 6 V 2 fur., turf., fillies and mares, 3 & up. 
Santa Anita, May 27. 


Elusive Quality 
Quality Road 

Kobla 

llluminant, dk.b./br.m., 2012 

Polish Numbers 
Sparkling Number 

Sunny Sparkler 


Gone West 
Touch of Greatness 
Strawberry Road (Aus) 
Winglet 


Mr. Prospector 
Secrettame 
Hero’s Honor 
Ivory Wand 
Whiskey Road 
Giftisa (NZ) 
Alydar 

Highest Trump 


Danzig 

Numbered Account 
Sunny Clime 
War Sparkler 


Northern Dancer 
Pas de Norn 
Buckpasser 
Intriguing 
In Reality 
Nilene Wonder 
Fort Salonga 
Blue Sparkler 



Environmentally Sensitive Company 

Horse Manure 
Removal 

Fastrak Express, Inc. 
Hy-Tech Mushroom Compost, Inc. 


,, ^46 • ( 410 ) 658-0520 

rtified Commercial Manure Broker 

www. fas trakexpress. com 
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Stakes winners 


14 

starts 

1 

1 st 

0 

2 nd 

0 

15 

5 

2 

2 

16 (sw) 

5 

2 ( 1 ) 

0 

17 (sw) 

3 

J (2) 

0 


14 

6 (3) 

2 


3rd earnings 

0 $ 250 

0 92,400 

1 (1) 275,000 

_0 168,593 

1 (1) $536,243 (through May 27) 


2016: 1st $300,000 Gamely S-G1, VA mi., turf., fillies and mares, 3 & up, Santa Anita, May 30; 
3rd Jenny Wiley S-G1. 2017: 1st $75,000 Wishing Well S, abt. 6 V 2 fur., turf., fillies and mares, 
4 & up, Santa Anita, March 10; $200,000 Monrovia S-G2, abt. 6 V 2 fur., turf., fillies and mares, 3 
& up, Santa Anita, May 27. 

Bred by Sycamore Hall Farm LLC (Pa.); owned by Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners, Head of 
Plains Partners LLC and SF Racing LLC; trained by Michael W. McCarthy. 

Sire: QUALITY ROAD, b., 06, stands at Lane’s End, Versailles, Ky. 

Dam: SPARKLING NUMBER, dk.b./br., 98, bred by David H. Wade (Md.). Raced 3 years, 14 starts, 
4 wins at 3 and 4, $149,200, Ocean Hotel S, Candy Eclair S, Thomas J. Malley S, 2nd Polly’s 
Jet H, Egret S, 3rd Anderson Fowler S. (FTM Oct 99—$57,000) 

04 Two’s Cozy, gr./ro.f. by Cozzene. Unraced. Dam of TOP STRIKER (9 wins, $341,954, Colonial 
Cup S-G1, David L. Zeke Ferguson Memorial Hurdle S-G2, Carolina Cup Hurdle S, AFLAC 
Supreme Hurdle S, 3rd David Semmes Memorial S-G2, Queen’s Cup MPC Chase Hurdle S). 
06 Dead foal. 

07 Hear Our Prayer, dk.b./br.f. by Songandaprayer. Raced 2 years, 8 starts, 2 wins at 3, $37,750. 
(FM Oct 08—$50,000) 

08 News Update, b.c. by Lemon Drop Kid. Unraced. (Kee Sept 09—$140,000) 

09 More Bling, ch.f. by More Than Ready. Unraced. Producer. 

11 Sparkling Jewel, ch.g. by Lemon Drop Kid. Raced 4 years, 26 starts, 5 wins, 3 to 5, $130,934. 
(FM Oct 12—$36,000) 

12 ILLUMINANT, dk.b./br.f. by Quality Road. (Kee Sept 13—$32,000; OBS March 14—$180,000; 
FTK Nov 16—$900,000) 

13 Jeezum Jim, ch.g. by Fairbanks. Raced 3 years, 14 starts, 4 wins at 2 and 3, $126,780,3rd 
First State Dash S. (FTM Sept 14—$6,000) 

14 Barren. 

15 Elevated Vision, b.f. by Great Notion. Unraced. (FTM Oct 16—$68,000) 


THE CRITICAL WAY 


Danzig Stakes 

$100,000-guaranteed, 6 fur., registered Pennsylvania-bred 3-year-olds. 
Penn National, June 3. 


Tiznow 

Tizway 

Bethany 

The Critical Way, dk.b./br.g., 2014 
Star de Naskra 
Critical Factor 

Stormy Spell 


Cee’s Tizzy 
Cee’s Song 
Dayjur 
Willamae 
Naskra 
Candle Star 
Tsunami Slew 
Incantation 


Relaunch 

Tizly 

Seattle Song 
Lonely Dancer 
Danzig 
Gold Beauty 
Tentam 
Raclette 
Nasram 
*lskra 
Clandestine 
*Star Minstrel 
Seattle Slew 
Barbs Compact 
Prince Blessed 
Magic Spell 


16 

starts 1 st 

unraced 

2 nd 

3rd 

earnings 

17 (sw) 

2 2 ( 1 ) 

0 

0 

$92,400 (through June 3) 



2017: 1st $100,000 Danzig, 6 fur., registered Pa.-bred 3-year-olds, Penn National, June 3. 

Bred by Blackstone Farm LLC (Pa.); owned by Ruis Racing LLC; trained by Mick Ruis. 

Sire: TIZWAY, dk.b./br., 05, stands at Spendthrift Farm, Lexington, Ky. 

Dam: Critical Factor, dk.b./br., 94, bred by Franklin N. Groves (Ky.). Raced 3 years, 18 starts, 1 win 
at 2, $188,840,3rd Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies-GI. (Kee Sept 95—$30,000) 

00 Freedom Class, dk.b./br.g. by Video Ranger. Raced 7 years, 41 starts, 4 wins, 5 to 7, $86,685. 
01 Calculation, dk.b./br.g. by Unbridled’s Song. Raced 2 years, 12 starts at 5 and 6 , 0 wins, 
$13,935. (Kee Nov 01—$190,000; Kee Sept 02—$350,000) 

02 Barren. 

03 Tizwow, dk.b./br.f. by Tiznow. Raced 1 year, 4 starts at 3,0 wins, $23,550. 

04 Win Hands Down, dk.b./br.c. by Johannesburg. In Japan, raced 5 years, 34 starts, 2 wins at 3 
and 5, $236,829. (Kee Nov 04—$140,000) 

05 Wild Cat Mesa, dk.b./br.g. by Sky Mesa. Raced 4 years, 24 starts, 7 wins, 2 to 5, $223,928. 

(Kee Sept 06—$77,000; FTM May 07—$33,000) 

06 Critical Edge, dk.b./br.f. by The Cliff’s Edge. Raced 1 year, 4 starts, 1 win at 3, $25,508. (Kee 
Nov 06—$75,000) 

07 Juilette Girl, dk.b./br.f. by Roman Ruler. Unraced. Producer. 

08 Barren. 

09 Francesco Rules, dk.b./br.g. by Roman Ruler. In Puerto Rico and U.S., raced 6 years, 51 starts, 
9 wins at 2, 5 ,6 and 7, $146,570. (Kee Sept 10—$11,000) 

10 Princess Becca, dk.b./br.f. by Grand Reward. Raced 2 years, 5 starts at 3 and 4,0 wins, $4,146 

11 Cash Payout, dk.b./br.g. by Fusaichi Pegasus. Raced 2 years, 12 starts, 3 wins at 3 and 4, 
$111,690. 

12 Not bred; 13 Barren. 

14 THE CRITICAL WAY, dk.b./br.g. by Tizway. (Kee Nov 14—$17,000; Kee Sept 15—$65,000; 

OBS June 16—$75,000) 

16 dk.b./br.f. by Tizway. 


TROOPER JOHN 


Western Canada Handicap 

$50,000-guaranteed, 6 fur., 3-year-olds. Northlands Park, May 27. 


Tiznow 
Colonel John 

Sweet Damsel 
Trooper John, b.g., 2014 

Woodman 
Shouldn’t We All 

Sharp Dance 


starts 

16 (sw) 6 

17 (sw) 1 

7 


Cee’s Tizzy 
Cee’s Song 
Turkoman 
Grande Dame 
Mr. Prospector 
Playmate 
Dancing Czar 


Relaunch 

Tizly 

Seattle Song 
Lonely Dancer 
Alydar 
Taba (Arg) 

Zen 

Fia 

Raise a Native 
Gold Digger 
Buckpasser 
Intriguing 
Nijinsky II 
Mrs. Warren 




Sharp Nurse 

rieiuei 

Special Nurse 

1 st 


2 nd 

3rd 

earnings 

3 

( 2 ) 

2 

1 ( 1 ) 

$49,186 

1 

( 1 ) 

0 

0 

22,311 

4 

(3) 

2 

1 ( 1 ) 

$71,497 (thr 


2016: 1st $25,000 Winnipeg Futurity, 6 fur., 2-year-olds, Assiniboia, Sept. 9; $50,000 Canadian 

Juvenile S, 1 mi., 2-year-olds, Northlands, Oct. 22; 3rd Edmonton Juvenile S. 2017: 1st $50,000 

Western Canada H, 6 fur., 3-year-olds, Northlands, May 27. 

Bred by Smart Angle LLP (Pa.); owned by Riversedge Racing Stables Ltd.; trained by Tim 

Rycroft. 

Sire: COLONEL JOHN, b„ 05, stands at WinStar Farm LLC, Versailles, Ky. 

Dam: Shouldn’t We All, ch., 98, bred by Joseph Allen (Ky.). Raced 3 years, 20 starts, 3 wins at 4, 
$110,084, 3rd Going Up S. (Kee Sept 99—$125,000; Kee Nov 04—$215,000 in foal to Cat 
Thief; Kee Nov 14—$25,000 in foal to Violence) 

05 Reality Remix, ch.g. by Cat Thief. Raced 2 years, 11 starts, 3 wins at 3 and 4, $22,798. (FTM 
Oct 06—$40,000) 

06 SKY HAVEN, b.f. by Sky Mesa. Raced 3 years, 13 starts, 3 wins at 2 and 3, $220,527, 
Presque Isle Debutante S, Caught In The Rain S, 2nd Blue Mountain Juvenile S, Colleen S, 
Channel Three S, Northern Fling S, 3rd Gallant Bloom H-G2. (Kee April 08—$150,000; Kee 
Nov 09—$350,000) Producer. 

07 Chiricahua, dk.b./br.c. by Cherokee Run. Raced 1 year, 5 starts, 1 win at 3, $33,625. (FTS Aug 
08—$100,000) 

08 Sudden Calm, ch.g. by Stormy Atlantic. In Puerto Rico and U.S., raced 6 years, 43 starts, 3 wins 
at 4, 6 and 7, $97,635. 

09 Not bred. 

10 Mellonbrook, ch.f. by Discreet Cat. Raced 3 years, 13 starts, 3 wins at 3 and 4, $102,760. 

11 Sky Flyer, dk.b./br.c. by Sky Mesa. Unraced. (Kee Sept 12—$55,000; OBS June 14—$10,000) 

12 Barren. 

13 Ponte Vedra Sky, ch.g. by Sky Mesa. Raced 1 year, 3 starts, 1 win at 3, $22,700. (Kee Nov 
13—$52,000; Kee Sept 14—$110,000; OBS March 15—$100,000) 

14 TROOPER JOHN, b.g. by Colonel John. (Kee Nov 14—$3,000; FTM Oct 15—$21,000) 

15 Sutro, ch.f. by Violence. Unraced. (Kee Sept 16—$50,000; FTM May 17—$160,000) 

16 ch.f. by Flashback. (Kee Jan 17—$15,000) 
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Virginia-bred 




West Virginia-bred 


STELLAR WIND 


MOONLIT SONG 


Beholder Mile Stakes-GI 

$400,000-guaranteed, 1 mi., fillies and mares, 3 & up. Santa Anita, June 3. 


Smart Strike 

Curlin 

Sherriff’s Deputy 

Stellar Wind, ch.m., 2012 

Malibu Moon 


Evening Star 




Sequins 



starts 

1st 


14 

2 

1 


15 (sw) 

6 

4 

(4) 

16 (sw) 

4 

2 

(2) 

17 (sw) 

2 

2 

(2) 


14 

9 

(8) 


Raise a Native 
Gold Digger 
Smarten 
No Class 
Vice Regent 
Mint Copy 
Bates Motel 
War Exchange 
Seattle Slew 
Weekend Surprise 
Mr. Prospector 
Maximova (Fr) 

Northern Dancer 
Fashionable Trick 
Gleaming 
Indian Nurse 

earnings 
$ 27,200 
886,000 
540,000 
600,000 

$2,053,200 (through June 3) 


Mr. Prospector 
Classy ’n Smart 
Deputy Minister 
Barbarika 
A.P. Indy 
Macoumba 
Northern Fashion 
Brilliant Touch 


2nd 3rd 

0 1 

1 ( 1 ) 0 

1 ( 1 ) 0 

_0 _0 

2 ( 2 ) 1 


2015: Champion 3-year-old filly. 1st $100,000 Santa Ysabel S-G3, IVb mi., 3-year-old fillies, 
Santa Anita, Feb. 28; $400,000 Santa Anita Oaks-GI, 1 Vie mi., 3-year-old fillies, Santa Anita, April 
4; $200,000 Summertime 0aks-G2,1 Vie mi., 3-year-old fillies, Santa Anita, June 20; $100,000 
Torrey Pines S-G3, 1 mi., 3-year-old fillies, Del Mar, Aug. 30; 2nd Breeders’ Cup Distaff-GI. 
2016: 1st $300,000 Clement L. Hirsch S-G1, 1 Vie mi., fillies and mares, 3 & up, Del Mar, July 30; 
$300,000 Zenyatta S-G1, 1 Vie mi., fillies and mares, 3 & up, Santa Anita, Oct. 1; 2nd Vanity Mile 
S-G1. 2017: 1 st $600,000 Apple Blossom H-G1 ,1 Vie mi., fillies and mares, 4 & up, Oaklawn, April 
14; $400,000 Beholder Mile S-G1, 1 mi., fillies and mares, 3 & up, Santa Anita, June 3. 

Bred by Keswick Stables and Stonestreet Thoroughbred Holdings LLC (Va.); owned by Hronis 
Racing LLC; trained by John W. Sadler. 

Sire: CURLIN, ch., 04, stands at Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms, Lexington, Ky. 

Dam: EVENING STAR, b., 06, bred by Keswick Stables (Va.). Raced 2 years, 12 starts, 2 wins at 
4, $53,802. 

12 STELLAR WIND, ch.f. by Curlin. (FTN Sar 13—$40,000; FTM Sept 13—$86,000) 

13 Winter Evening, gr./ro.f. by Exchange Rate. Unraced. 

14 Bozeman, b.c. by Birdstone. Unraced. (Kee Sept 15—$190,000) 

15-16 Barren. 


Fancy Buckles Stakes 

$50,000-added, VA fur., registered accredited West Virginia-bred 
fillies and mares, 3 & up. Charles Town, May 20. 


Unbridled’s Song 

Fiber Sonde 

Silken Cat 
Moonlit Song, gr./ro.f., 2014 

Parker’s Storm Cat 
Malibu Kitten 

Malibu Moment 


Unbridled 
Trolley Song 
Storm Cat 
Silken Doll 
Storm Cat 
Macoumba 
Malibu Moon 
McMoment 


Fappiano 
Gana Facil 
Caro (Ire) 

Lucky Spell 
Storm Bird 
Terlingua 
Chieftain 
Insilca 
Storm Bird 
Terlingua 
Mr. Prospector 
Maximova (FR) 
A.P. Indy 
Macoumba 
Timeless Moment 
Ever Irish 


starts 

16 2 

17 (sw) 5 


1st 2nd 

1 0 
4 (2) 1 


3rd 

0 

0 


earnings 
$ 14,750 
94,360 


7 5 (2) 


0 $109,110 (through May 20) 


2017: 1st $50,000 Its Binn Too Long S, 4 V% fur., registered accredited W.Va.-bred 3-year-old fil¬ 
lies, Charles Town, April 22; $50,000 Fancy Buckles S, VA fur., registered accredited W.Va.-bred 
fillies and mares, 3 & up, Charles Town, May 20. 

Bred by Timothy C. Grams and Judith A. Grams (W.Va.); owned by Grams Racing Stable LLC; 
trained by Timothy C. Grams. 

Sire: FIBER SONDE, gr./ro., 05, stands at Beau Ridge Farm, Charles Town, W.Va. 

Dam: MALIBU KITTEN, b., 07, bred by Gordon C. Keys (W.Va.). Raced 2 years, 22 starts, 7 wins at 
3 and 4, $91,130. 

13 Country Kitten, dk.b./br.f. by Copelan Too. Raced 1 year, 2 starts at 3,0 wins, $1,060. 

14 MOONLIT SONG, gr./ro.f. by Fiber Sonde. 

15 Barren. 

16 b.g. by Copelan Too. 


DO YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES? Sequel 

New York 

Sequel Stallions New York, a premier breeding farm is seeking a manager for its large breeding & 
mare operation. Candidate must have experience in breeding shed, foaling barn, general herd health, 
and be able to manage employees. Excellent communication skills and computer literacy are required. 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

• Accounting: Supervise monthly billing and submit weekly payroll for hourly employees 

• Booking: Coordinate operations and ensure schedules for breeding season 

• Supervising: Direct and motivate staff by providing feedback and guidance 

• Inventory: Monitor operating costs, budgets and resources 

• Client Development: Communicate with clients and build relationships with NY breeders 

• Interns & Education: Drive the occasional recruitment process and training 

• Quality Control: Secure adherence to company’s policies and maintain high level of service 

REQUIREMENTS 

• Proven experience as a Manager 

• Experience and knowledge of breeding shed, foaling barn and general herd health 

• Familiar with financial and customer service principles and practices 

• Knowledge of data analysis procedures and good math skills 

• Proficient user of MS Office and Jockey Club Horse Farm Management Software 

• Outstanding leadership and organizational abilities 

• Excellent interpersonal and communication skills Qualified applicants please send resume 

toSTALLIONS@SEQUELBLOODSTOCK.NET 
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INSIGHTS 



News from the Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association 


Federal legislation resurfaces; 
consensus still hard to find 

BY TOM LAMARRA 


A nd so it continues—but with revised 
language that doesn’t sit well with 
many stakeholder groups in horse 
racing 

Two years after the Thoroughbred 
Horseracing Integrity Act of 2015 was 
introduced, its supporters, in late May, got 
the same two members of Congress to 
introduce the Horseracing Integrity Act 
of 2017. 

“Thoroughbred” has been dropped 
from the title, but not because it doesn’t 
pertain to Thoroughbred racing. The 
Standardbred and Quarter Horse indus¬ 
tries have been added and, as expected, 
didn’t react favorably to the legislation, 
which has a primary objective of placing 
the United States Anti-Doping Agency 
over all equine medication policy, drug 
testing, laboratory standards, and enforce¬ 
ment of penalties. 

There is another major change, and one 
that didn’t come as a surprise. The 2015 
version of the bill left race-day medication 
policy up to a US ADA-appointed “author¬ 
ity” characterized as “independent.” The 
Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association 
quickly called the bill a “stalking horse” for 
a ban on race-day Lasix. 

The new version, on page 25, reaffirms 
what the THA believed was inevitable: 
a ban on Lasix. Though the medication, 
used to control exercise-induced pulmo¬ 
nary hemorrhage, isn’t specifically named, 
it’s the only medication permitted for use 
on race-day in the U.S. 

The bill reads: “A prohibition upon the 
administration of any prohibited or oth¬ 
erwise permitted substance to a covered 
horse within 24 hours of its next racing 
start shall be effective not later than Jan. 
1, 2019.” 

The provision was added to appease 
certain constituencies, which is how the 
legislative process works. But groups that 
opposed a ban on Lasix two years-or 10 
years ago—still do. 

The THA, which has six affiliates 
including the Maryland THA; the National 
Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective 
Association, which has about 30 affili¬ 
ates; and the Thoroughbred Owners of 


California and California Thoroughbred 
Trainers don’t support the legislation. 
Soon after the bill was introduced, they 
were joined by the American Association 
of Equine Practitioners, which advocates 
continued use of Lasix for health and wel¬ 
fare reasons until an alternative to combat 
EIPH is discovered through research. 

Under the header “Findings,” the leg¬ 
islation acknowledges the purpose for use 
of therapeutic medication but inaccurately 
describes the current state of medication 
uniformity in the U.S. Section 4 reads as 
follows: 

“Because the various states have been 
unable to adopt a national uniform anti- 
doping and medication control program, 
national uniform regulations with to the 
use of, and testing for, drugs capable of 
affecting the results of a horse race and 
therapeutic medication used in horse rac¬ 
ing, such rules, procedures, and enforce¬ 
ment policies should be implemented, 
consistent with internationally accepted 
best practices, by an independent anti-dop¬ 
ing and medication control organization 
authorized by an act of Congress.” 

Excuse the confusing run-on sentence; 
such is legislation in general. But stating 
that states have been unable to adopt what 
is called the National Uniform Medication 
Program isn’t true. There’s no better proof 
than the Mid-Atlantic region and New 
York, where racing jurisdictions have had 
the program in place for several years. 

Perhaps it’s not the program the pro- 
federal-oversight Coalition for Horse 
Racing Integrity wants, but to dismiss the 
work that has been done on uniformity 
by many committed stakeholder groups 
including the THA is appropriate in a 
federal document. It’s true not all states 
have fully adopted the National Uniform 
Medication Program, but the progress over 
the last five years has been phenomenal 
given resistance from certain factions. 

Section 3 is also run-on but more even- 
handed: 

“Uniform adoption of national anti- 
doping and medication control standards 
for horse racing in the United States will 
promote interstate commerce, encourage 


fair competition and a level playing field, 
assure full and fair disclose of information 
to purchasers of breeding stock and to the 
wagering public, will improve the market¬ 
place for domestic and international sales 
of United States horses, will provide a plat¬ 
form of consistency with all major interna¬ 
tional horseracing standards, address grow¬ 
ing domestic concerns over disparities with 
international rules, and provide for the 
safety and welfare of horses and jockeys.” 

Much, if not all, of that is in keeping 
with the objectives the National Uniform 
Medication Program. So it all comes down 
to this for racing’s stakeholders: Do you 
want the federal government involved—the 
Federal Trade Commission will have 
“exclusive jurisdiction” according to the 
bill—or do you prefer much stronger state 
regulation through adoption of uniform 
model rules? 

The 2015 version of the federal bill 
over a two-year period never made it to the 
hearing stage in Congress. Anyone who 
follows daily developments in Washington, 
D.C., should have a pretty good idea of not 
only severe dysfunction but the fact a host 
of far-more pressing matters have priority 
over anything dealing with a niche industry 
that’s already regulated by the states. 

Even those who support the federal bill 
should, in what figures to be a very long 
“in the meantime,” direct resources and 
genuinely commit to work toward adop¬ 
tion of the National Uniform Medication 
Program across the country. 

Despite what you may have heard—or 
read in legislation-there is far more uni¬ 
formity now than there was even three 
years ago thanks to leadership that works 
in the trenches. Is it perfect? No. Will the 
program need to be continually revised? 
Yes, but that was understood at the outset, 
and a federal program won’t be immune to 
regular revision. 

Lawmakers on the state or federal level 
have often said the most effective way to 
achieve even consideration of legislation 
is consensus within an industry. When it 
comes to the Horseracing Integrity Act 
of 2017, the industry is nowhere close to 
consensus. ^ 
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New board members, 
officers announced 


Incumbents Larry Mur¬ 
ray and David Moose, former 
director Bill Reightler, and 
first-term members Dr. Brooke 
Bowman and Hunter Rankin 
were elected to the 2017 board 
by the Maryland Horse Breed¬ 
ers Association membership. 
The results were announced 
at the MHBA's annual general 
membership meeting at Buch¬ 
ner Hall at Goucher College in 
Towson May 24. 

Dictated by MHBA bylaws, 
the annual election fills five 
open seats on the board. The 
new board members: 

Larry Murray. The Walk- 
ersville resident recently re¬ 
tired as the general manager 
of Glade Valley Farms and 
starts a second consecutive 
term on the board. He is a 
veteran trainer whose top 
horses include La Reine's 
Terms, Promenade Girl, Lon¬ 
don Lane, Foufa's Warrior and 
Green Darlin. Murray hopes 
to "foster a sense of cooper¬ 
ation" between the MHBA 
and Maryland Thoroughbred 
Horsemen's Association while 
working for the greater good 
of the industry. 

David Moose. The Reisters- 
town resident, an owner and a 
breeder, operates Finale Farm 
with his wife Cindy. They have 
bred and/or raced Crossing 
Point, Love Happy, My Boy 
Kyle, I Sure Wood, Lasting 
Chance and two-time Mary¬ 
land-bred champion steeple¬ 
chaser Circuit Bar among oth¬ 
ers. Moose hopes to continue 
to "promote awareness of the 



Larry Murray 



Dr. Brooke Bowman 


advantages of Maryland 
breeding and owning horses." 
Moose owns All Seasons Un¬ 
limited, a landscaping and 
general contracting firm. 

Dr. Brooke Bowman. The 

Warwick resident is an equine 
veterinarian, breeder and 
owner. In addition he is a man¬ 
ager and partner in the Chesa¬ 
peake City farm Heritage Stal¬ 
lions. Bowman's father. Dr. 
Tom Bowman, is a former 
MHBA president. Brooke 
Bowman bred or owned stakes 
winners Undercover and Viel- 
salm among others. 



David Moose 



Hunter Rankin 



Bill Reightler 


Hunter Rankin. The Glyn- 
don resident is the president of 
Sagamore Farm and manages 
15 broodmares and 40 race- 

















Report from The Board 

Maryland Horse Breeders Association Board of Directors 

MHBA Board Meeting June 7, 2017 

In addition to the election of officers, the board 
approved $37,500 for a purse for a 2-year-old 
stakes for Maryland-bred and/or sired, 4 fur., on 
Labor Day at the Timonium meet-pending MTHA 
contributing $37,500 to the purse. 


MHBA Annual Meeting 

May 24 at Buchner Alumni Hall at Goucher College 


horses for owner Kevin Plank's 
operation. Rankin grew up at 
his family's Upson Downs 
Farm in Kentucky and started 
at Sagamore in 2016 after a stint 
with Plank's Sagamore Devel¬ 
opment real-estate company. 
The Rankins bred and raced 
Grade 2 winner Tar Heel Mom. 
Sagamore runners Recruiting 
Ready and He Hate Me have 
won stakes this year while the 
farm is a partner in 2017 stakes 
winner War Correspondent. 
Rankin hopes to "continue the 
revitalization of Sagamore 
Farm to support Maryland rac¬ 
ing's continued success and 
growth." 

Bill Reightler. The White¬ 
hall resident returns to the 
board after serving 2010-15. 
The sales consignor, equine in¬ 
surance agent and bloodstock 
advisor is on the MHBA year¬ 
ling show committee, Mary¬ 
land Agricultural Commis¬ 
sion, Maryland Steeplechase 
Association, Maryland State 
Fair board, Maryland Horse 



The MHBA hosted its an¬ 
nual membership meeting at 
Goucher College May 24, and 
focused much of the attention 
on the progress made during 
2016 and plans for 2017. Sev¬ 
eral officers and committee 
chairs provided detailed re¬ 
ports using the technology 
available through our new re¬ 
lationship with Goucher. 

I'm very appreciative of 
the efforts of our treasurer 
Richie Blue for providing a 


Council and others. Reightler 
is the field master of the Mt. 
Carmel Hounds. He hopes 
to see the industry "continue 
to evolve and build" on the 
achievements and progress 
made over the last several 
years. 

Of the five directors whose 
terms expired this year, Don¬ 
ald H. Barr, Dr. Michael J. Har¬ 
rison and R. Larry Johnson 
were ineligible to stand for 
reelection because they served 
six consecutive years on the 
board. 

Those whose terms did 
not expire are Richard F. Blue 
fr., Rebecca B. Davis, John C. 
Davison, David DiPietro, Lou¬ 
is Merryman, Sabrina Moore, 
Kent Allen Murray, fames B. 
Steele fr., David Wade and 
Robert B. "Willie" White. 

At the fune meeting, the 
new Board of Directors re¬ 
elected White as president and 
Blue as secretary/ treasurer 
and elected Larry Murray as 
the new vice-president. ** 


detailed accounting of our 
financial position, and our 
vice president and legislative 
committee chairman, Michael 
Harrison, for his educational 
presentation of the legislative 
process and how we operate 
within it. Both were helpful 
to members in attendance and 
gave them a clear idea of the 
state of our association and 
our industry. Larry Johnson, 
chairman of the breed promo¬ 
tion committee, provided a 
look at our progress with the 
restricted race program and 
Maryland-bred stakes plans 
for this year. 

All of these reports re¬ 
quired substantial time to 
prepare but were truly appre¬ 
ciated by the members and 
the board. As we continue to 
make progress I hope we are 
able to encourage more mem¬ 
bers to attend MHBA events 
and benefit from the efforts of 
our board and staff. ** 


F ollowing the annual 
meeting there was an intro¬ 
duction to the plans for the 
new Goucher College Eques¬ 
trian Facility and the per¬ 
manent home of the MHBA 
offices, library and museum. 
On hand to discuss the plans 
were John Blackburn and Matt 
Himler, from Blackburn Ar¬ 
chitects P. C., Greg Permison, 
Goucher College Director, 
Campaign and Strategic Ini¬ 
tiatives and Terence McCann, 
Goucher College Director of 
Facilities. 

Blackburn introduced him¬ 
self and said his experience in 
equestrian architecture ranges 
from polo barns to Thorough¬ 
bred and training facilities 
such as Sagamore Farm. He 
noted his interest in renova¬ 
tion and restoration of historic 


structures, and how that might 
work well with the planned 
home for the Maryland Horse 
Breeders Association. 

Permison informed the 
group that the partnership 
with the MHBA has become 
an important part of this proj¬ 
ect, and he looks forward to 
getting to know and meeting 
members as the plan moves 
forward. 

They all confirmed that 
the long-term goal is to have 
a first-class equestrian facil¬ 
ity and educational center. 
The goal is to provide oppor¬ 
tunities for young people to 
participate in horse activities 
while being exposed to the 
many diverse possibilities that 
the equine community has to 
offer. ** 


a SOUTHERN STATES 

Brands you trust. People who know. 

Your opportunity to support MHBA 

Do you buy Southern States feed? 

Send your “proofs of purchase” seals (including 
bulk bin delivery tickets) for Triple Crown, Reliance 
and Legends horse feeds to the MHBA. 

The Maryland Horse Foundation will earn 
credit and receive a contribution from Southern 
States S.H.O.W. Program for non-profits. 


The President’s Corner 

Maryland Horse Breeders Association President 
Willie White discusses some of the industry's issues. 
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Maryland Fund Report 

Bonuses paid for races at Maryland tracks 
April 1 to April 30, 2017 


Breeder bonuses 

Ashbourne Stables LLC—VICTORY CHIMES: 
April 28, 7th race, $5,643. 

Lorna Baker and Tom Michaels—LAKI: April 16, 
8th race, $2,835. 

David Baxter—CRAZY WILD BILL: April 1, 4th 
race, $594. MOMMA DOOLITTLE: April 28,3rd 
race, $3,078. ($3,672) 

Bender and Bender LLC—CLASSIC WILDCAT: 
April 1, 1st race, $3,078; April 22, 1st race, 
$726. ($3,804) 

Estate of Howard M. Bender—BEST YES: April 
8, 3rd race, $4,788. BLU MOON ACE: April 
21, 9th race, $1,551. JUST HOWARD: April 
7, 7th race, $2,520; April 28, 8th race, $1,320. 
($10,179) 

Richard F. Blue Jr.—GRANDIFLORA: April 16,7th 
race, $1,650. 

Bonita Farm—BETE NOIR: April 29, 2nd race, 
$1,701. NORTHERN SMILE: April 22, 8th 
race, $4,500. SOMMER SOMETHING: April 7, 
8th race, $1,155; April 23, 4th race, $2,205. 
($9,561) 

Bonita Farm and Hellfire Stables LLC—MORAL 
HIGH GROUND: April 9, 7th race, $726. 

Frank A. Bonsai Jr.—SOME PROMISES: April 16, 
4th race, $2,565. 

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Bowman—DANCING WITH 
MAUDE: April 14, 7th race, $5,985. 


Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Bowman and Dr. Brooke 
Bowman—WEATHERURNOT: April 7,6th race, 
$2,565; April 29,3rd race, $495. ($3,060) 

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Bowman, Quin Bowman and 
Rebecca Davis—CLUBMAN: April 28,7th race, 
$2,079. 

James Edwin Bryant and Linda Page Davis— 
JUMP JIVE AN WAIL: April 29, 6th race, 
$1,155. 

James T. Christmas and Brenda Christmas— 
HUMBOLT STREET: April 23,2nd race, $945. 

Cordelia Stables LLC—AIRLIE’S DIAMOND: April 
22,5th race, $759. 

Cottonwood Stable LLC—KAZZIE COTTON¬ 
WOOD: April 7, 9th race, $594; April 28,10th 
race, $726. ($1,320) 

Cynefin Trust—MINOR LEGEND: April 14, 7th 
race, $1,155. 

Dark Hollow Farm—CATCH: April 9, 3rd race, 
$3,078. EYERISH INSPIRED: April 8, 7th race, 
$3,762. 0 DIONYSUS: April 22, 7th race, 
$6,000. ($12,840) 

Rosalee C. Davison Revocable Trust—TRIPLE 
BLACKJACK: April 1,9th race, $594. 

David DiPietro—SAZERAC GIRL: April 1, 7th 
race, $3,762. 

Sam E. English II—BEYOND FOREVER: April 28, 
3rd race, $1,134. 

Mary E. Eppler Racing Stable Inc—MARTY- 
WITHTHEPARTY: April 2, 7th race, $1,890. 


Joan Everett and W. Dale Everett—SHE’S 
ACHANCE TOO: April 23,6th race, $1,320. 
Everest Stables Inc.—BIG CITY BLUES: April 
2, 2nd race, $1,089. COLLATERAL DAMAGE: 
April 21,2nd race, $1,134. ($2,223) 

Fitzhugh LLC—INCLUDE A CHECK: April 2, 5th 
race, $3,933. MAGRITTE: April 1, 5th race, 
$759; April 21,5th race, $3,933. ($8,625) 
Robert Gerczak—BALTIMORE STREET: April 8, 
9th race, $2,646. DUNDALK: April 8, 2nd race, 
$1,320. MESMERIZE: April 14, 9th race, $726. 
($4,692) 

Barbara C. Graham and Joseph Keelty—CONNE¬ 
MARA COAST: April 9,8th race, $1,386. 

Jean W. Harris—BETTER WAY: April 7, 2nd race, 
$2,565; April 23, 8th race, $1,071. CROOKIT: 
April 23,4th race, $5,985. ($9,621) 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Holt and Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Palumbo—LE WEEKEND: April 7, 8th 
race, $2,205. 

Michael and Debbie Horning—GIMME KIMMY: 
April 9,1st race, $3,078. 

Hot Silks Racing Stable LLC—ROYAL HUSSAR: 

April 2,2nd race, $2,079. 

R. Larry Johnson—HOLIDAY MAGICIAN: April 
8, 8th race, $1,764. IT’S THE JOURNEY: April 
14,7th race, $2,205; April 29,6th race, $2,205. 
VALUE ADDED: April 8, 7th race, $1,386. 
($7,560) 

Carol A. Kaye—TEMPT ME TWICE: April 15, 9th 
race, $1,386. 

Carol Kaye, Jeanne Baker and James Boyce—RE¬ 
DEEMING FACTOR: April 29,11th race, $594. 
Legacy Farm—WINNING ROAD: April 29, 6th 
race, $5,985. 

Little Man Farm—FLANKENSTEIN: April 2, 8th 
race, $726. 

Robert T. Manfuso—TAKEASHOT: April 14, 9th 
race, $3,762. 

Robert T. Manfuso and Katharine M. Voss—D C 
DANCER: April 16, 6th race, $1,386. KAITAIN: 
April 15, 7th race, $2,835. NO MORE TALK: 
April 14,5th race, $1,386. ($5,607) 

Louis Merryman—NO KNOCK RAID: April 23, 
7th race, $3,933. 

Louis McLane Merryman and R. Larry Johnson— 
MAGICIAN’SCALENDAR: April 7, 5th race, 
$990; April 15,6th race, $1,890. ($2,880) 
Mezza Luna Farm LLC—LUNAR ROCK: April 15, 
2nd race, $2,565. 

Wayne and Juanita Morris—LAST CONFESSION: 
April 1, 2nd race, $495; April 23, 1st race, 
$495. ROSIE RIDGE: April 15, 3rd race, $726. 
($1,716) 



MARYLAND-BRED 

RACE FUND 


Maryland-bred Bonus Payments 

for registered Maryland-breds running in Maryland 

Bonuses are paid 45 to 75 days from date of actual race 


Purse $ 

1st place 
earns $ 

1st place 
breeder 
bonus $ 

2nd 
place 
earns $ 

2nd place 
breeder 
bonus $ 

3rd 
place 
earns $ 

3rd place 
breeder 
bonus $ 

14000 

7980 

2394 

2940 

882 

1540 

462 

14500 

8265 

2479.50 

3045 

913.50 

1595 

478.50 

15000 

8550 

2565 

3150 

945 

1650 

495 

15500 

8835 

2650.50 

3255 

976.50 

1705 

511.50 

16000 

9120 

2736 

3360 

1008 

1760 

528 

16500 

9405 

2821.50 

3465 

1039.50 

1815 

544.50 

17000 

9690 

2907 

3570 

1071 

1870 

561 

17500 

9975 

2992.50 

3675 

1102.50 

1925 

577.50 

18000 

10260 

3078 

3780 

1134 

1980 

594 

18500 

10545 

3163.50 

3885 

1165.50 

2035 

610.50 

19000 

10830 

3249 

3990 

1197 

2090 

627 

19500 

11115 

3334.50 

4095 

1228.50 

2145 

643.50 

20000 

11400 

3420 

4200 

1260 

2200 

660 

21000 

11970 

3591 

4410 

1323 

2310 

693 

22000 

12540 

3762 

4620 

1386 

2420 

726 

23000 

13110 

3933 

4830 

1449 

2530 

759 

24000 

13680 

4104 

5040 

1512 

2640 

792 

25000 

14250 

4275 

5250 

1575 

2750 

825 

26000 

14820 

4446 

5460 

1638 

2860 

858 

27000 

15390 

4617 

5670 

1701 

2970 

891 

28000 

15960 

4788 

5880 

1764 

3080 

924 

29000 

16530 

4959 

6090 

1827 

3190 

957 

30000 

17100 

5130 

6300 

1890 

3300 

990 

31000 

17670 

5301 

6510 

1953 

3410 

1023 

32000 

18240 

5472 

6720 

2016 

3520 

1056 


Purse $ 

1st place 
earns $ 

1st place 
breeder 
bonus $ 

2nd 
place 
earns $ 

2nd place 
breeder 
bonus $ 

3rd 
place 
earns $ 

3rd place 
breeder 
bonus $ 

33000 

18810 

5643 

6930 

2079 

3630 

1089 

34000 

19380 

5814 

7140 

2142 

3740 

1122 

35000 

19950 

5985 

7350 

2205 

3850 

1155 

36000 

20520 

6156 

7560 

2268 

3960 

1188 

37000 

21090 

6327 

7770 

2331 

4070 

1221 

38000 

21660 

6498 

7980 

2394 

4180 

1254 

39000 

22230 

6669 

8190 

2457 

4290 

1287 

40000 

22800 

6840 

8400 

2520 

4400 

1320 

41000 

23370 

7011 

8610 

2583 

4510 

1353 

42000 

23940 

7182 

8820 

2646 

4620 

1386 

43000 

24510 

7353 

9030 

2709 

4730 

1419 

44000 

25080 

7524 

9240 

2772 

4840 

1452 

45000 

25650 

7695 

9450 

2835 

4950 

1485 

46000 

26220 

7866 

9660 

2898 

5060 

1518 

47000 

26790 

8037 

9870 

2961 

5170 

1551 

48000 

27360 

8208 

10080 

3024 

5280 

1584 

49000 

27930 

8379 

10290 

3087 

5390 

1617 

50000 

28500 

8550 

10500 

3150 

5500 

1650 

51000 

29070 

8721 

10710 

3213 

5610 

1683 

52000 

29640 

8892 

10920 

3276 

5720 

1716 

53000 

30210 

9063 

11130 

3339 

5830 

1749 

54000 

30780 

9234 

11340 

3402 

5940 

1782 

55000 

31350 

9405 

11550 

3465 

6050 

1815 

56000 

31920 

9576 

11760 

3528 

6160 

1848 

57000 

32490 

9747 

11970 

3591 

6270 

1881 


Purses for all overnight races to be divided 57% to the winner, 21 % to second, 11 % to third, 6% to fourth, 3% to fifth and 2% to sixth, unless otherwise 
specified in the conditions of the race. Stakes are capped at $100,000 for Maryland-bred bonuses, and paid at 30% of purse earned for 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
places. Bonuses paid on stakes exceeding $100,000 will be calculated on purse distributions of a $100,000 stakes. In general, purses for stakes races 
are divided 60% to the winner, 20% to second, 10% to third, 6% to fourth, 3% to fifth and 1% to sixth. Refer to specific conditions of the race. 

In general, purses for stakes races are divided 60% to the winner, 20% to second, 10% to third, 6% to fourth, 3% to fifth and 1% to 
sixth. Refer to specific conditions of the race. Maryland-bred bonuses for Maryland Million Day are calculated separately. 

/Is of 01/01/2016; subject to semi-annual review by Maryland Racing Commission 


Audrey Murray—CELTIC RULER: April 7, 4th 
race, $1,701. MISS NOSY: April 2, 5th race, 
$1,449. WHISKEY SOUR: April 9, 2nd race, 
$3,078; April 28,2nd race, $495. ($6,723) 

Nancy Lee Farms—JARVIS STEEL: April 29, 
5th race, $5,130. MAGIC COOKIE: April 16, 
1st race, $2,565. NANCY R: April 9, 3rd race, 
$1,134. SARAH’S WHISPER: April 30, 5th 
race, $3,933. THREE BEANS: April 1, 3rd race, 
$4,617. ($17,379) 

Nicewonder Stable LLC—TWIN VALOR: April 2, 
2nd race, $5,643. 

Northview Stallion Station Inc.—A TRUE GEN¬ 
TLEMAN: April 8, 5th race, $3,861. SHIFRA 
MAGICIAN: April 22, 11th race, $1,134. 
($4,995) 

Marilyn Anne Payne—SLEWS LOVE: April 9, 
4th race, $2,565; April 23, 10th race, $945. 
($3,510) 

Avia Pitts—ICELAKE: April 23,5th race, $891. 

Porter Racing Stable LLC—BROOK’S ON FIRE: 
April 16,1st race, $945. 

Carolyn H. Rogers Estate—LOVABLE LADY: April 
22,6th race, $4,500. 

Timothy J. Rooney—SUNRISE SUNSET: April 23, 
2nd race, $2,565. 

Gina Rosenthal and Robin Coblyn—KING OF 
VERSAILLES: April 30,4th race, $495. 

Sagamore Farm LLC—IMPORTANT: April 28,3rd 
race, $594. 

Shamrock Farm—NICARADALIC ROCKS: April 
9,8th race, $2,646. 

Smith Farm and Stable—HORSESHOE HAR¬ 
BOUR: April 15,4th race, $1,134. 

Spendthrift Farm LLC—HAILEY’S FLIP: April 21, 
7th race, $1,386. 

Summer Wind Bloodstock and Larry Horning— 
DON’T BE SCARED: April 16,4th race, $495. 

James F. Thames—KADIE’SHORSEPLAY: April 
30,5th race, $1,449. 

William B. Thompson Jr— RODON: April 21, 4th 
race, $3,933. 

Thornmar Farm LLC—BAY BRIDGE: April 30, 
3rd race, $693. COLOR ME SEXY: April 23, 
8th race, $561. NEXT BEST THING: April 22, 
6th race, $2,250. TAKE WARNING: April 30,1st 
race, $2,520. ($6,024) 

Two Legends Farm and Adena Springs—CHAM¬ 
PAGNE TIME: April 29,3rd race, $945. 

Two Legends Farm, Kevin Creek and Stonestreet 
TB Holdings—SHIRLEYS CURLS: April 16, 
3rd race, $3,933. 

Two Legends Farm and David Wade—LEGEND’S 
HOPE: April 21,3rd race, $1,449. 

The University of Maryland—MARYLAND’S 
BEST: April 2,1st race, $3,762. 

Gregory Viands—SENSATIONAL NOTION: April 
7, 4th race, $891; April 21, 6th race, $726. 
($1,617) 

Linda M. Walls—FAZE THE NATION: April 7, 8th 
race, $5,985. 

John E. Williamson III—PARADE OF NATIONS: 
April 15,6th race, $5,130. 

Donald Clifford Wilson—JUSTA SCOCH: April 9, 
9th race, $1,701. 

Winners Circle Partners VIII—DAYLIGHT AHEAD: 
April 9, 5th race, $7,695; April 30, 2nd race, 
$2,961. ($10,656) 

WinStar Farm, LLC—SUPERVISOR: April 2, 7th 
race, $5,130. 

Mrs. Frank P. Wright—CLARE’S DOWERY: April 
8,4th race, $2,646. SARAH’S TREASURE: April 
15,8th race, $1,701. ($4,347) 

Stallion bonuses 

BULLSBAY (A True Gentleman: April 8, 5th race, 
$1,287. Horseshoe Harbour: April 15,4th race, 
$378. Last Confession: April 1,2nd race, $165; 
April 23, 1st race, $165. Takeashot: April 14, 
9th race, $1,254. Three Beans: April 1,3rd race, 
$1,539): Bullsbay Syndicate—$4,788. 

CAL NATION (Faze the Nation: April 7, 8th race, 
$1,995. Parade of Nations: April 15, 6th race, 
$1,710): Cal Nation Syndicate—$3,705. 

CHEROKEE’S BOY (Lunar Rock: April 15, 2nd 
race, $855): ZWP Stable. 

CUBA (Laki: April 16, 8th race, $945): J&S Sta¬ 
bles LLC. 

DANCE WITH RAVENS (Dancing With Maude: 
April 14, 7th race, $1,995. Martywiththeparty: 













































































April 2, 7th race, $630. Weatherurnot: April 7, 
6th race, $855; April 29,3rd race, $165): Dance 
With Ravens Syndicate—$3,645. 

DEPUTY STORM (No Knock Raid: April 23, 7th 
race, $1,311): Deputy Storm Syndicate. 

ETCHED (Sommer Something: April 7, 8th race, 
$385; April 23, 4th race, $735): Bonita Farm 
Stallion Partnership—$1,120. 

FRIESAN FIRE (Brook’s On Fire: April 16,1st race, 
$315. Nancy R: April 9,3rd race, $378): Friesan 
Fire Syndicate—$693. 

GO FOR GIN (Bete Noir: April 29,2nd race, $567. 
Moral High Ground: April 9, 7th race, $242): 
Bonita Farm and Joe Cornacchia—$809. 

GREAT NOTION (Le Weekend: April 7, 8th race, 
$735. Sensational Notion: April 7, 4th race, 


$297; April 21, 6th race, $242): Great Notion 
Syndicate—$1,274. 

LION HEARTED (Don’t Be Scared: April 16, 4th 
race, $165. Triple Black Jack: April 1, 9th race, 
$198): Lion Hearted Syndicate—$363. 

LOUIS QUATORZE (Better Way: April 7,2nd race, 
$855; April 23, 8th race, $357. Celtic Ruler: 
April 7, 4th race, $567. Crookit: April 23, 4th 
race, $1,995. Miss Nosy: April 2, 5th race, 
$483): Louis Quatorze Syndicate—$4,257. 

NOT FOR LOVE (Clubman: April 28, 7th race, 
$693. D C Dancer: April 16, 6th race, $462. 
Legend’s Hope: April 21, 3rd race, $483. Lov¬ 
able Lady: April 22, 6th race, $1,500. No More 
Talk: April 14,5th race, $462. Slews Love: April 
9, 4th race, $855; April 23, 10th race, $315. 


Some Promises: April 16, 4th race, $855): Not 
For Love Syndicate—$5,625. 

ORIENTATE (Victory Chimes: April 28, 7th race, 
$1,881): Orientate Syndicate. 

OUTFLANKER (Flankenstein: April 2, 8th race, 
$242. Kadie’shorseplay: April 30, 5th race, 
$483. Northern Smile: April 22, 8th race, 
$1,500): Outflanker Syndicate—$2,225. 

REDEEMED (Redeeming Factor: April 29, 11th 
race, $198. She’s Achance Too: April 23, 6th 
race, $440): Redeemed Syndicate—$638. 

ROCK SLIDE (Maryland’s Best: April 2,1st race, 
$1,254. Nicaradalic Rocks: April 9, 8th race, 
$882. Rodon: April 21, 4th race, $1,311): 
Shamrock Farms—$3,447. 


SCIPION (Crazy Wild Bill: April 1,4th race, $198. 
Grandiflora: April 16, 7th race, $550. King of 
Versailles: April 30, 4th race, $165. Momma 
Doolittle: April 28, 3rd race, $1,026. Whiskey 
Sour: April 9, 2nd race, $1,026; April 28, 2nd 
race, $165): Scipion Syndicate—$3,130. 

STREET MAGICIAN (Magic Cookie: April 16,1st 
race, $855. Magician’scalendar: April 7, 5th 
race, $330; April 15, 6th race, $630. Shifra 
Magician: April 22, 11th race, $378. Value 
Added: April 8, 7th race, $462): R. Larry John¬ 
son—$2,655. 

TWO PUNCH (Humbolt Street: April 23,2nd race, 
$315. Minor Legend: April 14, 7th race, $385): 
Two Punch Syndicate—$700. 



Maryland Foal Report 



ANOFFICERANDALADY, by Of¬ 
ficer, b.c., April 24, by Secret 
Circle. Thormar and Colleen 
Torsney. Mare to Girolamo. 

AN T M, by Cryptoclearance, b.c.. 
May 1, by Friesan Fire. Cliff 
and Mary Cornwell and Coun¬ 
try Life Farm. Mare to Heav¬ 
en's Glory (Jpn). 

A QUEEN'S SMILE, by Ops 
Smile, ch.f., April 1, by Etched. 
Bonita Farm. Mare to Norum- 
bega. 

ARGENTESQUE, by Silver Depu¬ 
ty, b.c.. May 5, by Bayern. 
Thornmar. 

BOUDICCA, by Hard Spun, b.c., 
April 24, by Bodemeister. 
Thornmar. 

CASUAL KISS, by Dehere, b.c., 
April 26, by Jump Start. 
Thornmar and Tim Keefe. 
Mare to Golden Lad. 

CITY FRIEND, by City Zip, b.c.. 
May 15, by Orientate. Kevin P. 
Morgan. Mare to Bandbox. 

COURAGE TO CHANGE, by 
Two Punch, b.f., March 22, by 
Race Day. Country Life Farm 
and Friesan Fire Syndicate. 
Mare to Hit It a Bomb. 

ENDEARING CORREDOR, by El 
Corredor, b.c.. May 16, by Se¬ 
ville (Ger). Beverly L. Heck- 
rotte and Circle ABC Farm 
LLC. Mare to Seville (Ger). 

FIFTEEN MOONS, by Malibu 
Moon, ch.f., March 26, by Pal¬ 
ace Malice. Country Life Farm 
and Fifteen Moons LLC. Mare 
to Mosler. 

FIRE OF FREEDOM, by Street 
Cry (Ire), b.c., March 27, by In¬ 
to Mischief. Candyland Farm. 

FIVE STAR DREAM, by Two 
Punch, ch.c., March 26, by 
Malibu Moon. Candyland 
Farm. 


FOR HUGS, by Not For Love, b.c., 
March 31, by Jump Start. 
Buckingham Farm. 

GLIMPSE, by Touch Gold, dk.b./ 
br.c., April 28, by Secret Circle. 
Thornmar. Mare to Dialed In. 

GOLDEKIPS, by Pioneering, b.c., 
March 9, by Kendalls Bear. 
Charles and Dianne Fawley. 

GOODNIGHT ANGEL, by Touch 
Gold, dk.b./br.c., April 14, by 
Orientate. Thornmar. Mare to 
Girolamo. 

HEATHER, by Not For Love, 
ch.c., March 25, by El Padrino. 
Classic Thoroughbred XII. 

HOME FRONT, by Chattahooch¬ 
ee War, ch.c., March 31, by 
Etched. John and Jerry Amer- 
man. Mare to Norumbega. 

HOPE AGAINST HOPE, by 
Strong Hope, ch.f., April 26, by 
Etched. John and Jerry Amer- 
man. Mare to Norumbega. 

IMAGISTIC, by Deputy Minister, 
b.c., March 21, by Kitten's Joy. 
Country Life Farm. Mare to 
Mosler. 

LAST PATCH OF SUN, by Sunri- 
ver, b.c., April 20, by Cuba. 
Paul E. Johnson. 

LIL SOLDIER GIRL, by Castine, 
dk.b./br.c.. May 12, by Buf- 
fum. Edward R. Krishack. 
Mare to Buffum. 

MAVIA, by Rock Slide, ch.c.. May 
10, by Redeemed. Kevin P. 
Morgan. Mare to Orientate. 

MISS BAD GIRL, by Friends Lake, 
ch.c., April 23, by Master Rick. 
Edward Krishack and Steve 
Krishack. Mare to Norumbe¬ 
ga- 

MISS SANTA ANITA, by Ide, b.c.. 
May 9, by Outflanker. Sham¬ 
rock Farm. 

MOON PUNCH, by Two Punch, 
ch.c.. May 1, by Golden Lad. 
Kevin P. Morgan. Mare to Se¬ 
ville (Ger). 


Marathon Farms is the breeder 
of Beautiful Lu's sharp looking 
son by Shanghai Bobby. 


MY LITTLE MONKEY, by Old 
Trieste, b.f., March 24, by Bour¬ 
bon Courage. Thomas L. Teal. 
Mare to Mosler. 

OUR BERNADETTE, by Bern¬ 
stein, b.c., April 25, by El Pa¬ 
drino. Bill Hansen. Mare to 
Norumbega. 

PRECIOUS PENNY, by Harlan's 
Holiday, b.f., March 24, by 
Friesan Fire. James Walker. 

PROSECCA, by Speightstown, 
b.c., March 27, by Oxbow. 
James Anderson. Mare to Mos¬ 
ler. 

REAPPEARANCE, by Kafwain, 
dk.b./br.f., March 30, by Free¬ 
dom Child. Ken Lowe Jr. 

RHYTHM IN SHOES, by 
Rhythm, ch.f., April 6, by 
Golden Lad. Sherman Chin. 
Mare to Norumbega. 


Etched colt out of Home Front, 
foaled at Bonita Farm, was 
bred by California residents 
John and Jerry Amerman. 

SMART POLICY, by Smart Strike, 
b.c.. May 7, by Artie Schiller. 
Timothy J. Rooney. Mare to 
Karakontie (Jpn). 

SPIN THE BOTTLE, by Hard 
Spun, b.f., March 21, by Into 
Mischief. Classic Thorough¬ 
bred XII. 

STORMY PASS, by Deputy Storm, 
gr/ro.f., March 28, by Despite 
the Odds. Gordonsdale Farm. 
Mare to Mosler. 

STRIKING BELLA, by Smart 
Strike, b.f.. May 8, by Mun- 
nings. Timothy J. Rooney. 
Mare to English Channel. 

TOPAZIO, by More Than Ready, 
ch.c., April 22, by First Samu¬ 
rai. Thornmar. Mare to First 
Samurai. 

WILD EYED, by Indian Charlie, 
b.c., April 14, by Over analyze. 
Thornmar. Mare to Tonalist. 



Golden Lad filly out of Oriental 
River is owned by her breeder, 
Ellen Charles' Hillwood Stables. 



Changing colors fast: 
the gray filly out of Stormy Pass 
is by Despite the Odds. 








Maryland-bred top earners in 2017 

(through June 2) 

1. Bonus Points. 

.$132,500 

11. Struth. 

$77,832 

2. Laki. 

. . 113,655 

12. Sonny Inspired. 

.77,100 

3. Next Best Thing . .. 

. . 111,902 

13. Dancing With Maude 

.71,976 

4. Faze the Nation . .. 

. .106,296 

14. Pete's Play Call. 

.70,200 

5. O Dionysus. 

. .105,000 

15. My Magician. 

.68,061 

6. Seseri. 

. . .96,705 

16. Valhalla. 

.67,650 

7. Everything Lovely. 

...84,000 

17. Chubby Star. 

.67,620 

8. Winning Road. 

...82,750 

18. The Great Provider .. 

.66,051 

9. Stolen Love. 

...80,460 

19. Liar's Dice. 

.65,002 

10. Moon Vision. 

... 78,242 

20. Parade of Nations.... 

.64,488 


Maryland Flag Horse 
Logo Wear 



Maryland Horse, 

Tie - $60 
Scarf -$80 

Vest (Free Country) - $60 
Men's Half Zip Top - $50 
Men's Polo Shirt - $45 
Men's Athletic Shirt - $35 
Packable Down Jacket - $90 
Ladies V-Neck Fleece Pullover - $49 

Now available at the MHBA office. Call 410-252-2100. 




Membership inquiries? 

Member benefits 
questions? 


Call us at the MHBA office 
410.252.2100 




Maryland’s leading sires 

Supplied by The Jockey Club Information Services, these statistics 
compiled on June 2 are for stallions who currently stand or 
completed their career in Maryland. Lifetime earnings for stallions 
with at least one starter in 2017. t denotes freshman sire. 



Earnings in 2017 




Strs 

Starts 

Wnrs 

Wins 

Earnings 

Friesan Fire. 

67 

259 

32 

45 

$1,053,281 

Not For Love. 

66 

241 

25 

33 

826,381 

Great Notion. 

53 

167 

19 

25 

806,081 

Orientate. 

53 

185 

16 

26 

565,615 

Street Magician. .. . 

38 

139 

14 

20 

523,293 

Petionville. 

41 

157 

13 

17 

499,553 

Louis Quatorze. .. . 

29 

103 

10 

16 

389,957 

Lion Hearted. 

45 

142 

16 

24 

337,228 

Rock Slide. 

25 

86 

8 

11 

316,940 

Redeemed. 

14 

64 

6 

7 

291,072 

Scipion. 

29 

113 

8 

11 

272,588 

Outflanker. 

21 

80 

7 

8 

272,169 

Cuba. 

4 

18 

1 

3 

134,942 

Two Punch. 

10 

41 

4 

4 

95,814 

Etched. 

11 

38 

3 

3 

95,458 

Baltimore Bob. 

3 

13 

1 

1 

79,076 

Showing Up. 

8 

29 

3 

8 

77,786 


Earnings lifetime 




Strs 

Starts 

Wnrs 

Wins 

Earnings 

Not For Love. 

. . 814 

17,876 

644 

2,677 

$74,911,350 

Two Punch. 

.. 938 

18,209 

733 

2,674 

55,064,130 

Orientate. 

.. 633 

12,654 

489 

1,864 

44,020,186 

Petionville. 

.. 629 

13,491 

493 

1,842 

43,062,329 

Louis Quatorze. .. . 

.. 765 

14,459 

568 

1,916 

36,684,386 

Polish Numbers . . . 

.. 442 

9,353 

365 

1,370 

33,375,908 

Lion Hearted. 

.. 496 

9,233 

377 

1,274 

28,683,695 

Outflanker. 

.. 414 

8,944 

314 

1,275 

28,067,318 

Waquoit. 

.. 484 

11,421 

368 

1,522 

26,924,990 

Go for Gin. 

.. 322 

6,119 

212 

723 

19,052,948 

Great Notion. 

.. 184 

2,573 

139 

420 

12,761,483 

Rock Slide. 

.. 213 

3,542 

142 

393 

10,330,148 

Mojave Moon. 

.. 153 

3,087 

106 

337 

5,916,643 

Gators N Bears.... 

.. 124 

1,840 

71 

223 

5,738,405 

Scipion. 

99 

2,002 

62 

242 

5,365,164 

Seeking Daylight . . 

.. 156 

2,536 

122 

336 

5,326,180 

Cherokee's Boy. .. . 

66 

1,276 

43 

135 

3,566,288 

Friesan Fire. 

84 

807 

56 

111 

3,332,363 

Street Magician. .. . 

63 

690 

41 

82 

2,649,620 

Sir Shackleton. 

68 

1,422 

45 

169 

2,617,918 

Showing Up. 

82 

955 

49 

121 

2,198,352 

Greek Sun. 

27 

482 

20 

46 

1,251,132 

2-year-old earnings lifetime 



Strs 

Starts 

Wnrs 

Wins 

Earnings 

Not For Love. 

. . 358 

1,142 

137 

184 

$6,866,338 

Two Punch. 

. . 449 

1,447 

164 

207 

5,686,112 

Orientate. 

.. 350 

1,098 

133 

175 

5,029,993 

Petionville. 

.. 367 

1,139 

121 

150 

4,763,158 

Polish Numbers . .. 

. . 229 

700 

84 

122 

3,673,216 

Louis Quatorze.... 

.. 335 

1,038 

104 

130 

3,488,797 

Outflanker. 

. . 219 

883 

91 

122 

3,311,478 

Lion Hearted. 

. . 221 

715 

80 

110 

3,051,801 

Waquoit. 

.. 204 

694 

59 

84 

2,000,531 

Great Notion. 

69 

202 

27 

40 

1,512,824 

Rock Slide. 

92 

296 

24 

35 

1,070,760 

Go for Gin. 

. . 162 

528 

32 

39 

982,754 

Scipion. 

52 

217 

24 

31 

946,472 

Mojave Moon. 

84 

326 

25 

30 

666,532 

Friesan Fire. 

47 

138 

14 

15 

659,494 

Cherokee's Boy.... 

21 

88 

8 

13 

594,082 

Gators N Bears.... 

52 

182 

18 

21 

524,101 

Seeking Daylight .. 

57 

160 

21 

21 

453,029 

Street Magician.... 

29 

102 

8 

9 

403,694 
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I sabelle de Tomasos homebred Irish Strait 
grabbed the lead soon after the start and 
never looked back, wiring his rivals in the 
Grade 3, $100,000 Red Bank Stakes before a 
crowd of 17,524 at Monmouth Park May 27. 

The older half-brother to graded stakes- 
winning 3-year-old Irish War Cry, Irish Strait 
was making his fourth start of the year in the 
one mile turf test, and scored his first victory of 
the season. 

“I didn’t know that’s what he [jockey 
Orlando Bocachica] was planning, but it was 
a smart move that proved right,” said winning 
trainer H. Graham Motion. “This horse has 
really improved this year. I knew he hadn’t won 
yet until today, but those were some very tough 
races and good ones from him. 


“This might be his optimal distance, but you 
never know, we may try him longer, especially 
if he keeps improving as the year progresses.” 

After setting an easy opening quarter of 
:24.27, Irish Strait was able to slow things down 
a bit more up the backstretch, posting a half- 
mile in :48.98. Turning for home, Bocachica 
asked his mount for his best and the duo 
opened up to post a 2 ^-length victory. 

Irish Strait is a 5-year-old gelding by 
English Channel from the blue hen mare 
Irish Sovereign, by Polish Numbers. The New 
Jersey-bred now sports a record of 5-0-5 from 
17 career starts, good for earnings of $236,138. 
The Red Bank marked the first stakes win for 
Irish Strait. Earlier this year he was third in the 
Grade 3 Tampa Bay Stakes. 


u 

£ 
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Servis aiming Rainbow Heir for Breeders’ Cup 

By Bill Finley 


rainer Jason Servis has never 
started a horse at Del Mar, but it 
may not be too early for him to check 
on flights from Newark to San Diego 
this fall. In Jersey-bred Rainbow Heir, 
he has a fast and classy horse who has 
proven he can hold his own with the 
best grass sprinting specialists in the 
country 

“He’s a nice horse and I’ve told 
[owner] Ebby [Novak] I thought he was 
a Breeders’ Cup horse,” Servis said. “I 
think he’s something special.” 

He’s also versatile. Rainbow Heir, who was bred by Novak 
and is by Novak’s homebred graded stakes winner Wildcat 
Heir, won the opening-day feature at Monmouth, the Wolf 
Hill Stakes, for the second straight year. The 5-furlong stakes 
came off the turf and was run in the slop. Rainbow Heir is a 
graded stakes winner on the dirt, a feat he accomplished when 
winning the Grade 3 Jersey Shore in 2013 in his stakes debut 
for then trainer Ben Perkins Jr. But it appears his future is on 
the grass. 

Novak turned the now 7-year-old over to Servis prior to his 
2016 racing season. Before that, he had had only one start on 
the grass, finishing fourth in the 2015 My Frenchman Stakes at 
Monmouth. In his first start for Servis, Rainbow Heir won the 
2016 Wolf Hill. Since, four of his six starts have come on the 
grass. 

<C I think he’s a better turf horse,” Servis said. “That’s why I’m 
thinking if we get some points there’s no reason we shouldn’t 
go to Del Mar [for the 5-furlong Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint].” 

Rainbow Heir’s first ever grass win came Nov. 26 when 
he won the Gin Rummy Champ Stakes at Gulfstream West 
by IVi lengths with Trevor McCarthy aboard. It was a pivotal 
moment in his career as he was bumped at the start and was 
sixth down the backstretch. McCarthy didn’t rush his mount, 
and Rainbow Heir responded with a strong stretch run to win 
over favorite Summation Time. 

Servis learned something that day. 

“He’s better if he can settle,” he said. “When he didn’t get off 
good at Gulfstream West, that race was huge. That was a nice 
horse he beat from Christophe Clement. He smoked the last 
part of it and I was very excited about it. I told Ebby we’ve got 
a new horse with a whole new dimension. We have a come- 


from-behind sprinter. Even on the dirt 
he had been hustled the whole way, so 
I’m thinking if I get my shot with him 
again on the dirt and he can lay third or 
fourth he might do something special. 
This is a new angle with this horse, 
riding him off the pace. It had been 
always been go, go, go, and I had fallen 
into that, too.” 

Rainbow Heir lost his next start, 
but it was undoubtedly his best 
performance ever on the grass. In the 
Gulfstream Park Turf Sprint Stakes he lost by a nose to Power 
Alert (Aus), one of the most accomplished turf sprinters in 
the country. The Australian-bred is a six-time stakes winner in 
grass sprints. 

Rainbow Heir was a disappointment in his next start, 
finishing seventh in the Grade 2 Shakertown at Keeneland, 
but Servis wasn’t discouraged. For a turf sprint the pace was 
relatively modest and he believes that compromised his horse. 

“I hate making excuses and I know you can’t win every race 
every time, but I felt that it was a slow pace for SVi furlongs 
on the turf,” he said. “They went 22, 44 and 4. Those horses 
are supposed to smoke. When he was running in Florida they 
were going 20 and change, 43.1 just think they didn’t come 
back to him. When he kicked they kicked. He just had to close 
into a slow pace.” 

Targeting late spring turf stakes next, Servis said he has 
not ruled out sending Rainbow Heir back to the dirt but 
understands that he has a better chance of winning the 
Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint than the Breeders’ Cup Sprint. 

Servis has other talented New Jersey-breds in his barn, 
including Fuzzy Muzzle, who won the Charles Hesse III 
Handicap in 2015 and Dan Horn in 2016. As is the case with 
most everyone who has a hand in the Jersey-bred program, he 
is eager to see the state’s politicians wake up to the fact that the 
racing industry in the state needs alternative gaming. 

“I’m hoping the state finally starts to get it,” he said. “Why 
do they let all this casino money go out of state? You go to 
Yonkers or Parx and you see so many Jersey plates in the 
parking lot. They are trying to protect Atlantic City, but you’d 
hope they’d try to keep that money in state. All the feedback 
I’m getting is that if we get through this year something is 
going to break. But I’m here to stay. I’m a Monmouth Park guy 
through and through.” 




EQUI-PHOTO, INC. 
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The New Jersey-bred Racing Challenge 

Here is the New Jersey-bred Racing Challenge Leaderboard through May 29. 

Please visit www.njbreds.com for additional information on this exciting event 


Fillies and Mares Division 


Horse 

Breeder 

Owner 

Points 

Bustin Out 

Dianne Boyken 

Joseph & Gayle Ioia 

10 

Jersey Rich 

Wes Carter 

Anna Popovich 

10 

Boomerang Miss 

Colonial Farms 

Liz Dodd 

6 

Judy’s Chance 

Judy Sessa 

Judy Sessa 

6 

Twofour Six Oh One 

Albert & Lynn Ott 

Tony Wilson 

6 

Fakery 

Isabelle de Tomaso & Hope Jones 

Law Legacy Stables 

4 

Julia Chubouli 

Joe-Dan Farm 

Quiet Winter Farm 

4 

Irie Mon 

Rock Talk Farm 

Rock Talk Farm 

4 

Stylish Notion 

Hope H. Jones 

Hope H. Jones 

4 

Rmilliondollarbaby 

Law Legacy Stables 

Law Legacy Stables 

4 


Colts and Gelding Division 


Horse 

Breeder 

Owner 

Points 

Irish Strait 

Isabelle de Tomaso 

Isabelle de Tomaso 

10 

Rainbow Heir 

New Farm 

New Farm 

6 

Fake Frontier 

Isabelle de Tomaso & Hope Jones 

Isabelle de Tomaso & Hope Jones 

6 

Gone Astray Kiss 

Judy Sessa 

Metro Thoroughbreds 

6 

Mello Groove 

Hope H. Jones 

Hope H. Jones 

6 

Greed is Good 

Joseph Birnbaum 

Ocean View Stables 

6 

Light’s Gone Wild 

Joseph & Gayle Ioia 

Joseph & Gayle Ioia 

6 

Candy Mine 

Juan Torres 

Thomas Ryan & John Tammaro III 

6 


Bob Kulina recipient of 2017 Buddy Raines Award 


M onmouth Park has honored Bob Kulina with the Virgil 
“Buddy” Raines Distinguished Achievement Award for 

2017. 

“The Raines Award was designed to honor those who 
have made a difference in New Jersey racing,” said Dennis 
Drazin, president of Darby Development LLC, operators of 
the racetrack. “For 45 years Bob Kulina has worked tirelessly 


for the betterment of Monmouth Park. For all he’s done for the 
sport and especially for Monmouth Park, he’s a very deserving 
winner of this award.” 

The son of a trainer, Bob Kulina grew up in the racing 
industry. A graduate of West Virginia’s University of 
Charleston in 1971, Kulina got his first job in the industry 
as the Monmouth Park claims clerk the following year. He 
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worked as a racing official at various racetracks before being 
named Monmouth Park racing secretary in 1977. 

During his tenure in the Monmouth Park racing office, 
Kulina developed the popular overnight stakes program, 
which has become a standard in the industry. After 15 years 
as racing secretary, Kulina was named General Manager/ 
Thoroughbred Racing at Monmouth in 1991. Soon thereafter 
he added that title at the Meadowlands and oversaw 
Thoroughbred operations for the New Jersey Sports & 
Exposition Authority racetracks until 2012. During that time 
he was instrumental in developing the Haskell Invitational into 
a race of national prominence and the next stop for 3-year- 
olds following the Triple Crown. 

Upon the signing of a lease of Monmouth Park to the 
New Jersey Thoroughbred Horsemens Association in 2012, 


Kulina was named President of Darby Development LLC, the 
management company for the racetrack. Over the past five 
years, Kulina has spearheaded the team effort into preserving 
racing at Monmouth Park. 

Kulina is the 22nd recipient of the Raines Award, which 
was first presented to J. Willard Thompson in 1996, followed 
by Danny Perlsweig, 1997; Warren A. “Jimmy” Croll, 1998; Joe 
Pierce Jr., 1999; Peter Shannon, 2000; Dennis Drazin, 2001; 
Sam Fieramosca, 2002; Charles and Marianne Hesse, 2003; 
Janet Laszlo, 2004; Richard Malouf, 2005; John Forbes, 2006; 
Ben Perkins Sr., 2007; Gerald and Carolyn Sleeter, 2008; Joel 
Kligman, 2009; John Tammaro III, 2010; Frank Costa, 2011; 
John Mazza, 2012; Ebby Novak, 2013; Chuck Spina, 2014; Bob 
Baffert, 2015; and, Ed Barney 2016. 


Optimism remains strong 
as Monmouth continues to build a solid 
future for horse racing in New Jersey 


A s the curtain rose on the 2017 Monmouth Park racing 
season, track officials remain optimistic about the future 
of the historic venue and its prominence in the world of Thor¬ 
oughbred racing. 

“We continue our efforts to create a fan-friendly facility 
coupled with top-class racing in New Jersey,” said Dennis 
Drazin, advisor to Darby Development LLC, operators of 
Monmouth Park. “Our goal of bringing alternative gaming 
to the racetrack remains paramount. We are surrounded by 
states with casino-fueled purses, which has put us at a distinct 
competitive disadvantage.” 

Nevertheless, since Darby began management of the 
racetrack in 2012, they have added an OTW facility in 
Hillsborough, Bluegrass Mini-Golf, William Hill Race and 
Sports Bar, and Blu Grotto Ristorante, which has enjoyed rave 
reviews since opening last summer. 

Not to mention the rapid expansion of 4njbets.com, an 
on-line wagering platform that brings horse racing directly 
to mobile devices, as well as exchange wagering, a popular 
European wagering market that allows players to offer and 
accept odds at different prices. To date, New Jersey remains the 
only state to offer such wagering opportunities. 

Furthermore, 2017 will see Jersey Shore favorites Max’s Hot 
Dogs and Lighthouse Italian Ice operate concession stands 


at the racetrack as the entire food and beverage department 
is brought in-house. New menus, culinary options and drink 
specials will greet fans right from opening day. 

“It’s been a great five years so far,” Drazin said, “but 
certainly no time to rest on our laurels. While we are proud 
of our accomplishments and the hard work that has brought 
them to fruition, we know much work needs to be done. 

We will continue our job of ensuring a bright future for 
Monmouth Park and racing in the Garden State for many 
years to come.” 

Chief among these tasks is sports betting, which is 
currently under appeal to the United States Supreme Court. 

A nearly five-year battle to overturn the federal ban on sports 
betting in all but four states could soon find resolution in the 
nation’s highest Court. 

“It’s no longer a question of if, but when sports betting will 
come,” Drazin said. “Our efforts appear to have snowballed 
into a national movement. The people of New Jersey have 
voted overwhelming in favor of this issue, the American public 
appears to be onboard and now either the courts or Congress 
must act. We are proud to have spearheaded this movement 
and are confident that the first sports wager will take place at 
Monmouth Park in the very near future.” 
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President’s 

message 


A bit of a slow month, but here are few 
items to report: 

• The NCTA website address has changed. 
Due to “technical difficulties/’ we lost our 
previous address. The new web address is 
www.ncthoroughbred.com. It is very sim¬ 
ilar to the former one but the “s” at the 
end of “thoroughbred” was dropped. Sar¬ 
ah Blanchard is currently working on the 
new design. The new site will have a page 
for our members to advertise their farms 
or businesses for free. It will also have a 
member’s page for free classified ads. A 
page is also dedicated to OTTB news. She 
let me have a sneak peek, and I am very 
pleased. 

• North Carolina probably isn’t the first 
state you think about when horse racing 
crosses your mind but collectively, the 
horses that ran for our members hit the 
board at a 52 percent rate from April 29 to 
May 21. That is an impressive stat, and 
applause to those of you who brought 
home a check and safe horse. 

• Again, I want to thank Eileen Williams 
for all her work AND report that she and 
her husband, Donald celebrated their 
50th year of marriage this month. Now 
that is quite an achievement. Congratula¬ 
tions to this wonderful couple. 

• The Beholder shoe, that was a RNA at 
our silent auction was donated to Old 
Friends’ Thoroughbred Retirement. As 
you may recall, they were one of the ben¬ 
eficiaries of proceeds raised from that 
auction. They were able to live auction 
the race-worn, dirty shoe at their Home¬ 
coming Party for $2,100! Thanks to Rich¬ 
ard Mandella and B. Wayne Hughes for 
that donation. 

Keep up your winning streak and have 
a safe and fun summer. I am sure I’ll see 
some of you in Saratoga! 

/Rebecca Montaldo 


The Queen’s Cup Steeplechase 


T he 22nd annual Queen’s Cup Steeple¬ 
chase, also known as #TheGreatest- 
ShowOnTurf, was held April 29 over the 
beautiful Brooklandwood Racecourse in 
Mineral Springs. Owned by longtime 
NCTA members William and Carrington 
Price, this nonprofit event had an atten¬ 
dance of approximately 12,000 race-go¬ 
ers. 

The weather was warm and the turf 
was good for this five-race card that pro¬ 
vided $150,000 in purse money. Four 
jump races and one flat race created a 
festive day that also included Vineyard 
Vines sponsored hat con¬ 
tests, tailgate competitions, a 
Jack Russell Terrier race and 
pony rides. It was a day for 
dressing up, eating, drinking 
and celebrating with friends 
and making new acquain¬ 
tances. After the races, revel¬ 
ers celebrated with the band 
Kingdaddy at the Hot Walk 
Party. By all accounts, it was 
the place to be in the Char¬ 
lotte region. Congratulations 
go out to the whole team for 
producing the kind of day 
that creates happy memories 
for those fortunate enough 
to be present. 

The generosity of the 
Prices is demonstrated by 
their hard work hosting this 
event that benefits the 
Alzheimer’s Association. 


Through their Charlotte Steeplechase 
Foundation, donations of over $700,000 
helped many local and regional charities 
since 1996. 

You can also join in on this generosity 
by participating in next year’s Queen’s 
Cup Steeplechase. The fun will be had on 
the last Saturday of April in 2018 (April 
28), and tickets are already on sale. For 
more information go to their website at 
https://www.queenscup.org, and keep up 
with current events by liking The 
Queen’s Cup Steeplechase Facebook 
page. 
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Foal News 


C heers to Beth Muirhead, one of the 
founding members and past Presi¬ 
dent of the NCTA, on the delivery of her 
Astrology colt out of Frisky Cheerleader, 
by Roar. This is the dam’s 10th foal. Eight 
of her progeny are of racing age, and all 
are winners with accumulative earnings 
of over $850,000. She is currently in foal 
to Overanalyze. The NCTA wishes Beth 
good luck with her new baby who is des¬ 
tined for great achievements. 

William and Carrington Price got it 
right with their new Americain filly, born 
March 7, out of Bourbon Twist, by Lang- 
fuhr. Americain, standing at Calumet 
Farm in Kentucky, is Dynaformer’s lead¬ 
ing money earner. An international 
champion, the stallion was bred in the 
U.S., trained and raced in France, and 
won the 2010 Melbourne Cup in Austra¬ 



Americain—Bourbon Twist filly bred by 
William and Carrington Price. 



Congrats—Blues Legend colt is another from 
Cozy Blues’ family for Sandy and Joanne Dew. 



The prolific mare Frisky Cheerleader delivered 
an Astrology colt in March for Beth Muirhead. 


lia. With longer distance turf races cou¬ 
pled with higher purses being written, 
this filly’s timing couldn’t be better. 

Congrats are DEW to Sandy and 
Joanne Dew of Dogwood Plantation for 


the arrival of their March Congrats colt 
out of their homebred Blues Legend. 
Blues Legend’s dam, Cozy Blues, won the 
Just a Game Handicap-G3 for these 
breeders at Belmont Park in 1999. 


Hitting the board: March 25-April 25 


HITTING THE BOARD March 25-April 25, 2017 


Date 

Track 

Horse 

Finished 

Race Type 

Owner/Breeder 

3/28/17 

Mahoning Valley 

Bragg Time 

l 

Claiming 5 1/2 furlongs 

Bred by Nancy Shuford 

4/7/17 

Penn National 

Fitzfarris 

l 

Claiming 6 furlongs 

Bred by Nancy Shuford 

4/8/17 

Charles Town 

Poseidon's Prize 

l 

Allowance 7 furlongs 

Bred & owned by Clint Lowry 

4/18/17 

Parx 

Rydell 

l 

Claiming 1 mile 

Bred by Mike Stone 

4/20/17 

Penn National 

Bella Bambina 

l 

MSW 6 furlongs 

Owned by R. Montaldo & C. Cooper in partnership 

4/21/17 

Laurel Park 

Rodon 

l 

Claiming 1 mile 

Bred & owned by Bill Thompson - Maple Lane Farm 

4/22/17 

Penn National 

Awesome Ghost 

l 

Allowance 6 furlongs 

Bred by Beth Muirhead & Frank Coniglio 

4/2/17 

Parx 

Double the Cheers 

2 

Claiming 7 furlongs 

Bred by Beth Muirhead 

4/6/17 

Charles Town 

Winesome Gold 

2 

Claiming 11/16 miles 

Bred & owned by Clint Lowry 

4/7/17 

Aqueduct 

Your Secret's Safe 

2 

MSW 1 mile 

Bred by Nancy Shuford 

4/20/17 

Charles Town 

Winesome Gold 

2 

Claiming 7 furlongs 

Bred & owned by Clint Lowry 

3/28/17 

Parx 

Rydell 

3 

Claiming 1 m 70 yard 

Bred by Mike Stone 

4/15/17 

Charles Town 

Allegheny Jack 

3 

Claiming 7 furlongs 

Bred & owned by Clint Lowry 
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NEWSLETTER 


PA-BRED REMINDERS 

• Early registration: 

Within 365 days of foaling 

•Yearling registration: 

Dec. 31 of yearling year 

• Stallion registration: 

April 30 of year breeding 

• Broodmare domicile: 

Nov. 1 or 14 days after a public 
sale 

VISIT PABRED.COM 

• Racing and breeding news 

• PA-Bred entries/results 

• Rules, regulations, forms 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Brian N. Sanfratello 
Executive Secretary 
execsec@pabred. com 

Vicky Schowe 
Asst. Exec. Sec. 

701 E. Baltimore Pike, Ste. E 
Kennett Square, PA 19348 
Phone:610-444-1050 
www.pabred.com 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Roger E. Legg, Esq. 

President 

Gregory C. Newell, PE 
Vice President 
Dale Schilling, V.M.D. 

Secretary 

David Charlton 
Treasurer 

Richard D. Abbott, Esq. 

Elizabeth B. Barr 
Peter Giangiullio, Esq. 

Kathryn Goldenberg 
Robert Graham 
T. Bernard Houghton 
Dr.Y. Jerry Kolybabiuk 
Deanna Manfredi 
Elizabeth Merryman 
Barbara Rickline 


2016 PH BA Champions 



Finest City: 2016 Breeders’ Cup winner, Eclipse Award winner and PA-Bred Horse of the Year. 


HORSE OF THE YEAR 

OLDER FEMALE & FEMALE SPRINTER 

FINEST CITY 

Ch.m., 2012, by City Zip—Be Envied, 
by Lemon Drop Kid. Bred by HnR Nothhaft 
Horseracing LLC. 

The Breeders’ Cup, Eclipse Award winner and 
track record setter was the richest PA-bred runner 
of 2016, earning $823,200 in eight starts, five of 
them graded stakes wins or placings. In addition to 
taking the Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare 
Sprint, which sealed the Eclipse Award for Cham¬ 
pion Female Sprinter, she seta Los Alamitos record 
of 1:14.48 for 614 furlongs in the Grade 2 Great 
Lady M Stakes. Never worse than fourth during the 
year, she also hit the board in Santa Anita’s Grade 1 
Vanity Mile when third behind champions Beholder 
and Stellar Wind, missed by a head when second 
in Del Mar's Grade 2 John C. Mabee and kicked off 
the year when second, by a head, in Santa Anita’s 
Santa Monica Stakes-G2. 


TWO-YEAR-OLD FILLY 

ROSE TREE 

B.f., 2014, by Harlan's Holiday—Amusing, 
by Distorted Humor. Bred by 
Mr. and Mrs. Rodman W. Moorhead III. 

Undefeated at 2 in two starts, the filly won Penn 
National’s Blue Mountain Juvenile Fillies Stakes by 
nearly 4 lengths for her owner/breeders, Rod and 
Alice Moorhead. Named in honor of Alice Moor¬ 
head’s father, James R. Kerr, who was Master of 
Foxhounds of the Rose Tree Hunt, Rose Tree is a 
member of the first full crop bred by the Moor- 
heads at their Buttonwood Farm near Unionville. 

TWO-YEAR-OLD MALE 

DOWNHILL RACER 

B.c., 2014, by Jump Start—Encore Saritta, 
by Consolidator. Bred by 
Mr. and Mrs. Rodman W. Moorhead III. 

The Jump Start colt won both his starts at 2, in¬ 
cluding the Pennsylvania Nursery, and in doing so 
completed a unique double for his breeder/owners 









2016 Champions continued from page 1 


Rod and Alice Moorhead and trainer Jonathan 
Sheppard as the first to ever win both the Blue 
Mountain Juvenile (with Rose Tree) and Penn¬ 
sylvania Nursery in the same season. Downhill 
Racer is out of the first broodmare the Moor- 
heads ever purchased, and is the second foal 
bred by the couple. 

THREE-YEAR-OLD FILLY 

LUCY N ETHEL 

Dk.b./br.f., 2013, by During—Kid Silver, by 

Silver Ghost. Bred by Jettany Thoroughbred 

Corp and J.A.G. Racing Inc. 

JAG Racing and Jettany Thoroughbred 
Corp.’s homebred filly made her first two out¬ 
ings of 2016 memorable to remain undefeated 
in her first four career starts. In her 3-year-old 
debut, the sensational sprinter won Gulfstream 
Park’s Grade 3 Old Hat Stakes at 6 furlongs by 
nearly 4 lengths in January. Upon her return af¬ 
ter being sidelined by a bone chip, she captured 
the Grade 2 Prioress Stakes at Saratoga in Sep¬ 
tember, getting the 6 furlongs in 1:09.33. In just 
three starts for the year, she earned $242,094 
for boyhood friends James Stevenson and Ste¬ 
phen Perry. 

THREE-YEAR-OLD MALE 
& MALE SPRINTER 

TOM’S READY 

Dk.b./br.c., 2013, by More Than Ready— 
Goodbye Stranger, by Broad Brush. 

Bred by Blackstone Farm LLC. 

The richest PA-Bred 3-year-old of the year, the 
Blackstone Farm-bred son of More Than Ready, 
sold for $145,000 as a yearling at Saratoga, 
earned $612,047 in eight starts and won two 
graded stakes at a mile or less, the Grade 2 
Woody Stephens at Belmont going 7 furlongs 
and Churchill Downs’ Grade 3 Ack Ack Stakes 
against older runners at 1 mile. Shortly after his 
impressive score at Belmont, Spendthrift Farm 
announced an agreement had been reached 
with owner GMB Racing to acquire the breeding 
rights to the colt. 

OLDER MALE 

PAGE MCKENNEY 

Ch.g., 2010, Eavesdropper—Winning Grace, 

by Yarrow Brae. Bred by Dr. James E. Bryant 
and Linda P. Davis. 


The only champion to repeat in 2016, Adam Sta¬ 
ple and Jalin Stable’s veteran gelding became a 
millionaire in an abbreviated campaign when 
winning the 1'/e-mile Native Dancer Stakes at 
Laurel Park in January. The son of former PA 
stallion Eavesdropper trained by Mary Eppler 
won twice in three starts, highlighted by Laurel 
Park’s Grade 3 General George Stakes at 7 fur¬ 
longs, and finished second in the $1.25 million 
Charles Town Classic-G2 at 1 14 miles in his final 
start of the year. Those three starts yielded the 
chestnut gelding $429,000, the highest earn¬ 
ings for an older PA-bred male runner in 2016. 

FEMALE TURF HORSE 

AL’S GAL 

B.m., 2011, by English Channel—Dans La Ville 
(Chi), by Winning. Bred by Malone Racing LLC. 

The richest PA-bred turf runner of the year, the 
first foal bred by Alex Malone's Malone Racing 
LLC in Kennett Square did it running long on 
the grass at seven different tracks, with wins in 
three stakes, topped by the Grade 1 E.P. Taylor 
going 114 miles at Woodbine. Campaigned by 
Kenneth and Sarah Ramsey, she also captured 
the 1 5 /i6-mile Kentucky Downs Ladies Marathon 
Stakes in 2:12.16, less than a second off the 
course record, and Churchill Downs’ 114-mile 
Keertana Stakes. Three times she finished sec¬ 
ond in graded stakes: in the Grade 1 Beverly 
D. and Grade 3 Modesty Handicap at Arlington, 
and Keeneland’s Grade 3 Bewitch Stakes. A 
$50,000 Fasig-Tipton Kentucky sales weanling, 
the mare brought $800,000 at the same sale 
five years later. 

MALE TURF HORSE 

GRANNY’S KITTEN 

B.h., 2012, by Kitten's Joy—Granny 
Franny, by Grand Slam. Bred by Kenneth 
L. Ramsey and Sarah K. Ramsey. 

Kenneth and Sarah Ramsey’s homebred hit the 
board in five stakes in six attempts in 2016, 
scoring his first career stakes win in Parx's 
Alphabet Soup Handicap at Parx, just missed 
when second in the Leemat Stakes at Presque 
Isle, and placed in stakes from Canterbury Park 
to Penn National to the Fair Grounds. Also a 
two-time allowance winner at Keeneland, the 
graded stakes-placed runner at 3 finished in 
the top three in six consecutive outings and 
earned $186,800 with a record of 9-3-2-2 for 
the year. 


STEEPLECHASER 

SENIOR SENATOR 

B.g., 2010, by Domestic Dispute— 

Queen Kennelot, by Awesome Again. 

Bred by Charles C.D. McGill. 

Bred by Charles C.D. McGill, the gelding won 
the prestigious Maryland Hunt Cup at age 6 
at a grueling 4 miles over timber in one of his 
two starts. Leading by as many as 23 lengths 
as he cleared the 22 fences, the Irvin Craw- 
ford-owned, Joe Davies-trained bay gelding 
won the biggest race of his career when tak¬ 
ing home the winner’s share of the $100,000 
purse. 

PA PREFERRED: 

PA-SIRED, PA-BRED FEMALE 

DISCO CHICK 

B.m., 2011, by Jump Start—Disco Flirt, by 
Disco Rico. Bred by Y. Jerry Kolybabiuk. 

Y. Jerry Kolybabiuk’s Freedom Acres’ homebred, 
a daughter of Northview PA stallion Jump Start, 
made 11 starts in 2016 and finished in the top 
three nine times, all in stakes. She won three 
consecutive stakes in a four-week span-the 
My Juliet at Parx, Skipat on Preakness weekend 
at Pimlico, and Foxy J G at Parx-and was grad¬ 
ed stakes-placed when third in the Honorable 
Miss Handicap-G2 at Saratoga on her way to 
2016 earnings just shy of $300,000. 

PA PREFERRED: 

PA-SIRED, PA-BRED MALE & LEADING 
BREEDING FUND RECIPIENT (HORSE) 

ROXBURY N OVERTON 

Dk.b./br.h., 2012, by Andiron—Centennial 

Cat, by Tale of the Cat. Bred and owned by J 

A G Racing and Jettany Thoroughbred Corp. 

A son of PA sire Andiron, who stands at Xanthus 
Farms, JAG Racing and Jettany Thoroughbred 
Corp.’s homebred won the Lyman Stakes at 
Parx during a win streak that extended to four 
at the start of the year, and finished second in 
the Donald LeVine Memorial Stakes while earn¬ 
ing over $200,000 in 2016. Counting PA-Bred 
Races, Breeder, Stallion and Owner Awards and 
PA-Bred Owner-Bonus Payments, his total Fund 
amount was $174,032. 



BROODMARE OF THE YEAR 

BE ENVIED 

Ch.m., 2002, by Lemon Drop Kid—While 
Rome Bums, by Overskate. 

Owned by HnR Nothhaft Horseracing LLC. 

Purchased by Hank Nothhaft’s HnR Nothhaft 
Horseracing LLC in the fall of 2011, the daugh¬ 
ter of Lemon Drop Kid produced three PA-Bred 
foals, all starters in 2016: Breeders’ Cup and 
Eclipse Award winner and 2016 PA-Bred Horse 
of the Year Finest City, stakes-placed 2016 
juvenile filly Grand Prix, and 3-year-old Silver 
Train filly Move, who hit the board in four of 
seven starts. 

STALLION OF THE YEAR 

JUMP START 

For the second year in a row, Jump Start led 
all Pennsylvania stallions in Stallion Awards, his 
total in 2016 was $237,697. The now 18-year- 
old son of A.P. Indy moved to Pennsylvania in 
2010, and two years later took up residence 
at Northview PA in Peach Bottom, where he is 
standing his sixth season in 2017. In 2016, he 
was the sire of seven stakes winners, including 


PA-Bred 2-year-old champion male Downhill 
Racer, and 18 stakes-placed, and the earners 
of more than $5.8 million. 

LEADING TOTAL 
BREEDING FUND RECIPIENT 

NORTHVIEW 
STALLION STATION 

$374,048 in Breeder and Stallion Awards 

The vast majority of Northview’s awards were 
earned by the arsenal of Northview PA stallions 
standing at the Peach Bottom farm, topped by 
Jump Start and former stallion of the year Fair¬ 
banks. Also earning stallions awards in 2016 in 
the name of Northview were Medallist and Love 
of Money. 

LEADING BREEDER AWARD EARNER 

THOMAS G. MCCLAY 

$215,786 in Breeder Awards 

Thomas G. McClay, of Hummelstown, Pa., 
has been breeding in Pennsylvania for more 
than 25 years. A familiar name on the top-5 list 


of the state’s leading breeders by Fund Awards 
the past seven years, McClay has led the list 
the past two years. In 2016, 28 runners bred 
by McClay earned awards totaling $215,786, 
topped by the Smarty Jones’ 4-year-old son 
Amplified ($34,534). Five of the top six Mc- 
Clay-bred runners to earn breeder bonuses of 
$10,000 or more are by Pennsylvania stallions. 

LEADING OVERALL BREEDER OF 
PENNSYLVANIA-BREDS 

BLACKSTONE FARM LLC 

$1,587,775 in purses earned 

Christian Hansen, Douglas Black and Mark 
Weisman’s Blackstone Farm in Pine Grove led 
all breeders by total purse money earned by 
PA-Breds in 2016, topped by multiple graded 
stakes winner, PA-Bred 3-year-old and sprint 
champion Tom's Ready, who earned $612,047. 
Tom’s Ready was one of two PA-Bred graded 
stakes winners to represent Blackstone Farm in 
2016, the other Grade 3 Delaware Oaks winner 
Dark Nile, an earner of nearly $250,000 in six 
starts, the most for any PA-Bred 3-year-old filly 
last season. # 



$ 250,000 Bonus to a PA-Sired, PA-Bred 

($200,000 - owner, $50,000 - breeder) 

Who Wins the 

2017 Pennsylvania Derby 

$100,000 for 2nd and 3rd place 

($ 75,000 - owner, $25,000 breeder) 




A few words from the 
Executive Secretary 


The PHBA hosted the 38th Annual Iroquois 
Awards Banquet on June 9 at the Hotel Hershey for 
a great night of dinner, cocktails, and conversation. 

Go to pabred.com to view all the photos. 

Hank Nothhaft, breeder of 2016 Breeders’ Cup 
Filly and Mare Sprint and Eclipse Award winner Finest City gave the keynote 
speech and explained how he got involved in the breeding and racing 
business and also the chain of events leading to the breeding of Finest City 
who was voted PA Horse of the Year. 

Congrats to all the Champions and have a great 2017!! To ensure that 
you don’t miss the banquet next year, and other PHBA events, sign up for 
the newsletter on our website. It only takes a minute. 


www.pabred.com 










Annual Awards Dinner 



Hank Nothhaft, breeder of PA-Bred Horse of the 
Year Finest City, is presented the evening’s top 
award from PHBA Board member Betsy Barr. 



Northview PA’sTim Fazio (center) and Paul 
O’Loughlin accept the Leading Stallion Award for 
Jump Start from board member Deanna Manfredi. 



The Blackstone group accepts the 
awards for Champion 3-year-old and 
Male Sprinter, won by Tom’s Ready. 



John Hughes accepts the 2-year-old awards for 
Downhill Racer and Rose Tree for Rod and Alice 
Moorhead from Board member Deanna Manfredi. 



Kate Goldenberg of Safe Haven Equine 
receives the Thoroughbred Charities of 
America award from Brian Sanfratello. 



Secretary of Agriculture Russell Redding. 



Board member Kate Goldenberg presents 
James Bryant a second consecutive Older Male 
Award for his homebred Page McKenney. 


Summer 2017 PA-Bred Stakes Schedule 




Sun., July 9 $100,000 Leematt S, 3 & up, 1 mi. 

PID $100,000 Northern Fling S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 1 mi. 

Sat., July 22, $100,000 Crowd Pleaser $, 3Y0,114 mi., turf 

Parx $100,000 Power by Far S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 5 fur., turf 


Sat., Aug. 5, $100,000 Robellino S, 3 & up, 114 mi., turf 

Penn 

Sun., Aug. 6, $100,000 Malvern Rose $, 3Y0 fillies, 1 mi. 

PID 

Sat., Sept. 2 $100,000 Banjo Picker Sprint S, 3 & up, 6 fur. 

Parx $100,000 Roanoke S, 3 & up, 114 mi. 

PA DAY $100,000 Marshall Jenney S, 3 & up, 5 fur., turf 

AT THE $100,000 Dr. Teresa Garofalo Memorial S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 6 fur. 

RACES $100,000 Mrs. Penny S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 114 mi., turf 
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Racing Across the Nation 


orse racing was in the spotlight 

„_in April and May, and South 

_IL Carolina training center grads 

found the winner’s circle following stakes 
races from the East Coast to the West 
Coast and up into Canada. 

On April 22, Spa Creek, a graduate 
of Shuler Stables in Orangeburg, came 
from only having one horse beat early 
to circling the field and getting up to 
win the Original Gold Stakes by a half 
length on Charles Town Classic Day. 


S outh Carolina had a strong presence 
at the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 
Two-Year-Olds in Training Sale 
at Timonium, Md., held May 22 and 
23. Cary Frommer sold 22, including 
the third-highest offering of the sale, 
a Ghostzapper colt for $800,000. Wes 
Carter had a couple of six-digit sales, 
including an Into Mischief filly that 


efore over 105,000 racing fans who 
braved intermittent rain, Abel 
Tasman came from last to capture 
the 143rd running of the Kentucky Oaks. 
This $1 million Grade 1 stakes was run 
over a very wet Churchill Downs surface. 

Abel Tasman is a product of Travis 
Durr and Webb Carroll’s program in St. 
Matthews. Irish War Cry, who competed 
in the Kentucky Derby-Gl, was also in 
that graduating class. 


Just a few hours later, Slip the Cable, 
also a Shuler Stables’ grad, captured the 
Confucius Say Stakes on the same card. 
He broke on top and never looked back, 
crossing the finish line 3 Vi lengths in 
front. 

That afternoon at Laurel Park, 
Absatootly was best in the Primonetta 
Stakes. Prepared for her racing career 
by Donna Freyer at her Custom Care 
facility, Absatootly stalked the leaders 
while four-wide before taking command 


went for $425,000. Kip Elser of Kirkwood 
Stables consigned a Super Saver filly 
that brought $290,000. James Layden 
sold a Morning Line colt for $180,000. 
Marcus and Crystal Ryan of Aiken had 
a successful pinhook, selling a filly by 
Violence for $75,000. 

Congratulations to all! 


This daughter of Quality Road, who 
trained at one time in Aiken with Brad 
Stauffer and Ron Stevens’ Legacy Stable, 
trailed the field of 14 early before flying 
home a 114-length winner in the L/s-mile 
event. Abel Tasman is now trained by 
Bob Baffert and was ridden to victory 
by Mike Smith. The Oaks win was her 
fourth in seven career starts, her second 
Grade 1, and her fourth consecutive top- 
two finish in graded stakes. 


at the eighth pole and drawing clear to 
win by 1 Vi lengths. 

Party Boat scored in the Memories 
of Silver Stakes, a IVL-mile turf test 
for 3-year-old fillies at Aqueduct April 
23. Third for the first three-quarters of 
a mile, she joined the leader inside the 
eighth pole, went head and head to the 
finish line and drew clear in the shadow 
of the wire. Party Boat learned her early 
lessons under the direction of Travis 
Durr and Webb Carroll at the Webb 
Carroll Training Center in St. Matthews. 

It was a gold star day for the Webb 
Carroll Training Center May 5 as 
Abel Tasman hit the wire first in the 
Kentucky Oaks-Gl at Churchill Downs. 
It is a great honor to earn a spot in 
the starting gate for this 3-year-old 
filly classic and an “over the moon” 
experience for all the connections to win 
it! Abel Tasman was dead last of 14 early 
on. Over 16 lengths behind the leader 
after a half mile, she launched her bid 
six wide around the turn before making 
the lead inside the three-sixteenths pole 
and surging home a lWlength winner. 

Kentucky Derby Day, May 6, saw 
Arklow emerge on top in a hard fought, 
courageous effort in the American Turf 
Stakes-G2 for 3-year-olds. Arklow was 
prepared for his racing career at the 
Elloree Training Center of Franklin 
“Goree” Smith. Seventh early on, 
Arklow gradually improved his position, 
hitting the front in deep stretch and 
winning by a length 

Someday Soon proved best in the 
Tomboy Stakes at Belterra Park in 
Ohio May 14- Webb Carroll Training 
Center orchestrated Someday Soon’s 
breaking process. The 3-year-old filly 
was second for the first half mile before 
taking command down the stretch and 
controlling the race to the wire. 

Modern, who learned his early lessons 
from Tim Jones, head of the Darley 
operation in Aiken, went wire-to-wire 
in the George Royal Stakes at Hastings 
Park in Canada May 14- This was 
Modern’s ninth win, seventh in a stakes, 


South Carolina strong 
at Timonium 


Webb Carroll Training Center 
grad Abel Tasman wins 
Kentucky Oaks 
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and 20th top-three finish in 28 career 
starts. 

On May 19, Black-Eyed Susan Day 
at Pimlico, Happy Mesa put a smile on 
many faces when she came from over 16 


lengths back to finish first in the Hilltop 
Stakes at Pimlico-her time of 1:33.61 
was .19 seconds off the 17-year 1-mile 
course record. Happy Mesa saved ground 
on the inside before swinging out five¬ 


wide into the stretch and gaining control 
inside the sixteenth pole and crossing 
the line a 1-length winner. Happy Mesa 
is a product of Goree Smith’s breaking 
program. 


South Carolina-trained winners 

Horse 

Training Center 

Date 

Track 

Type of Race 


Berned 

Kirkwood Stables 

5/20/17 

Monmouth Park 

Allowance 


Scholar Athlete 

Kirkwood Stables 

5/20/17 

Monmouth Park 

Allowance 


Spring Quality 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/20/17 

Pimlico 

Allowance 


HAPPY MESA 

Elloree Training Center 

5/19/17 

Pimlico 

Hilltop S 


Just too Much 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/19/17 

Pimlico 

Allowance 


Mizz Money 

Elloree Training Center 

5/19/17 

Gulfstream Park 

Allowance 


Summer House 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/19/17 

Pimlico 

Allowance 


Hollywood Handsome 

Elloree Training Center 

5/14/17 

Churchill Downs 

Allowance 


MODERN 

Darley - Tim Jones 

5/14/17 

Hastings Racecourse 

George Royal S 


SOMEDAY SOON 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/14/17 

Belterra Park 

Tomboy S 


Gigantic Breeze 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/13/17 

Woodbine 

Allowance 


Talk Less 

Holly Hill - Jane Dunn 

5/13/17 

Thistledown 

Allowance 


Black Tide 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/12/17 

Belmont Park 

Allowance 


Bombard 

Holly Hill - Jane Dunn 

5/12/17 

Santa Anita Park 

Allowance 


Dan the Go to Man 

Holly Hill - Jane Dunn 

5/12/17 

Churchill Downs 

Allowance 


Defy 

McCutchen Training Center 

5/12/17 

Indiana Grand 

Allowance 


Duff 

Custom Care - Donna Freyer 

5/12/17 

Thistledown 

Allowance 


Presence of Mind 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/12/17 

Belmont Park 

Maiden special weight 


Red Corvette 

Kirkwood Stables 

5/12/17 

Arlington Park 

Claiming 


Will She 

Aiken - Mike Keogh 

5/12/17 

Woodbine 

Allowance 


If You Say So 

Holly Hill - Jane Dunn 

5/10/17 

Belmont Park 

Maiden special weight 


Spartianos 

Elloree Training Center 

5/7/17 

Laurel Park 

Allowance 


ARKLOW 

Elloree Training Center 

5/6/17 

Churchill Downs 

American Turf S-G2 


ABEL TASMAN 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/5/17 

Churchill Downs 

Kentucky Oaks-Gl 


Gifted Justice 

McCutchen Training Center 

5/5/17 

Indiana Grand 

Allowance 


Honeymoon Cruise 

Shuler Stables 

5/5/17 

Charles Town 

Allowance 


Spanish Harlem 

Elloree Training Center 

5/5/17 

Belmont Park 

Allowance 


Tradfest 

Elloree Training Center 

5/5/17 

Laurel Park 

Starter allowance 


Mayor Mac 

Elloree Training Center 

5/4/17 

Churchill Downs 

Allowance 


Point System 

Holly Hill - Jane Dunn 

5/4/17 

Laurel Park 

Maiden special weight 


Midnight Blvd 

Custom Care - Donna Freyer 

5/3/17 

Indiana Grand 

Allowance 


Tequila Roar 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/2/17 

Finger Lakes 

Allowance 


Are You Kidding Me 

Elloree Training Center 

4/29/17 

Woodbine 

Allowance 


Giovanna Blues 

Aiken - Legacy Stable 

4/29/17 

Laurel Park 

Allowance 


Egg Roll 

Holly Hill - Jane Dunn 

4/27/17 

Keeneland 

Maiden special weight 


Manitoulin 

Kirkwood Stables 

4/27/17 

Keeneland 

Allowance 


Moon Star Magic 

Aiken - Rafter 

4/27/17 

Charles Town 

Allowance 


Blue Ridge Mist 

Shuler Stables 

4/26/17 

Charles Town 

Maiden special weight 


Gelato Gal 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

4/26/17 

Mountaineer Park 

Maiden special weight 


Gorgeous Kitten 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

4/26/17 

Keeneland 

Allowance 


Weekend Liberty 

Shuler Stables 

4/26/17 

Charles Town 

Allowance 


Melville 

Darley - Tim Jones 

4/23/17 

Golden Gate 

Starter allowance 


PARTY BOAT 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

4/23/17 

Aqueduct 

Memories of Silver S 


ABSATOOTLY 

Custom Care - Donna Freyer 

4/22/17 

Laurel Park 

Primonetta S 


Daylight Breeze 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

4/22/17 

Woodbine 

Allowance 


He’s Dann Good 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

4/22/17 

Hawthorne 

Starter allowance 


Mr Harlan 

Wes Carter 

4/22/17 

Aqueduct 

Allowance 


SLIP THE CABLE 

Shuler Stables 

4/22/17 

Charles Town 

Confucious Say S 


SPA CREEK 

Shuler Stables 

4/22/17 

Charles Town 

Original Gold S 


Superduper Sky 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

4/22/17 

Woodbine 

Allowance 


Sparty Boy 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

4/21/17 

Keeneland 

Starter allowance 


Coal Front 

Kirkwood Stables 

4/20/17 

Keeneland 

Maiden special weight 


Go Vo 

Fenwick Farm 

4/20/17 

Keeneland 

Claiming 


You're Welcome 

Holly Hill - Jane Dunn 

4/20/17 

Hawthorne 

Maiden special weight 














































# VIRGINIA 

New Virginia Certified Bonus Program Planned 


The VAHBPA and VTA are proud to introduce a new 
Virginia Certified Bonus Program beginning in July, pending 
approval of the Virginia Racing Commission at its July 6th 
scheduled meeting. 

The residency program, similar in part to the Delaware 
Certified model, will reward owners who raise or train their 
horses in the Commonwealth for at least six months prior 
to December 31st of their horses two-year-old year. Upon 
completion of their six-month residency in Virginia, these 
Virginia Certified horses will earn a 25% owners bonus for 
winning any non-Virginia restricted race in the Mid-Atlantic 
region (NY, NJ, PA, DE, MD, WV). They will also be eligible to 
run in any Virginia-bred or sired restricted races. 

“The new Certified Program is a natural extension of our 
current owners bonus program, which has been incredibly 
popular with owners of Virginia-bred and sired horses. When 
you add these two programs together along with the expanded 
number of Virginia-bred and sired races in Maryland and West 
Virginia, it really will provide horses bred or raised in Virginia 
with year-round economic opportunities. Even when Colonial 
Downs was open, we were not able to give Virginia owners 
the chance to earn money year-round,” noted VTA Executive 
Director, Debbie Easter. “We hope that rewarding owners 
who do business in Virginia will contribute to the long-term 
economic prosperity of Virginia agriculture and will encourage 
the preservation of farmland here in the Commonwealth.” 

The program will begin with foals of 2016 and 2017, who 
may start their residency requirements immediately. Owners 
will begin to receive awards in 2018 for their horses that have 
completed six months of Virginia residency. 

“Obviously we are hoping to create new business for 
Virginia farms and trainers, but there are also a large number 
of Virginians who foal out of state and then raise their horses 
in the Commonwealth. These folks have never been able to 
participate in our incentive programs because they do not foal 
here in Virginia,” added Easter. “Stellar Wind is the most recent 
example of what our Virginia breeders routinely produce, 
but Grade 1 winners such as Go For Gin, Secret Hello, 

Flower Alley, Funny Moon and Tonalist were raised in the 
Commonwealth and certainly created economic activity. Now 
those Virginia owners will also participate in our incentive 
programs.” 

Current incentive plans for Virginia-bred horses will not 
change. Virginia breeders will still receive breeder bonuses 



Virginia-bred Chorus Line earned three separate bonuses for her owners in 
2016 courtesy of the HBPA/VTA Mid-Atlantic incentive program. The 4 year 
old Parading filly won a pair at Aqueduct and a maiden claimer at Belmont. 
Photo courtesy of Adam Coglianese. 

for wins anywhere in the country. Owners of Virginia-bred 
or sired horses are paid a 25% bonus for any non-Virginia 
restricted win in the six Mid-Atlantic states area. “The current 
owners bonus program has been extremely popular, and 
we believe it is adding value to our Virginia-bred and sired 
horses,” Easter remarked. 

The VTA and VAHBPA have a shared mission to promote 
and expand the horse breeding and horse racing industries 
in Virginia. Easter commented, “With the lack of live 
thoroughbred racing days in the state, the VTA and VAHBPA 
Boards are working to provide our breeders and owners with 
as many opportunities to earn money as possible.” 


We Are Looking For You: 


Three Crowns Farm 
Timothy Hopkins 
Al & Michelle Crawford Racing 


Please contact the VTA office to collect your owner’s 
bonus money. If you have already contacted the VTA 
office and sent in your W-9, Please disregard. 




























Virginia Racing Commission Approves Third Series Of Virginia-Bred Stakes and Overnight 
Off Track Betting Center Location Races Set For Maryland, West Virginia 



The VEA’s first OTB opened at Breakers Sports Grille on November 2nd 
last year. The group's third one is expected to open in mid or late summer 
this year. 


The Virginia Racing Commission (VRC) gave the VEA 
approval to proceed with a third Off Track Betting Center at 
its recent June meeting. The new site will be in Chesapeake, 
at Buckets Bar & Grille on Battlefield Boulevard in the Great 
Bridge neighborhood. The goal is to open the Buckets OTB in 
mid- to late summer, pending approval of a conditional use 
permit by that locality. The VEA hopes to next open sites in 
Hampton and Martinsville/Henry County. 

The first OTB opened in November at Breakers Sports 
Grille in the West End area of Richmond, while the second 
opened at Ponies & Pints downtown in the Shockoe Bottom 
section. Both continue to do solid business. For the first five 
months of this year, Breakers handled $4.8 million while 
Ponies & Pints generated $3.3 million in wagers. On Kentucky 
Derby Day alone, the two combined to handle $240,000. When 
combining OTB handle with bets generated via the four ADW 
companies and at the spring Virginia Gold Cup races, the five- 
month Virginia handle total stands at over $43 million. 


The VRC also approved the HBPA’s request to fund a series 
of races that will be contested in Maryland and West Virginia. 
Three showcase race days at Laurel will feature a slate of 
Virginia-bred turf stakes while ten individual restricted races 
will be contested at either Laurel or Charles Town from July 
through November. 

Virginia Breeders’ Day at Laurel kicks off the schedule on 
June 24th with second editions of the $75,000 Edward Evans, 
Nellie Mae Cox, and White Oak Farm Stakes, along with the 
inaugural Tyson Gilpin Stakes. Virginia Day at Laurel follows 
on August 5th with a four-pack of new offerings - the $75,000 
Hansel, William Backer, Meadow Stable, and Camptown 
Stakes. The campaign concludes with Commonwealth Day at 
Laurel on September 30th with five long running staples - the 
$60,000 Bert Allen, Brookmeade, Punch Line, Oakley, and 
Jamestown Stakes. A pair of Virginia-bred maiden sprints 
will complement the June 24th card, while a pair of one-mile 
maiden races will join the August 5th program. Specific dates 
and conditions of the ten individual events can be found at 
vabred.org and virginiahorseracing.com. 



Virginia-bred Rose Brier won the Bert Allen Stakes for the third straight 
year in 2016. The 8 year old Mizzen Mast gelding also won the inaugural 
Edward Evans Stakes last summer. Photo courtesy of Jim McCue. 


Virginia Thoroughbred Association 

President: Brooke Royster Vice President: Gillian Gordon-Moore Treasurer: Susan Hart Past President: Wayne Chatfield-Taylor 
Directors: A. Ferris Allen, III, Sean Clancy, Susan Cooney, Donna Dennehy, Dr. Sam English, Jim Fitzgerald, Richard Freer, Dr. Alfred C. 
Griffin, Jr., Carol Holden, Tommy Lee Jones, Louisa W. Lenehan, Lee Ann Smith, 

Cynthia Tucker, John White, Rene Woolcott 



Visit www.vabred.org—the best source for Virginia breeding and racing news 

For more information on the Virginia Breeders Fund or Virginia Stakes Program, please contact the VTA. 

250 West Main Street, Suite 100, Charlottesville, VA, 22902 | (434) 977-3716 | www.vabred.org 
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The Pursuit of Perfection 

by Jeff Gilleas 



Bullet Fever’s West Virginia-bred Horse of the Year honors were presented by 
WVTBA treasurer Betty Stehr (center) to the colt’s breeder John McKee. 


Pleasure in the job puts 
perfection in the work 

-Aristotle 

T he racing business is full of 
everyday dreamers and 
highbrow visionaries. 

In a rational world does anyone 
candidly believe that their next 
acquisition or homegrown progeny 
can attain the ultimate in the pursuit 
of perfection? 

Especially when one factors in the 
extensiveness of obstacles lurking 
around every bend in this amazing 
game of chance. 

One horse based in West 
Virginia continues to successfully 
negotiate the minefield of imposing 
circumstances and remain 
undefeated: Bullets Fever. 

The now 4-year-old gray/roan son 
of Fiber Sonde out of Ghost Canyon 
unmistakably gives the physical 
appearance of being carved out 
of granite by the racing gods, as he 
deservedly was crowned the 2016 
West Virginia Bred Horse of the Year. 


His sire. Fiber Sonde, entered 
stud in 2008 at age 3, and is the 
property of John McKee and Cyndy 
O'Bannon, also the proprietors of 
Beau Ridge Farm where the son 


of Unbridled's Song stands for the 
modest sum of $1,000 live foal. 

Said McKee, "Fiber Sonde was 
unraced due to an injury as a 
youngster, but his regal pedigree 
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and compelling build persuaded me 
to take a chance on standing him 
at stud. I purchased him at the 2007 
Keeneland November breeding 
stock sale." 

If you do your homework it's not 
hard to see why Fiber Sonde has 
been a productive stallion. His dam. 
Silken Cat was the champion 2-year- 
old filly in Canada in 1995, and 
produced as her first foal champion 
sprinter and top sire Speightstown. 
Her final foal, the Tiznow colt Irap, 
won this year's Blue Grass Stakes-G2 
and was Grade 1-placed last year. 

People constantly ask Big John 
why he hasn't raised the stud fee on 
Fiber Sonde since he has more than 
proven his worth. 

The reasoning is simple: "I want 
to breed and raise as many horses 
for our West Virginia breeding/ 
development program." 

Fiber Sonde may have appeared 
damaged goods coming into the 
Keeneland sale, but he currently 
ranks as one of the finest stallions in 
the Mid-Atlantic region. 

In addition to Bullets Fever, his 
noteworthy offspring include Hidden 
Canyon, Flirting Song, Aye a Song, 
and current star 3-year-old filly 
Moonlit Song. 

Over the years, John McKee 
has used a proven formula to raise 
capital and expand his stallion's 
diversity; select one or two dynamic 
yearlings and sell them to an 
exclusive company of horsemen. 

Thus far, the main beneficiaries in 
this undertaking have been Javier 
Contreras and Jeff Runco. 

Runco, the industrious leading 
trainer at Charles Town, never rests 
on his laurels and is constantly in 
the market for a suitable horse to 
reinforce his talented stable. 

Runco, owner David Raim and 
John McKee came to an amicable 
financial solution on Bullets Fever as 
a yearling, and it has been a wise 
decision. 

Regular jockey Arnaldo 
Bocachica stated, "Bullets Fever 
showed a level of professionalism 
from the moment he stepped on the 
track. I've won seven races on him 
and he has that second gear only 
good horses possess." 

It's no fluke that Bullets Fever 
would carry on the family tradition 
of excellence when you examine 
his full brother Hidden Canyon's past 
performances. 


The bay gelding competed for 
owner/trainer Contreras from 2012 
through last year and was admired 
for his intense speed and the ability 
to carry it a distance of ground. 

Hidden Canyon won his debut as 
a 2-year-old and finished his career 
with 15 starts, nine wins, four seconds 
and a third, won two stakes, and 
earned just shy of $320,000. 

Bullets Fever did not let his big 
brother down, as he too broke his 
maiden at first asking at 2, and 
followed with a decisive victory in 
the West Virginia Vincent Moscarelli 
Memorial on Breeders Classic night. 

In only his second lifetime effort, 
the robust juvenile laid waste to the 
competition, winning by 5 lengths 
and stopping the teletimer in a 
snappy 1:19.76 seconds for the 
672 furlongs. 

Three weeks later. Bullets Fever 
and another budding star on the 
Charles Town horizon, John McKee's 
homebred Fiber Sonde filly Aye a 
Song, met in the Tri-State Futurity. 

The "Battle of the Unblemished" 
was decided on their home court at 
7 furlongs. 

Bullets Fever and Aye a Song ran 
neck-and-neck from the half-mile 
pole to the wire. Nostrils were flared, 
muscles were flexed, riders were 
locked in a duel for the ages. 

At the finish line, fans were as 
exhausted as the two combatants. 
Bullets Fever edged out the filly by 
the scant margin of a neck. 

The team of Raim and Runco 
knew the quality of their runner was 
secured and he earned the winter 
off. 

In the spring, backstretch sources 
began to speculate when the 
marvel of Barn 13 would reappear? 


Their questions were answered on 
the evening of April 23, in the Coin 
Collector Stakes. 

Breaking from his outside post, 
the sophomore colt quickly asserted 
his readiness, blazing through sharp 
fractions en route to a handy 
4-length win in :51.82. 

He took his show on the road for 
his next two outings, allowances at 
Mountaineer Park in May and, a true 
test of manhood, at Pimlico in June. 

The Pimlico race was a defining 
moment, as the small-town hero 
earned the respect of the big city 
participants, leading at every call 
and holding on to win by a neck in a 
three-horse photo while attaining his 
career best speed figure. 

Bullets Fever ran what many 
perceived to be his finest 
demonstration next out in the Robert 
G. Leavitt Stakes in August. 

Facing seven challengers, jockey 
Bocachica opted to control matters 
from the onset and urged his mount 
to the lead. The opening quarter 
was a slow :24.40. His rivals, lulled to 
sleep early, responded in unison to 
engage their unvanquished target. 

Smartly keeping some energy 
in reserve. Bullets Fever repeatedly 
turned back challengers' advances 
and crossed the finish line victorious, 
getting 7 furlongs in 1:24.04. 

He closed out the year on the 
biggest stage for state-breds: 
Breeders Classics night. A sloppy 
track did nothing to slow him down 
as he turned back eight others in the 
W.Va. Lottery Breeders Classic. 

Five wins from as many starts 
during the year nailed the 2016 
championship as West Virginia-bred 
3-year-old male title as well as Horse 
of the Year. 


NOTES TO MEMBERS 

♦ The 10-10-10 program is now called the Supplemental Purse Award 
Claim, for which there are new forms. All claims must be submitted to the WV 
Racing Commission within 15 days from the date the purse is awarded. Claim 
forms are available on the WV Racing Commission website, www.racing.wv.gov. 

♦ If you are selling or planning to sell your accredited WV-bred and/or sired 
horse, please contact the WVTBA. The WVTBA has started supplying sellers of 

accredited WV-bred and/or sired horses with hip stickers and stall-card 
stickers to make it easier for buyers to identify these horses. Contact the 
WVTBA office at (304) 728-6868 or by e-mail at wvbreeders@gmail.com. 

♦ WV Certificates will be issued seven to 10 days after the WVTBA receives 
the original registration form application, all required paperwork and payment. 

♦ We’ve moved! The new WVTBA office is located at 110 South George Street, 
Suite 4, Charles Town, WV 25414. Hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.Tuesday through 
Saturday. More information may be found at www.wvtba.net. 




The Steeplechase Fund supports 
industry participants in need 


Guided by National Steeplechase Association 
officers, The Steeplechase Fund continues to 
provide multiple layers of safety-net assistance 
to the sport’s participants—as it has since the 
charitable fund’s founding in 1953. 

While benefits of The Steeplechase Fund are 
available to all present and former jump-racing 
participants, its resources largely have been 
directed to jockeys injured in NSA-sanctioned 
races in recent decades, and it is widely known 
as the injured jockeys fund. Since 1998, The 
Steeplechase Fund has covered nearly $200,000 
in medical expenses for jockeys. 

In a letter to members and licensees, NS A 
President Guy J. Torsilieri emphasized the 
organization’s commitment to its jockeys. “The 
NS A and The Steeplechase Fund are committed 
to the well-being of our jockeys. Period,” he said. 
“Since 1953, The Steeplechase Fund has been 
providing assistance grants to all participants who 
hit hard times. But we have gone beyond the grants 
to providing comprehensive safety-net protection 
for our jockeys and their families.” 

The Steeplechase Fund and the NS A provide 
three layers of safety-net protection for the sport’s 
jockeys. The first layer, initiated in 2011, is to 
require that all licensed jockeys carry health-care 
insurance. If the health-care policy does not cover 
some costs, including deductibles and co-pays, the 
jockey may submit those bills to The Steeplechase 
Fund for reimbursement. 

The second layer also was initiated in 2011 
when the NS A obtained blanket accident-insurance 
coverage for all jockeys in sanctioned races. 
The policy provides up to $1-million in medical 
coverage and $200 weekly disability payments for 
up to two years. 

The NSA commits 60% of each jockey’s annual 



license fee to the blanket accident coverage. 
The remainder of the premium is paid by The 
Steeplechase Fund. The premium exceeds 


Jack Fisher, the National Steeplechase 
Association’s champion trainer for the last five 
years, jumped out to a sizable lead in the spring 
season, racking up 14 wins and 2017 purses of 
$633,300 through the Fair Hill meet in late May. 

His closest competitor by both wins and 
purses is Hall of Fame member Jonathan 
Sheppard, who had eight wins and $199,050 
in purses in the spring meet. Ricky Hendriks is 
in third position with seven wins and $ 188,750 
in purse earnings. 

Fisher client Bruton Street-US led the 
owner table with six wins from 15 starts and 
earnings of $275,400. A close second is reigning 


$25,000 annually, and The Steeplechase Fund 
picks up more than half of that expense. 

Finally, The Steeplechase Fund provides 
assistance grants to injured jockeys and other 
industry participants who are unable to work. 
Those grants are considered on a case-by-case 
basis and have totaled more than $75,000 since 
2001. 

The Steeplechase Fund is administered 
by a board of trustees comprising the NSA’s 
president, vice president, and treasurer. It is 
sustained by its modest investment portfolio, 
by fines from jockey infractions, and by 
donations from concerned individuals. As a 
501 (c) (3), charitable entity, all donations are 
tax-deductible to the extent permitted by the 
federal tax code. 

To make a donation to The Steeplechase 
Fund, please contact the NSA office at (410) 
392-0700. 


champion owner Irv Naylor with $268,700. 

Bruton Street-US’s Scorpiancer, trained by 
Fisher, topped the spring season with victories 
in the $200,000 Calvin Houghland Iroquois 
(Gr. 1) and $50,000 Temple Gwathmey 
(Gr. 3). His earnings were $150,000. In the 
second spot with $96,000 is Wendy Hendriks’ 
Surprising Soul, trained by Ricky Hendriks. 

Reigning champion jockey Kieran Norris, 
who was injured at the Radnor Hunt Races 
in May, led the spring riders table with eight 
wins, one more than Sean McDermott, Jack 
Doyle, Ross Geraghty, and Darren Nagle. 


Fisher jumps out to big spring lead 



Go Jump Racing! 
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Jump racing moves to the race tracks this 
nonth, with two afternoons of racing for 
iteeplechase horses at Parx Racing outside 
Philadelphia and the start of Saratoga Race 
bourse’s rich program of races. 

The summer action begins at Parx on 
Sunday, July 9, with a $25,000 flat race that 
s limited to horses who have finished in the 
op three in a sanctioned steeplechase race, 
f sufficient entries are received on June 30, 
he race will be split into two divisions with 
>25,000 pots in each. 

Two days later, the National Fences will go 
ip on the Bensalem, Pa., turf course for two 
ump races. An overnight handicap hurdle at 2 
[/16 miles will carry a $35,000 purse. That race 
s limited to horses with National Steeplechase 
Yssociation ratings of 120 or lower. Also at 2 
L/16 miles will be a $30,000 Sport of Kings 
naiden hurdle. 

Later in July, the action swings to Saratoga 
lace Course and the start of a 10-race schedule 
)f jump races with scheduled purses of 
>765,000. An early highlight of the program is 
he $150,000 A. P. Smithwick Memorial (Gr. 
[). The 2 1/16-mile Smithwick moves to the 
irst full week of Saratoga’s season and will be 
itaged on Thursday, July 27. 

The sport’s leading horses return to Upstate 
'iew York on Thursday, Aug. 24, for the 
>150,000 New York Turf Writers Cup (Gr. 1) 
it 2 3/8 miles. Like the Smithwick Memorial, 
landicap weights for the New York Turf 
Yriters will be influenced by the NS A ratings 
or all winners currently in competition. 


The Fields Stable s Portrade led at every call and won the 2016 New York Turf Writ¬ 
ers Cup (Gr. 1), one of two Grade 1 races on the Saratoga calendar. 

TOD MARKS PHOTO 


The $75,000 Jonathan Kiser Novice Stakes, 
also at 2 1/16 miles, kicks off the program 
a day earlier. Also on the schedule for the 
novices—horses in their first seasons of racing 
over fences—is the $75,000 Michael G. Walsh 
Novice Stakes at 2 3/8 miles on Wednesday, 


Aug. 23. 

The NSA’s filly and mare division has two 
scheduled races, the $75,000 Mrs. Ogden 
Phipps at 2 1/16 miles on Thursday, Aug. 3, 
and the $75,000 Mrs. Walter M. Jeffords at 2 
3/8 miles on Thursday, Aug. 31. 
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Jump racing moves to race tracks; 
Saratoga offers strong program 
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History Lessons 


Parlo: champion who left a legacy 


In the 20th century, 63 runners bred in the Mid- 
Atlantic were named national champions. Mid- 
Atlantic Thoroughbred tahes a look at one of 
those luminaries. 

amed horseman and industry giant 
William duPont Jr. created masterpieces. 
Fair Hill, Delaware 
Park, the Iroquois Steeple¬ 
chase course and a Thor¬ 
oughbred breeding opera¬ 
tion under his Foxcatcher 
banner that left a lasting 
legacy. Many good home- 
breds descended from Fair 
Star, a duPont yearling pur¬ 
chase in 1925 who devel¬ 
oped into a champion filly at 
2. Among the best was two- 
time champion Parlo. 

She was a delicate filly, slightly built, 
barely 15.2 hands (which columnist Charles 
Hatton considered a “generous calculation”), 
yet could run fast, long, and carry heavy 
imposts. “Observing her in the paddock, one 
would be perplexed to identify the source of 
her ability to carry heavy weights for big dis¬ 
tances in the best company,” Hatton wrote. 


Parlo, out of Fairy Palace, was born at 
duPont’s Walnut Hall Farm in Boyce, Va., 
on April 12, 1951, and took after her “small¬ 
ish” sire *Heliopolis (a son of the legend¬ 
ary Hyperion). Trainer Dick Handlen sent 
the petite chestnut filly out seven times at 
2 and she managed one win at Aqueduct 
in September, but dis¬ 
played class —and a pro¬ 
pensity for a wet track— 
when second over a 
sloppy Jamaica oval in 
the Demoiselle Stakes. 

Parlo “broadened 
noticeably at 3,” com¬ 
mented duPont, adding 
“her improvement phys¬ 
ically may be traced in 
her 1954 racing record.” 
She lost her first three 
starts, all at 6 furlongs, before recording her 
first stakes win in the Delaware Oaks in late 
June. Racing historian Joe Estes noted: “just 
before the race there was a shower, which left 
the track just the way she liked it.” 

Consecutive wins in the Alabama, Bel¬ 
dame and Firenze—the latter two against 
older rivals—while giving away large chunks 


of weight sealed a championship. “The pat¬ 
tern was the same. . . the Foxcatcher home¬ 
bred flashing to the front in the first furlong 
and running all her rivals off their feet,” 
wrote Hatton. 

The imposts grew larger at 4. Parlo was 
second in her debut while giving the winner 
11 pounds at Belmont Park, then won the Top 
Flight Handicap one week later in track record 
time under 126 pounds. Next up was the 
Delaware Handicap, the richest race for fillies 
and mares in the world. Saddled with 128 
pounds, she won easily over top 3-year-old 
filly High Voltage, defending Del ’Cap win¬ 
ner Gainsboro Girl and 10 others. That win 
earned her a second handicap championship. 

It took more than a year before she 
won again. In between she was assigned as 
much as 129 pounds, giving 18 to the win¬ 
ner Searching when third in the Vagrancy, 
and in her only attempt against males, was 
a well-beaten third behind Social Outcast in 
the Saratoga Handicap. Her final win, the 
Bellerose Handicap at Jamaica in the summer 
of 1956, came over a sloppy track. 

As a broodmare, Parlo once again proved 
mighty. Her son Ambernash was a graded 
stakes sire, her daughter All Beautiful pro¬ 
duced Horse of the Year Arts and Letters. 
Other direct descendants include Hall of 
Famer Zaccio and multimillionaire Waquoit. 





Hall of Famer Shelby “Pike ” Barnes winning on Proctor Knott in 
Louis Maurer’s depiction of the 1888 First Futurity at Jerome 
Park. Read more about NSLM’s painting at midatlantictb.com. 


They rode to win 

The National Sporting Library and Museum in 
Middleburg, Va., is dedicated to preserving, shar¬ 
ing andpromoting the literature, art and culture of 
horse and field sports. The following is by Anne 
Marie Barnes, Clarice and Robert H. Smith 
Educator. For more, see nslmblog.wordpress.com. 

A mid trainers, grooms and thousands of 
spectators at the racetrack, no individu¬ 
als are easier to identify than the bright¬ 
ly clad jockeys. They are a symbol of power, 
skill and grace, a psychological link between 
man and horse. African-American jockeys 
are no exception. 

Early American racing history was direct¬ 
ly shaped by black hands. Slaves and freed 
men alike raced and trained Thoroughbreds. 
After the Civil War, former slaves became 
paid jockeys and stable staff at the farms and 
plantations where they grew up taking care 
of horses. Their knowledge of and connec¬ 
tion with racehorses were an underpinning 
of American racing, and many races featured 
African-American jockeys, often in equal 
number to white competitors. In the first 28 
Kentucky Derbies (1875-1903), 15 winners 
were African-American. 


Men like Isaac Murphy, Oliver Lewis, 
Shelby “Pike” Barnes, and others used the 
stereotype of black athleticism to garner 
respect and greater social and economic free¬ 
dom. Some were able to negotiate salaries of 
up to $400,000 in today’s money, an income 
almost unheard of for black Americans at the 
time. They raced with a passion familiar to all 
sport lovers. After an 1890 win at Sheepshead 
Bay, Isaac Murphy told a reporter simply, “I 
ride to win.” 

However, the heyday of black American 
jockeys came to an end. Jim Crow laws and 
1896’s “separate but equal” ruling in Plessy v. 


Ferguson made it harder and 
harder for black jockeys to find 
employment. While African- 
Americans were welcomed as 
trainers, grooms and stable 
hands throughout the 20th cen¬ 
tury, they were often shut out 
from the more visible and lucra¬ 
tive position of jockey. Although 
tracks are now desegregated and 
several black jockeys have been 
s elected into the National 
Museum of Racing’s Hall of 
Fame, there are significantly 
fewer African-Americans wear¬ 
ing silks today. According to a 
2013 Jockey’s Guild study, there are only 
about 30 African-Americans in a member¬ 
ship of nearly 1,000. 

Racing contributions and successes by 
black jockeys demonstrate the value of repre¬ 
sentation—on the track and on canvas. 
African-American jockeys in the closing 
years of the 19th century dominated the 
sport in many ways. Yes, they won countless 
races and took home impressive purses. But 
they also showed —and still show—great 
tenacity and passion. They are smart, skilled, 
and talented competitors whose achieve¬ 
ments continue to inspire us. 
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Looking Back 



Preakness celebrity sightings: Oprah Winfrey and M.C. Hammer (owner of Dance Floor), and Lil E. Tee. 


25years ago 

I Lil E. Tee made history by becoming 
the first Pennsylvania-bred to win the 
Kentucky Derby-Gl, scoring by a length 
at 16-1 over Casual Lies, with New Jersey- 
bred Dance Floor third. 

Bred by Larry Littman and foaled at 
Dr. Bill Solomon’s Pin Oak Lane Farm 
in New Freedom, the colt was sold pri¬ 
vately as a yearling for $2,000 already 
named—the “Lil” was for Lawrence I. 
Littman, and the E. Tee was a nickname 
he had gotten as a foal. The colt had suf¬ 
fered from colic episodes in late spring of 
his yearling year, eventually having surgery 
to remove part of his intestine, and was 


described as a “terrible mover, who car¬ 
ried his head way high,” thus Littman was 
advised to sell him as soon as he could. 

Littman noted there were no regrets: 
“Sure I’d love to have him back. But, on 
the other hand, I’d also like to unbuy 
about 75 percent of all the horses I’ve 
ever bought.” 

I Hopes for a Triple Crown were dashed 
when Lil E. Tee finished fifth in the 
Preakness, after which it was determined 
he had bled. Pine Bluff, John Ed Antho¬ 
ny’s homebred son of Danzig, won the 
middle jewel as the lukewarm favorite. 

Pine Bluff was Kentucky-bred, but 
descended from deep Maryland roots, 
tracing back to one of Mr. and Mrs. Stuart 
Janney’s Locust Hill Farm foundation 


mares, Bold Irish. The Janneys sold Bold 
Irish’s Maryland-bred yearling grand¬ 
daughter by Rambunctious to Bernard 
and Arlene Daney of Delaware, who 
named her Ramhyde. A stakes winner and 
graded stakes-placed, Ramhyde produced 
as her first foal the Pennsylvania-bred 
Halo filly Rowdy Angel. Consigned by 
the Daneys at the Saratoga yearling sale, 
Rowdy Angel was purchased by Anthony 
for $85,000. She failed to win in 13 starts, 
but made up for it by producing Grade 1 
winner Demons Begone as her first foal, 
and Pine Bluff as her sixth. 

Rowdy Angel's seventh foal, Pine Bluffs 
stakes-placedfull-sister Angel Fever, was sold by 
Anthony for $525,000 as a young broodmare in 
1994. She produced Kentucky Derby-Gl winner 
Fusaichi Pegasus three years later. 

I The careers of Mid-Atlantic-breds 
Missy’s Mirage and Rubiano continued to 
spiral upward. New Jersey-bred Missy’s 
Mirage, bred and owned by Joseph and 
William Stavola, won back-to-back Grade 
1 stakes at Belmont Park in May. She 
nailed the Shuvee Handicap by a nose 
before capturing the Hempstead three 
weeks later, prompting Hall of Fame 
trainer Allen Jerkens to state “this might 
be the best horse I’ve trained.” 

Virginia-bred Rubiano got up in the 
final strides to take Aqueduct’s Grade 1 
Carter Handicap at 7 furlongs, his third 
graded win in a row, for Centennial Farms. 



Bowling Brook Farm’s indoor training track was one of the oldest in the country. 


50years ago 

I Dr. Raymond Murphy took over the 
lease of famed Bowling Brook Farm in 
Middleburg, Md., from trainer Henry 
Clark, signing on for 10 years. Murphy 
stated that all of the boarders would 
remain, as well as farm manager Harry 
Green. A 36-year-old veterinarian from 
Kentucky, Murphy was well-known as a 
close friend of Mike Ford, of Kauai King 
fame, as well as Ford’s business agent and 
veterinarian. 

Murphy also purchased another farm 
six miles away. “My ultimate plans are 
to make the farm I bought [240-acre 
Babylon Farm] the stallion and brood¬ 
mare headquarters. Bowling Brook, which 
has a three-quarter-mile outdoor track 
and an eighth-of-a-mile indoor track, will 
be primarily for training older horses and 
breaking yearlings,” he said. 

Bowling Brook was founded in 1878 
by R. Wyndham Walden, and originally 


consisted of 1,000 acres. Seven Preakness 
winners were trained at the farm by 
Walden. 

I S. Bryce Wing, former president of 
the National Steeplechase and Hunt 
Association, was selected to receive the F. 
Ambrose Clark award, presented to the 
person who had done the most during 
the past year to promote and encourage 
steeplechasing. 

Wing, an avid foxhunting and steeple¬ 
chasing enthusiast, was a resident of 


Maryland for more than 40 years. The 
77-year-old sportsman from Glyndon 
had been a racing secretary and organizer 
of numerous race meetings and point- 
to-points for a half-century, and counted 
among his achievements the founding of 
the Steeplechasing in America Manual and the 
establishment of the Steeplechase Fund 
for Disabled Jockeys, of which he was a 
trustee. 

“It is a tremendous honor,” said Wing, 
“particularly because Brose Clark and I 
were close friends.” 
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10years ago 

I In just his fifth career outing, Curlin 
overcame a stumbling start, a wide path 
on the far turn, and a stretch battle with 
Kentucky Derby-Gl winner Street Sense 
to capture the Preakness Stakes-Gl. Penn¬ 
sylvania-bred Hard Spun finished third. 

Winning for the fourth time, his 
only loss a third in the Derby, Curlin 
equaled the stakes record shared by Louis 
Quatorze and Tank’s Prospect (1:53.46). 
The colt, a powerfully built son of Smart 
Strike who didn’t make his first start until 
early February, was initially trained by 
Maryland native Helen Pitts for Midnight 
Cry Stable until sold to a partnership of 
Jess Jackson’s Stonestreet Stable, Satish 
Sanan’s Padua Stable and Maryland native 
George Bolton, with Midnight Cry retain¬ 
ing an interest. Curlin was then turned 
over to Steve Asmussen. 

A record crowd of 121,263, the larg¬ 
est gathering ever for a sporting event in 
Maryland, turned out at Pimlico for the 
classic. 

I Sean Clancy sat down with legendary 
trainer Mack Miller to talk about his 



life, his horses and his Hall of Fame 
career, of which 17 years were as private 
trainer for Paul Mellon’s Virginia-based 
Rokeby Farm. Miller, 85, trained 72 stakes 
winners, including four champions — 
Leallah, Assagai, *Hawaii and *Snow 
Knight—Kentucky Derby winner Sea 
Hero, and top 3-year-old and handicap 
horse Java Gold, whom he considered the 
best of them all. 


“I never claimed to be the best horse 
trainer,” Miller said. “I really wasn’t, but I 
never told a lie to the people I worked for, 
whether it was public or private. I always 
told the truth.” 

When Miller retired in December 1995, 
Mellon chose to disband his stable. 

I The Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 2-year-old 
sale saw 61 horses sell for six figures, eight 
more than the previous year’s record- 
breaking auction. Top price at $575,000 
was a colt by Broken Vow purchased by 
Buzz Chace for client Terry Finley’s New 
Jersey-based West Point Thoroughbreds. 

I Good Night Shirt, a Maryland-bred 
son of Breeders’ Cup Classic-Gl winner 
Concern, recorded his first Grade 1 win 
by upsetting powerhouses Sur La Tete and 
McDynamo in the Iroquois Steeplechase 
at Nashville, winning by 5% lengths. 

Owned by Virginians Ann and Sonny 
Via, the 6-year-old chestnut gelding was 
trained in Maryland by Jack Fisher, who 
noted: “They don’t write races long 
enough for him on the flat. He’s a big 
horse, a big galloping horse who loves a 
place like [the Iroquois].” 


75years ago 

I The first Thoroughbred yearling show 
sponsored by the Virginia Horsemen’s 
Association took place at the Upperville 
Horse Show grounds in late June and 
deemed a great success. The yearlings 
were judged by J.A. Estes, editor of The 
Blood-Horse , who picked as his top filly 
Brookmeade Stable’s brown daughter 
of *Challenger II—Omayya, by *Sir 
Gallahad III. His top colt was a son of 
Forty Winks out of Uganda, by *Sir 
Greysteel, shown by Governor Davis. 

The reporter noted, “As a whole it 
appeared that the colts were a better lot 
than the fillies.” 

Of Estes' top two picks ; the filly was defi¬ 
nitely better. Dare Me was a two-time stakes 
winner whose placings included a second in the 
Coaching Club American Oaks. The colt, 
named Sir Winks, won twice in 11 starts, earn¬ 
ing $830. 

M Maryland’s half-mile racing season was 
to run as usual providing there was no 
direct order from the federal government 
halting the sport. The five minor tracks 
were to hold a total of 50 days of 
summer racing. 

“It is my personal opinion that the 
racing at our half-mile tracks is not of 


Maryland-based yearlings 
headed to Saratoga 
included (from top) William 
Brann’s ^Challenger II filly 
out of the Black Toney 
mare Cheeky Sue; 
William Woodward’s 
filly by Johnstown— 
Modulation, by *Sweeper; 
and Sagamore Farm fillies, 
who were still turned out 
day and night, enjoying 
one of the farm’s hillside 
pastures. Sagamore 
was taking a total of 30 
yearlings to the sale. 


sufficient importance 
one way or another to 
affect the result of the 
war effort,” Maryland 
Racing Commission 
chairman Frank Small 
Jr. said in an interview 
with Don Reed of 
the Baltimore Sun. “We 
had this sort of racing 



even before we had 

organized sport at the mile tracks and I 
cannot believe than anyone familiar with 
the American way of life would want to 
stop it.” 

I Large consignments from area farms 
were once again being offered at Saratoga, 


including those from Sagamore Farm, 
Belair Stud and Glade Valley Farm from 
Maryland, and Nydrie Stud, Blue Ridge 
Farm, Morven Stud, Ellerslie Farm and 
Mrs. W Plunket Stewart from Virginia. 
The sale was to run from Aug. 3 through 
Aug. 14. 
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CALENDAR 


MID-ATLANTIC 

TRACKS 

Charles Town 

P.O. Box 551, Charles Town, W.Va. 
25414. (304) 725-7001; (800) 
795-7001. Racing Secretary: Charles 
McIntosh. Racing dates: Jan. 11 to 
Dec. 23; www.ctownraces.com. 

Delaware Park 

777 Delaware Park Blvd., Wilmington, 
Del. 19804. (302) 994-2521; 


beyond 
g wire 



A new cooperative effort among 
Maryland Jockey Club, Maryland Horsemen 
and Breeders, and Maryland Jockeys! 



(800) 441-6587 (outside Del.); 
tax (302) 993-8952. Racing 
Secretary: Jerome Dora. Racing dates: 
June 3 to Oct. 21; www.delpark.com. 

Laurel Park 

P.O. Box 130, Laurel, Md. 20725. 
(301)725-0400, (410) 792-7775; 
(800) 638-1859. Racing Secretary: 
Georganne Hale. Racing dates: June 9 
to Aug. 20; Sept. 8 to Dec. 31. 
www.marylandracing.com. 

Meadowlands 

East Rutherford, N.J. 07073. (201) 
842-5130. Racing Secretary: Michael 
Anifantis. Racing dates: Oct. 6 to 
Nov. 11; www.thebigm.com. 

Monmouth Park 

175 Oceanport Avenue, Oceanport, N.J. 
07757. (732) 222-5100; tax (732) 
571-8658. Racing Secretary: Michael 
Anitantis. Racing dates: May 13 to Sept. 
24; www.monmouthpark.com. 

Parx Racing 

P.O. Box 1000, Bensalem, Pa. 19020- 
2096.(215) 639-9000; 

(800) 523-6886. Racing Secretary: 
Sam Elliott. Racing dates: Jan. 1 to 
Dec. 31; www.parxracing.com. 

Penn National 

P.O. Box 32, Grantville, Pa. 17028. 
(717) 469-2211; (800) 233-8238. 
Racing Secretary: Jenny Bowman. 



2016 Zone IV 
Reserve Champion 


Tournament of 


FIVE CONSECUTIVE 
TOP TEN NATIONAL 


2016 Zone IV 
Region I Champion 


Region I High Point 
& Reserve High 
Point Rider 


Champions Series 
Reserve Champion 


THE TRADITION CONTINUES 

NEW Equine Studies Minor • Co-Ed Riding Program 
Equestrian Center steps from your dorm! 


WWW.GOUCHER.EDU/EQUESTRIAN 


GOUCHER | college 

Baltimore, Maryland 


Racing dates: Jan. 4 to Dec. 30; 
www.pennnational.com. 

Presque Isle Downs 

8199 Perry Highway, Erie, Pa. 16509. 
(866) 374-3386; pidracing@pidowns. 
com. Racing Secretary: Trade Smith. 
Racing dates: May 21 to Oct. 5; 
www.presgueisledowns.com. 

Timonium 

P.O. Box 188, Timonium, Md. 

(410) 252-0200. Racing Secretary: 
Georganne Hale. 

Racing dates: Aug. 25 to Sept. 4. 

OTHER TRACKS 

Arlington Park —May 5 to Sept. 23 
Belmont Park —April 28 to July 16; 
Sept. 8 to Oct. 29 

Churchill Downs —Sept. 15 to Oct. 1 
Del Mar —July 19 to Sept. 4 
Ellis Park— July 1 to Sept. 4 
Finger Lakes —April 22 to Nov. 28 

Golden Gate Fields —Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 19 

Gulfstream Park —April 5 to Sept. 30 
Hastings— April 16 to Oct. 22 
Indiana Grand —April 18 to Oct. 28 
Kentucky Downs —Sept. 2 to Sept. 14 
Lone Star Park —April 20 to July 30 
Los Alamitos —July 6 to July 16; 
Sept. 7 to Sept. 24 

Louisiana Downs —May 6 to Sept. 27 
Mountaineer —April 15 to Nov. 26 
Oak Tree at Pleasanton —June 21 
to July 11 

Prairie Meadows —April 27 to Aug. 12 
Santa Anita —Dec. 26 to July 4; 

Sept. 29 to Oct. 29 
Saratoga —July 21 to Sept. 4 
Suffolk Downs —July 8, 9; Aug. 5, 

6; Sept. 2, 3 

Thistledown —May 1 to Oct. 23 
Woodbine —April 15 to Dec. 10 

MID-ATLANTIC 

AUCTIONS 

Midlantic Fall Yearlings, Fasig-Tipton 
Midlantic, Timonium Sales Pavilion, 
Timonium, Md. (410) 392-5555 or 
252-5860. Oct. 3. 


OUT-OF-STATE 

AUCTIONS 

Summer Selected Horses of 
Racing Age, Fasig-Tipton Kentucky, 
Lexington, Ky. (859) 225-1555. 

July 10. 

July Selected Yearlings, 

Fasig-Tipton Kentucky, Lexington, Ky. 
(859) 225-1555. July 11. 

Saratoga Selected Yearlings, 

Fasig-Tipton New York, Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y. (518) 584-4700. 

Aug. 7, 8. 


New York-bred Yearlings, 

Fasig-Tipton New York, Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y. (518) 584-4700. 

Aug. 12,13. 

Turf Showcase, Fasig-Tipton 
Kentucky, Lexington, Ky. 

(859) 225-1555. Sept. 10. 

September Yearling, Keeneland, 
Lexington, Ky. (800) 456-3412. 

Sept. 11-23. 

REGIONAL RACE DAYS 

New Jersey Thoroughbred 
Festival, Monmouth Park, Oceanport, 
N.J. (732) 870-9718; www.njbreds. 
com. Aug. 27. 

Pennsylvania’s Day at the Races, 

Parx Racing, Bensalem, Pa. 

(610) 444-1050; www.pabred.com. 
Sept. 2. 

West Virginia Breeders Classics, 

Charles Town, Charles Town, W.Va. 
(304) 725-0709; www.wvbc.com. 
Oct. 14. 

Maryland Million, Laurel Park, Laurel, 
Md. (410) 252-2100; 
www.marylandmillion.com. Oct. 21, 

NSA SUMMER/ 

FALL MEETS 

Parx Racing, Bensalem, Pa. 

July 9,11. 

Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 
Wednesdays and Thursdays-July 26 
to Aug. 31. 

Belmont Park, Elmont, N.Y. Sept. 21. 
Shawan Downs, Hunt Valley, Md. 

Sept. 23. 

Foxfield Fall, Charlottesville, Va. 

Sept. 24. 

Tryon International, Columbus, N.C. 
Sept. 30. 

Genesee Valley, Geneseo, N.Y Oct. 14. 
Virginia Fall, Middleburg, Va. Oct. 14. 
Far Hills, Far Hills, N.J. Oct. 21. 

Aiken Fall, Aiken, S.C. Oct. 28. 

International Gold Cup, The Plains, 

Va. Oct. 28. 

Callaway, Pine Mountain, Ga. Nov. 4. 
Montpelier, Montpelier Station, Va. 

Nov. 4. 

Pennsylvania Hunt Cup, Unionville, 

Pa. Nov. 5. 

Charleston Cup, Hollywood, S.C. 

Nov. 12. 

EVENTS 

Andre Pater: In a Sporting Light, 

April 21 -Aug. 13. The Horse and 
the Camera, 1870-1970: From 
the Tartt Collection of 
Photographs, Aug. 11 -Jan. 7. 
National Sporting Library & Museum, 
Middleburg, Va. (540) 687-6542. 
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TRAINERS, OWNERS, BREEDERS, COMPETITORS, HECK EVEN A 



KNOWS TAKING ADVANTAGE OF NTRA ADVANTAGE DISCOUNTS MAKES A LOT OF 




John Deere 

Up to 28% off* 



Office 


10-70% off 


Up to 40% off 




COMMERCIAL 



Up to $20 Rebate 
Per Roll 


Special pricing on Wooden 
Structures, Waste and 
Material Handling Products 


Nationwide* 

Equine Member 
Discounts 


1777 / 7 . ^ As a member of a qualifying equine association, you are eligible 

for significant savings on nationally known products through NTRA 
Advantage. Not only are you a part of an international sport, but your 
E0 involvement entitles you to special savings on products used for your 
equine farm, business, or personal use. 

A percentage of every sale is returned to the equine industry! 

Call 866-678-4289 or visit NTRAadvantage.com. 

*Some restrictions 







































Classifieds 



• Jockey Colors 

• Blinkers 

• Embroidery 

• SaddleCloths 


Cathy Morse (410) 562-5066 
sttchsbychloe@hotmail.com 

www.stitchesbychloe.com 


BOARDING/FOALING/ 

BREAKING/LAYUPS 

DAYDREAM FARM: Hamburg, PA. 
Rehabs, layups and sales prep. Per¬ 
sonalized care. Odyssey Proformance. 
Trainer on farm. Broodmares and 
foaling. Reasonable rates, references 
available, www.daydreamfarmpa.com. 
Call (610) 780-0972. 

JOURNEYMAN FARM: Pittsgrove, NJ. 
Boarding, layups, indoor ring. Layups, 
$25/day; www.journeymanfarm.com. 
Contact Lenny Rera at (856) 430-1640. 


FOR SALE 


QUALITY HAY AND STRAW: C. MARK 
SCHNELLE. Tri-State area deliveries. (302) 
690-1470 or cmschnelle54@gmail.com 


MISCELLANEOUS 

HAVE A BARN? GOT MICE? Contact 
BARCS Barn Cat Program. BARCS is 
the largest animal shelter in MD, tak¬ 
ing in 12,000 animals annually and we 
periodically receive cats that are not 
well-socialized or have other issues that 
make them poor candidates as indoor 
pets. We want them to live full lives. YOU: 
must complete an adoption application; 
supply the barn and agree to provide 
food, water, basic vet care. For 2 weeks 
cats must be confined in crates (from 
BARCS if needed) so they can learn you 
are their food source and adjust to the 
sights/sounds/smells of their new home. 
WE: supply fixed and vaccinated cats and 
guidance. No adoption fee for barn cats! 
Save a life-e-mail foster@baltimore 
animalshelter.org, catfoster4barcs@out 
look.com or call (410) 396-4695. 




the Mityten4 AgrJcu Kuril Education Foundation, Inc, wwwjnacfbnlincrcorn 
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ACROSTIC 


By Vinnie Perrone 


W aiting for the blacksmith, the vet, post time for your horse’s race? Maybe you just have a little time on your hands. Regardless, 
try this acrostic puzzle, created by writer (and word puzzler) Vinnie Perrone. Not quite a crossword puzzle, a little more than 
Sudoku, an acrostic tests your knowledge of racing and other trivia. When you’re done, the puzzle reveals a quote from the 
Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred archives and the speaker’s name/topic. Solution provided next month. 

HOW TO SOLVE: Define clues in Words column. Transfer 
letters to diagram. Quotation reads across; first letters of 
Words column, vertically, form acrostic of speaker’s name 
and topic. NOTE: The puzzle contains no punctuation. 


CLUES WORDS 

A. 2Y0 champ of 2000 sired _____ _ __________ __ 

Private Zone: 2 wds. 108 6 74 145 36 120 60 135 

B. ‘By nothin’ out of nothin’: ____________ 

2 wds. 123 85 107 26 148 13 62 

C. His Majesty G1 winner __ _. _ ___ 

stood at PA’s Godstone 28 105 65 146 89 131 45 112 

D. General location of hock _ _ _ _____ 

or stifle: 2 wds. 53 81 8 134 90 155 22 

E. Wealthy ______ __ 

101 18 57 140 30 88 125 69 

F. Exchange Rate gray won _ _ _ _ ___ _ 

’17 Jerome, Withers: 2 wds. 72 141 1 113 38 84 96 

G. Furious ___ 

86 154 12 23 126 

H. Trainer of Animal Kingdom, __ _ ___ 

Better Talk Now: 2 wds. 151 5 92 119 29 103 71 48 13( 

I. What a fast closer often _ ___ _ 

finishes with 67 47 152 94 10 21 39 137 

J. Place a runner in the __ ____ 

starting gate 66 33 78 98 

K. Pack of newborn hounds 

100 7 54 24 139 121 

L. 1973 sprint champ named __ _„ _ 

after comedian: 2 wds. 129 35 109 99 46 3 156 20 14v 

M. Chubby Checker got ___ 

dancers to do it: 2 wds. 61 153 16 77 49 102 31 118 

N. Remedy for an 

overworked runner 128 9 25 42 

O. Pointed, as a horse _____ 

toward a race 97 73 87 44 133 

P. Start something new, like ______ 

the Pegasus World Cup 51 136 64 149 15 110 83 32 

Q. Rub a horse __ __ __ __ 

116 50 70 63 91 

R. Fox-chase _ _ _ _ 

43 124 150 4 

S. Miss Sky Warrior won this___ _ _ _ _ 

Aqueduct G3 mile in 2016 104 14 142 56 122 80 93 

T. MA university alums count 

actors Hurt & DeLuise 138 55 34 82 114 

U. Ingested __ __ 

95 144 27 

V. ’07 older-male champ sired 

Itsmyluckyday: 2 wds. 106 75 147 41 127 17 58 117 ~2 

W. Chess piece aligned __ 

between rook and bishop 79 132 11 52 111 40 































PAST TIME 


A. Aubrey Bodine 



Family Workforce. Hay gathering in 1960 —on the side 

of Iron Mountain in Virginia’s Jefferson National Forest—evidendy 
required two men, five children, two farm dogs and a horse. 


Photo journalist A. Aubrey Bodine, who worked at the Baltimore Sun for 50 years —from 1920 until his death 
in 1970 —captured many scenes of Maryland horses, farms and racing. He was regarded worldwide as one of 
the finest pictorialists of the 20th century Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred features his work in Past Time. 

Image #09-188 www.aaubreybodine.com 

For the entire collection of equine-related photos, visit www.aaubreybodine.com/page/default.asp?tag= Horses 













GRADE ONE GAL 

TWO GRADE 1 STAKES IN A ROW FOR GRADUATE! 

ACORN STAKES & KENTUCKY OAKS WINNER 



A job "wtu done, a, name you can reiy on. 

WEBB CARROLL TRAINING CENTER 


ST. MATTHEWS, SC • OFFICE: 803.655.5738 • EMAIL: OFFICE@WEBBCARROLL.COM • WWW.WEBBCARROLL.COM 








For any horse that resides in VA for 6 months 
prior to December 31 of their 2-year-old year! 

Once the residency is complete, the horse will be eligible for the 
25% owner’s bonus on wins* anywhere in the Mid-Atlantic region 
(NY, NJ, PA, DE, WV, MD) and will also be eligible to 
participate in any Virginia restricted races. 

Starts with the 2016 foal crop. 

Foals and yearlings may start accruing 
residency requirements as soon as July 2017. 

Please go to VAbred.org for program details. 

Pending Virginia Racing Commission Approval 
*VA'bred, VA.-sired races excluded 



Visit www.vabred.org—the best source for Virginia breeding and racing news 

For more information on the Virginia Breeders Fund or Virginia Stakes Program, 
please contact the Virginia Thoroughbred Association at (434) 977-3716. 




























Want the hard copy? 


Enjoying the digital edition, but would love the feel of the actual 
magazine in your hands and on your coffee table? 

Subscribe today 

Each month Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred delivers 


information, entertainment and superb photography 



right to your doorstop. Find out why we are the most 
widely read Thoroughbred publication in the region. 


Mid-At 


Thoroughbred 


antic 


SUBSCRIBE! Keep abreast of what’s going on in the 

Mid-Atlantic’s thriving Thoroughbred industry with the best 
coverage of racing and breeding in the region available. 


1 year, 12 issues for $36* 3 years, 36 issues for $86* 1 2 years, 24 issues for $65* 

^Additional postage for foreign subscriptions. 

Digital edition available as a member benefit to Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred Club. Join online at MidAtlanticTB.com 


Name_ 

Address 
E-mail _ 


□ 


Payment enclosed (check or money order) or charge: 


Q Visa Q 


MasterCard 


□ 


Discover 


Account No.. 


Expire date_/_Sec. code 


Signature_ 

MHBA Publications, P.O. Box 427, Timonium, MD 21094 (410) 252-2100 or fax 560-0503 

or subscribe online at MidAtlanticTB.com 















